The Confluence
News of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta, OH
A Voice of Liberal Religion in the Mid-Ohio Valley
Open Minds, Helping Hands, and Loving Hearts

August 2022
WORSHIP SERVICES
Services are held each Sunday at 11:00 am in person in the Sanctuary of the
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta, 232 Third St. Marietta, OH. 45750
(It is OK to park in Huntington Bank lot on Sundays but don’t block the drive through lanes)
Coffee Hour has resumed after each service.
The services are also available on Facebook (search for FUUSM) and at this Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/94822183499?pwd=ZVhkMHZWSnR1bTI5czZWRk1zdFFmQT09
Meeting ID: 948 2218 3499 Passcode: fuusm2323

Office Hours Beginning August 1
Office Assistant, Dawn Hewitt, Mon. & Tues (10am -2pm) Thurs. & Fri. (10am -2pm)
Rev. Hawbaker Mon. Wed. Fri. (10am - 2pm), other times by appointment.
Tuesday is Rev. Kat’s Sabbath (Day-Off), and Thursday is devoted to sermon writing & study.
Rev. Hawbaker will be away on vacation August 19 –
returning for Sept. 4 Wedding of Mac Burton & Sarah Stedje in Franklin, OH

FUUSM Hires Dawn Hewitt as Office Assistant
At long last, FUUSM has hired an office assistant: me! As many of
you know, I was laid off from my job as editor of Bird Watcher’s Digest on
Christmas Eve 2021 when the company shuttered. Since then, I qualified to
be a substitute teacher for Wood County Schools, but found subbing to be a
thankless and exhausting job, not to mention the high price of gasoline on
my commute from Marietta. Meanwhile, I have applied for numerous jobs in
the birding world, but such positions are few and far between, and
competition is tight. Also, I’ve been freelancing, editing and writing copy for
several bird-related companies and organizations and for a local PR firm,
and I am thrilled to be an advisory editor for the new BWD Magazine (also a
freelance position). Those jobs are lucrative but sporadic, and not having a
regular paycheck has been uncomfortable. At the same time, I have come to
enjoy the schedule of a semi-retiree!
The position of administrative assistant for FUUSM will provide me
with a regular paycheck for a job I can walk or bike to, for an organization I am connected to and
care deeply about. I will begin this job with significant knowledge about FUUSM’s operation and
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organization, which is a win-win. I still have a lot to learn and understand, obviously, but I’m not
intimidated! Another bonus: I’ll get a key to the RE building! My hours will be 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday starting August 1, and I welcome having regular work hours
once again—especially just 16 per week!
I know the majority of FUUSM members and many of its friends, but I don’t know
everyone—yet! I look forward to getting to know all of you! As important, I hope I will be able to
help our congregation and its support structure to function more efficiently and effectively. I
consider this to be an important position. I loved having a job that promoted awareness and
conservation of wild birds, but I also love the idea of having a job with an organization whose
mission is “to nurture a diverse community devoted to spiritual growth and freedom of thought for
the benefit of all.” I am eager and excited to encourage and assist with that!
Wish me luck!
Sent by Dawn Hewitt at the request of your editor

Sunday Services Schedule
July 29-31 Homecoming Celebration Weekend Annie Warmke & Suzyn Mills Join in
the fun starting on Friday evening with a family potluck with games and special prizes for the little
ones. Homecoming service on Sunday,

Aug. 7 Reflecting on our Homecoming Experience (Annie Warmke & Suzyn Mills)
We’ve learned a lot, and had fun enjoying and exploring our connections. What next?!
As we celebrate our multigenerational community, we will share music from each decade.
(Your favorite songs and suggestions are welcome).
Lammas - ancient Celtic festival for beginning of harvest- a time of fairs, trading & celebration.
Aug. 14
Social Justice Sunday - Intersectionality -Rev. K. Hawbaker
In a recent activity with OutMOV leaders to weave a web of
connections we took time to speak of our lives and experience
our strands of community. So many gifts are shared in our
community and we are grateful for those who share their stories
and worldview as we listen for voices from the margins.
Danielle Thrasher will be our Guest Speaker for the Social
Justice Forum (1-3pm) in Social Hall.

