Minutes of November 5, 2025 Meeting of the Worship & Music Committee
5:00 p.m. in Parlor
Members in Attendance:  Adeline Bailey, Betsy Liller, Nancy Luthy, Suzyn Mills, Martha McGovern
Chalice Lighting:  “Beloved”  By Victoria Safford in UU World, Fall/Winter 2025   
“You are beloved of God.  It is so easy to forget this.  Our calling of this earth is to remember and remind each other, with every move we make, every action, every breath.  Our calling is to remember and remind each other without ceasing who we are, and what, which is beloved.”
In response, we shared what message we hope people will receive from our Sunday morning worship services.
1.  Minutes of the October 1, 2025 meeting were approved.
2. Financial Matters
Donations have covered the cost of cards for the Holiday Card Workshop.
Rev. Hilary Krivchenia – payment of $330 was made for Nov. 2, 2025 worship service.
Rev. Diane Diachishin will plan the service and Zoom-deliver the Reflection for $330 – “The Practice of Gratitude” on November 9.
Athens Fellowship has committed $300 to pay for JD Stillwater.  We are planning for a future date in spring 2026.  April 26 has been confirmed by both JD Stillwater and the Athens Fellowship.  
Possible cost for outside speaker on November 23  - $330  Update:  Evan Young will be planning and delivering the service on November 23.  Final payment amount will be determined by the Board with potential addition, such as mileage.
3. Correspondence:  Thank you note sent to Pete Mather, Melanie Davis, Deborah Pires + Rev. Hilary Krivchenia
4. Report from the Board:  Betsy Liller summarized the interview with Evan Young.  He hopes to deliver the November 23rd worship service so that the congregation has a chance to become familiar with him and give feedback to Board members.  He will be available for follow-up conversations during coffee hour.  It is expected that he will assume the part-time position in January.   
In regard to his request to meet with the W & M Committee during the day, the committee members agreed that all could adjust their schedules to honor that request.
5. Planning for December services and decoration
Outside – Men’s group  Gary Hamilton
Tree – Virginia Henthorn and Tom Henderson OK
Sanctuary – Stephanie and volunteers OK
Special music:  LeeAnn --	Nohl – OK for Christmas Eve
6. Planning for other future services
Projected Monthly Cost PER MONTH    $1500   Approved by Board
$350	ordained minister or other UUA official – one per month
$150	outside speaker from within or beyond MOV – one per month
$100	guest musicians – two per month
$750	substitute pianist/s – (5 x $150)  accompanying Choir in rehearsal and 
performance; planning prelude, offertory, postlude and hymns during services
$150	supplies, hospitality, travel costs etc. as needed

OCTOBER – CULTIVATING COMPASSION  [Generosity]
5	Betsy		Pete Mather – South Africa & Apartheid 
12	Adeline	Indigenous Peoples’ Day – Oct. 13
			CHOIR - #1067 “Mother Earth, Beloved Garden”  Singing the Journey
Words & Music: Amanda Udis-Kessler
19	MMcG		Dr. Melanie Davis “The Masks We Wear”
26	MMcG		Panentheism

NOVEMBER – NURTURING GRATITUDE  [Generosity]
2	Suzyn		Day of the Dead   (with Hilary Krivchenia)
			CHOIR – “I Remember” words & music by Sarah Quartel
9	MMcG		The Practice of Gratitude  Rev. Diane Diachishin  [Zoom]
16	Kelcey Jacobs	Our Friends, The Quakers
23	Guest Worship Leader: Evan Young  WA:  MMcG   Topic TBD
30	Nancy		Advent 1  LOVE  “LOVE in an Envelope”
Holiday Card Workshop (Adeline)
Sanctuary decoration (Stephanie and volunteers)  
tree set-up (Virginia & Tom -on own time)   

DECEMBER – CHOOSING HOPE    SEASON OF LIGHT  [Generosity]
7	Betsy		Advent 2 JOY   Ribbon Ceremony  
What do you like best about the Christmas Season?
CHOIR:  “A Yuletide Greeting” by Victor C. Johnson
14  	Suzyn Mills	Advent 3 PEACE  Guest Speaker: Hilary Krivchenia   
				Eve of Hannukah
21	Adeline	Advent 4  HOPE      Participatory Play
24	MMcG		Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   (Wed.)
			CHOIR:  “Candlelight Canon” by Andy Beck
Christmas – December 25
28	Nancy		Fire Ceremony

JANUARY – Practicing Resistance  [Justice]
4						

11	Betsy Liller	Guest Speaker – Tiffany Neill from Washington County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities/WASCO/Ewing School   Contact – Beth Berger
	1-740-552-3423   topic: inclusiveness and opportunities in our community

18			
MLK Jan 20  
25

FEBRUARY – Embodying Resilience  [Transformation]
1  MMcG	“Completion, Not Conversion” – MJ Ebenhack   WIHW Feb 1-7
8
15
22		Diana Bonnell and & Lori Flis on Winter & Summer Institutes

MARCH – Paying Attention
1     Lori Fahn “Purim: Celebrating Freedom”   (Purim is March 2)
8
15
22   (Sunday March 22 is World Water Day.)
29  

APRIL – Embracing Possibility
5     Easter
12
19
(Earth Day – April 22)
26    JD Stillwater	Athens and the W & M Committee agreed to go with JD’s 
recommendation with the spring theme.

BRAINSTORMING
*Tony Mayle, Associate Dean of Students, Director of Student Connections & Outreach  
	aam006@marietta.edu     (740) 376-3287		MLK – Day of Service
Meditation music for animals – Suzyn – Mike & Ralph have the cds
*UU Service Committee – Guest at Our Table  - TREE: socks, mittens, community needs
Steve Madewell – Suzyn
Jeff Briere – Suzyn
Tret Fure - Suzyn
*Christmas:    Story – Adeline    Sophia Lyons Fah    consult David Torbett
Diana Bonnell & Lori Flis – Summer Institute and promotion of Winter Institute 
Stephanie Rector – near-death experience as source of drive for giving service
	As part of BIG Questions/Deep Conversations:  source of your purpose/service in life? 
Panel of representative of Jewish faith (Lori, Judy, Doug Kreinik)
*Rene Reed – Alzheimer’s Association of Southeastern Ohio  951-310-1696
	?? With Youtube “Embrace Aging”   (recommended by Jann Adams  ??Ted Talk??)

Suggestions for Pianist Substitutes:
	Kevin Campbell,				Caroline Perucci – Not at this time
		Contact through dawnwidener@gmail.com
	Martha Mufti
	Jessica Baldwin – now at OU