Sat. Aug. 20 FUUSM Yard Sale - The ultimate recycling
event.

Aug. 21

Our Caring Circle

The Caring Committee with a focus on hospice services

8/21 Be Kind to Humankind Week
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Sunday Aug. 28
● 11am Art, an Instrument for Building Community
Guest Speaker – Geoff Schenkel

Social Justice Sunday Programs
The Social Justice Sundays Committee is pleased to announce a presentation by Danielle Thrasher
on "Barriers to Success for Trans People" from 1 to 3 pm on August
14th in the Fellowship Hall. Following Danielle's talk, there will be a
round table discussion about the topic.
Danielle (pronouns: they/them/theirs) is a transgender rights activist
and aspiring social worker from Marietta, Ohio. A Marietta native,
Danielle has engaged in political activist opportunities such as
organizing the 2018 March for Our Lives and sitting on the Board of
501(c)(4) non-profit Out MOV since 2019. Danielle is a graduate of
Washington State Community College, where she was inducted into
Phi Theta Kappa honor society and authored LGBTQ+ Youth in the
Mid-Ohio Valley: An Empirical Report through the Washington State
Community College Honors Program. Danielle will also graduate in
December from Capital University with a bachelor’s degree In
Nonprofit Management and Public Communication. During her time
at Capital University, she has held leadership positions in the Bonner
Leader Program, Capital University Student Government, and Pride
at Capital University.
Her resume includes the following: Interdisciplinary Studies (Focus in Non-Profit Management and
Public Communication), Capital University Class of 2022;Associate of Arts, Washington State
Community College Class of 2020; Bonner Leader/Marketing and Recruitment Committee, Capital
University Bonner Program;Member At-Large, Phi Beta; and Board Member, Out MOV.
Future SJS programs are also in the works. In addition to bestselling Buddhist author and speaker
Timber Hawkeye's presentation on September 25th, we have several other irons in the fire so to
speak. (Please see the related article on Timber Hawkeye, and give your appreciation to Kelsey
Jacobs for arranging this). We hope to have a zoom presentation with the Sierra Club on indigenous
water and climate protectors on September 11th from 1 to 3 in the Fellowship Hall, with the
possibility of additional local speakers. Our thanks to Adeline Bailey and the Honoring Indigenous
Peoples sub-group of Green Sanctuary for working on and sharing this.
Future topics for Social Justice Sunday discussions tentatively include Reproductive Freedom, Racial
Inequality, and Crisis Mitigation and De-escalation Training. Stay tuned!!!! And if you have a passion
or a program in mind that you'd like to address contact Andrew at wardwellsmercy@gmail.com.
Sent by Andrew Clovis
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August birthdays: Mike Bailey (8/1) Rev. Kat (8/12) Robert Kalter (8/15) Hillary Henthorn
(8/17) Virginia Henthorn (8/22) Else Lamba (8/29) Rebecca Phillips (8/24) McCurdy (Mac)
Burton (8/24) Tim Thrasher (8/25) Steve Meyer (8/26) Chris & Nick Richendollar (8/28)
Sandra Bush (9/27)
We would like to list everyone’s birthday, including young people. If you haven’t done so already,
please check the Birthday File and email tedgoertzel@gmail.com with additions or corrections

Board Briefs
As outgoing President, Chris Hoke welcomed three new members to the Board: Christina
Thrasher, Tom Cunningham and Vic Elam. The new Board then elected officers for the
year: Karen Binkley - President, Tom Cunningham - Vice President, Nancy Luthy Secretary.
Liaison Assignments were then made; each Board member choosing two committees.
Rev. Kat reported that Ginny Jones could not continue as Office Assistant, due to personal
reasons. The position was to be posted and new interviews conducted.
Rev. Kat will be on vacation August 19 - September 1.
The Board planned a retreat on Sunday, July 17th from 12:30 - 2:30 in the Parlor.
Chris Hoke received the Service Recognition award for her work as President of the Board and
her many contributions for the plant sale, etc.
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Your new Board of Trustees held a retreat Sunday, July 17h from 12:30 - 2:30.
Each member received a notebook containing Board Member Information, Liaison assignments,
By-Laws, Policy and Procedure Manual, Annual Budget, Board and Congregational Covenants and
our Conflict Resolution Procedure. All sections of the notebook were discussed. Identifying
needed revisions for the By-Laws, Tom Cunningham volunteered to head a sub-committee to
prepare recommendations to the Board. Tom also volunteered to be the Administrator custodian of
the Policy and Procedure Manual.
Dawn Hewitt, the applicant for the Office Assistant position, visited the Board to share the reasons
for her interest in the position.
Submitted by Nancy Luthy

The current board members are: Tom Cunningham (Vice President), Nancy Luthy (Secretary),
Beth Lepore, Karen Binkley (President Elect), Victor Elam, Christina Thrasher, Rev. Kat
Hawbaker (Ex-Officio), and Anita Newhart. (Not Shown: Ted Goertzel, Treasurer Ex-Officio)
Photo by Ralph Olander

Three Sisters Dinner Honors Indigenous People & Surpasses Fundraising Goal
Wow! We are grateful!
The HIP Committee with the help and support from fellow members of the Green Sanctuary
Committee and members and friends of FUUSM worked together to put on a fantastic evening of
fun, fellowship, entertainment, education, and fundraising.
The committee’s goal was to sell 50 tickets to raise $1,000; the total raised as of Saturday evening was
$1,352.00!
The Dinner was truly a team effort. There are so many people to thank: First, special thanks to our
dinner guests and generous donors; FUUSM, for the use of the Social Hall and kitchen; Jane
Tumas-Serna, menu designer and ticket-taker; Kelcey Jacobs, record keeper; Dawn Hewitt, “emcee”
and organizer; Rebecca Phillips, Thanksgiving Address adaptation; Jane Tumas-Serna and Cindy
Taylor, door prizes; George Banziger, Adeline Bailey, Karen Binkley, Maggie Meyer, Dawn Hewitt,
Kelcey and Chris Jacobs, Jane Tumas-Serna, LeRoy McCarty and Rev. Kat Hawbaker, Rebecca
Phillips, Jim Grecni and Debra Miller, and Shari Ballantyne, food and drink preppers, servers, and
setup and cleanup, with the addition of Dave Ballantyne, Roger Kalter, Mike Bailey, Mike Lang, and
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lots of others who pitched in to help; and Cindy Taylor who shared her collection of baskets from
around the world, and engaged us and our guests with a presentation about the Indigenous artisans’
use of materials native to their environment. Cindy also created the small cornhusk gift packets
shared with each person attending.
And a nod to Robin Wall Kimmerer, author of Braiding Sweetgrass, the source of inspiration for the
Three Sisters Dinner.
Like the creators of the Thanksgiving Address, I now must ask you to name anyone I have forgotten
and please speak your thanks to them.
We continue to learn about Indigenous ways and the Indigenous water and land protectors, and we
plan to have other programs and events in the coming months.We hope you will join us!

Sent by Adeline Bailey, Green Sanctuary/HIP Committee. Photo by your editor.

Photos by Ralph Olander

Photos by Ralph Olander
George Banziger tries on one
of the baskets from Cindy
Taylor’s after-dinner talk.
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At work in the pollinator
habitat, from Rebecca Phillips

Baskets shown in Cindy
Taylor’s after-dinner talk.

Roger Kalter promoting the
church reunion. Photo from
Virginia Henthorn

Photo by Ralph Olander

Chris Hoke: Volunteer of the Month
Chris Hoke, our most recent past President of the FUUSM Board of Trustees, attended her last
meeting of the Board in July. She worked diligently to attempt to solve some difficult problems that
the Board encountered. Together with the Board, she was able to identify areas of difficulty, to
develop action plans to address those problems, to see that those plans were implemented, and to
make sure that the next Board would be able to continue working on what her Board had started!
Now, she is very glad to take a break, especially since she and her husband live on a farm out in the
country that takes up a considerable amount of time and effort to keep up.
Chris was born and raised in an eastern suburb of Pittsburgh. She did some unusual traveling and
had some interesting jobs during her younger years. When she was 27, she spent three weeks hiking
across Switzerland with friends from the Pittsburgh Explorer’s Club. She worked as a concierge on
a special floor of the William Penn Hotel, a high-class hotel that was visited by
many important and famous people who could afford larger rooms and suites.
Those staying on these two floors were pampered and they received her “Crown
Service” (continental breakfasts, a copy of the Wall Street Journal, and additional
security).
Chris graduated from the Cleveland Institute of Art in l972. She later earned
her Master’s Degree in Art Education from the University of Pittsburgh and
spent 40 years as a fiber artist. She made art to wear, special art quilts, and wall
hangings. Until recently, she had not done much painting but she was glad to
get back into it. It made the isolation of COVID a little easier to deal with. How
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did Chris and Al end up living on a farm when they both lived just outside of Pittsburgh? Together,
they decided that they wanted to find a farm so they could get out of the city where there was more
space to be creative, grow their own vegetables and flowers, do Chris’s artwork, have room to do
Al’s woodworking projects, and find a little peace and quiet. After looking for about three years and
thinking they would have to give up that idea, they came upon a farm in Middlebourne, West
Virginia. At first, it seemed too big and too far away from
Pittsburgh, but the new place really grew on them. They bought the farm, and they initially traveled
back and forth to Pittsburgh. A few years later, all the traveling was getting a little taxing, so they
decided to sell their house in Pittsburgh and move full time to their country home. After they settled
in, they tried to find a church to attend near their farm, but all of those churches were too
conservative. Then they found a more liberal church that suited them: FUUSM -where people were
well-educated, well-traveled, genuinely warm and friendly and like-minded. Chris knew she had
found her ”tribe” after finding FUUSM!
Sent by Karen Binkley
Chris Hoke’s painting, “Pussy Among the Dahlias,” has
been accepted into The River 2022 exhibit at the
Parkersburg Art Center. This was a competitive juried
show opened only for artists in West Virginia and Ohio
having fine arts degrees. The show is open to the public
from July 31 – September 10. Opening reception is
Sunday, July 31 from 1:00 – 3:00pm. There is a $10
charge for non-members. There will be food and drink.
The painting is offered for $800 during the exhibition.

Save the Date: September 25, 2022
Guest speaker, Timber Hawkeye will provide the reflection at our service. Additionally, he will lead
us for Social Justice Sunday with a book talk, discussion, and Q&A about discovering the difference
between feelings and emotions, and the countless benefits of mindfulness so we can live at peace in
the world (both within and around us).
Timber Hawkeye is the bestselling author of Buddhist Boot Camp and Faithfully Religionless. His
books and the Buddhist Boot Camp Podcast offer a secular and non-sectarian approach to being at
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peace with the world (both within and around us), with the intention to awaken,
enlighten, enrich and inspire.
“Timber was born Jewish, ordained Buddhist, uses a Hindu mantra, and his
morning meditation is a Catholic prayer. His altar at home features a statue of
Jesus, one of the Buddha, another of Saint Francis of Assisi, and they get along
just fine. On paper, Timber Hawkeye is a bestselling author, a podcast producer,
a publisher, and an international public speaker, but in person, he is just another
friendly face in town.
 Hawkeye’s first book, Buddhist Boot Camp, is a collection of journal entries
and letters from Hawaii that he had sent to friends over the course of eight
years. Even though each chapter is only a page long, it beautifully shares a
secular and non-sectarian approach to being at peace with the world (both within and around us).
His follow-up memoir, Faithfully Religionless, offers an intimate glimpse into an extraordinary life
filled with insight and motivation. In a nutshell, it’s about letting go of the need to know, the
difference between feelings and emotions, the disparity between truths and facts, and the countless
benefits of mindful living.” *excerpt taken from an interview
More information about Timber Hawkeye, recent podcasts, and books for purchase may be found at
http://buddhistbootcamp.com. For each autographed copy that is purchased, another copy is
donated to the Prison Library Project.
Timber Hawkeye has created a FaceBook event for the afternoon discussion. Please feel free to
share this information with friends and invite them to attend
FB Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/5147755991938212
Sent by Kelcey Jacobs

Kat’s Korner

Weaving our Worshiping Community

We Are the Ones … Vajra Ma
We are the ones who stand at the pivotal point of human evolution.
We are light-bringers, the retrievers and integrators of the fertile darkness.
We are the weavers of peace in a frayed world of fear, greed and violence,
the visionaries who have come to see the whole in the midst of the scattered fragments.
We are the ones who have come to call ourselves home.
I’ve noticed a new phrase for celebrating birthdays as “another trip around the sun.”
How we count the days and what calendar we use is part of our worldview.
I’m especially interested in lunar calendars as part of Honoring Indigenous People.
When I incorporate new information, it often feels like part of a both-and approach.
Over the years, I recall my experience with an agenda to include women’s history and literature into
academic study (if there is time); heated discussions about the importance of canon and biblical
study, and learning about other world religions (if there is time). These are part of what we know as
dominant culture- which is in need of untangling and un-doing. A corrective to the linear idea of
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progress is the humility of “the more I know, the more I realize I don’t know.” I do know that this
is the time we have.
Do Unitarian Universalists have an edge on UN-learning because it starts our name?
(This is why I propose the unicorn as our mascot). We may also be at a disadvantage because
throughout our history we have been both rebels and institutional traditionalists. We gravitate
towards building community and organizations, but are less familiar with taking things apart. We do
have some experience with trying new things. What if we use our experience of recycling to break
down the component parts -to reuse raw materials, in order to save energy and costs?
All good ideas are welcome as we make use of our greatest gifts:
our open minds, loving hearts and helping hands.
Bright Blessings, Rev. Kathryn Hawbaker

Photos from the Pollinator Habit

Sent by Rebecca Phillips
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Confluence Calendar of Events
To add an item to the calendar, email the Office at:
fuusm@suddenlinkmail.com
This calendar is updated regularly
Click here for the latest updated version.
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta
-232 Third St. Marietta, OH. 45750
(corner of Putnam & Third Streets in Marietta.)
It is OK to park in Huntington Bank lot on Sundays (don’t block the drive through lanes)

Check the website at www.fuusm.org for guidelines on pandemic safety.
If you’re not on the mailing list, email the Office at fuusm@suddenlinkmail.com or
call (740) 373-1238
July 29-31 - Homecoming Weekend REUNION!
● 6pm Join in the fun starting on Friday evening with a family potluck with games
and special prizes for the little ones. See complete schedule on Facebook.
Sunday, July 31
● 9:30 am Today’s Issues group meets in the parlor of the RE building and on
Zoom. Click Here for Zoom link
● 11 a.m. UU Worship Service, FUUSM Sanctuary - Homecoming Celebration
Sunday, August 7
● 11 a.m. UU Worship Service in the FUUSM Sanctuary - Reflecting on the
Homecoming Experience
12:30 Committee on Ministries (Parlor)
Saturday, August 13
● 3-5pm African Drumming Class with Lawrence Greene in the Social Hall
($15 donation suggested)
Sunday, August 14
● 11 a.m. UU Worship Service in the FUUSM Sanctuary - Intersectionality
● 11 a.m. Quaker Meeting for Worship in the RE Building Parlor
● 1-3 p.m. Social Justice Sunday, “Barriers to Success for Trans People” with
guest speaker Danielle Thrasher
Saturday, August 20
● FUUSM Yard Sale
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Sunday, August 21
11 a.m. UU Worship Service in the FUUSM Sanctuary - Our Caring Circle
Sunday, August 28
● 11 a.m. UU Worship Service in the FUUSM Sanctuary Art, an Instrument for
Building Community. Guest Speaker – Geoff Schenkel
● 11 am Quaker Meeting for Worship in the RE Building Parlor

Sunday September 4 Labor Day Sunday Service
Monday. Sept. 5 - Labor Day - Office Closed

Sunday, September 11
● Sternwheel Festival at the confluence in Marietta
● 11am FUUSM Ingathering Water Ceremony
Featuring passages from Braiding Sweetgrass
(1-3pm) Social Justice Forum on Water Protection efforts near and far.
Saturday, September 17
● Pig Roast @ LeRoy & Rev. Kat’s home - 650 Ferncliff Dr.
Bring a chair and a dish to share- we’ll eat at 5pm.
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