First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, December 15, 2024
In person RE/Office Building - Parlor, with Zoom option available

In attendance: in person - George Banziger, Dawn Hewitt, Mike and Adeline Bailey,  Scott Lacey; and Vic Elam; no Zoom attendees.

Co-chair Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:45pm.
Minutes of the December meeting were approved as submitted.

Environmental Action meeting

The first meeting of the environmental activism meeting is set for  January 9th, 7 - 8 pm in the FUUSM social Hall. Topic will be ‘brine contamination”, with George Banziger giving a 15-minute presentation on the topic, followed by letter writing or some other form of activism carried out during the remainder of the hour. Paper, envelopes, etc. will be provided, but using laptops is also suggested. Connection by Zoom will be available. Providing water and cookies is suggested to help keep up our strength.  Dawn will announce the planned event in a Confluence submission. The February 13th EA meeting topic will be sustainable economic development,  possibly hearing from an outside speaker from the region.

Climate Future Film Festival

GSC plans to work with Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action to co-sponsor a program of several short climate crisis related films, possibly on the third Thursday in March. GSC would take responsibility for the $50 handling fee, help promote the festival, and provide the space and technology for screening. Adeline will contact MOVCA to discuss plans for co-sponsorship. Info about the film festival is available at https://www.climatefuturefilm.com/

Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action

MOVCA continues to organize writers who contribute their Climate Corner column appearing weekly in The Parkersburg News and Sentinel. Dawn had written to the editor about adding a column in the The Marietta Times, and George said that one of the columns had recently been published in the Times. (Yay Dawn!)

The group plans to act as an information hub in the coming year, working with other regional groups to share positive and effective ideas and proposals for building stronger and more resilient communities.

UU Climate Justice Revival follow-up
Dawn has received a couple of lists of “climate allies” from GSC members and will compile a master list to send to CJR attendees to encourage them to get involved in climate action locally. When the compiled list is completed, Adeline will use the CJR attendees list to distribute it. 

FaCT Ohio update
Several GSC members attended the FaCT December program, “Big Oil’s Dirty Secret,” which included an intern who has now graduated from Marietta College. The next Distinguished Speaker webinar is scheduled for February. Information and a registration link is on the FaCT website: https://factsustain.org/Distinguished/
George Banziger’s Community Involvement Reports

Lawsuit update: The suit against brine contamination of their wells pursued by Bob Lane and Bob Wilson has won their appeal. Their suit combined with a similar case will be heard in Athens County court which may be a more favorable legal climate. George said that he had helped Bob them edit and re-submit a letter to the editor of The Marietta Times that was published yesterday.

Citizens’ Climate Lobby Ohio 6 Chapter will meet December 16th, at 7 p.m. on Zoom.

ARCH2 in Ohio is a growing concern, with environmental groups considering it a “hydrogen hoax.”

(George’s full reports are in the Addenda.)

Solar Bench Update 
No news to report on repairs to the bench or on moving it.

February Calendar Display
Looking for volunteers!

Action item: Adeline and Ginnie McNeil will create the February calendar of events and feature posters for placement by December 31.
Mariettta Main Street reorganized Pollinator Habitat oversight committee
Scott Lacey reported that he is willing to be part of the volunteer oversight committee for the pollinator habitat, and that he has a call in to Marietta Main Street. George Banziger said Dylan Holdren, who is chairing the reorganized Habitat committee, agreed to represent GSC. Scott will try to contact Dylan as well.

Restoration Ecology - Mark Krivchenia
Mark’s work continues, with projects at the Ohio River Islands National Wildlife Refuge and the Broughton Nature Preserve. 

Other items

Vic Elam reminded the group of the Marietta City “Re-imagine Marietta” meeting scheduled for Wednesday, December 18 from 4-7 pm at the Armory.

George said WV Rivers is asking for comments to the EPA by December 30 on WV’s request for primacy re: carbon sequestration . A hearing is scheduled for 12/30/24 in Charleston.

 The meeting was adjourned at 1:47 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

Next GSC meeting: Sunday, January 19, 2025, 12:30 p.m. in the FUUSM RE/Office building and on Zoom. 
--- Addenda ---
Reports for Green Sanctuary Meeting of December 15, 2024 George Banziger
Save Ohio Parks. This group met via Zoom at noon on Friday, December 6. The Oil & Gas Land Management Commission met on December 9 in Columbus to discuss four “nominations.” No members of the public were allowed to speak at the meeting. Theresa White is the new chairperson of the OGLMC.

When the nominations for two Salt Fork parcels came up, Ms. White and the other commissioners approved them. To review the process of approval of proposals for fracking in public lands, a nomination, once supported by the OGLMC, (the company originating the nomination is not named) leads to a bid, which then results in a permit authorized by ODNR when the company’s name is revealed.

Injection Wells. I mentioned in my report last month that Bob Lane and Bob Wilson actually won the appeal of their suit against several injection well companies. According to their attorney it was a very strong opinion. Their attorney wants to combine this case with another similar case and present it to the Athens County Court, which he thinks will be a more favorable legal environment to advance the case.

Bob Wilson had written a letter to the editor (Marietta Times) about their case, but it had not been published after several weeks. I offered to edit the letter. Bob and Bob accepted my offer, and Bob Wilson subsequently submitted it to the Marietta Times. I have not yet seen it, however.

ReImagine Appalachia Events:

The major event for RA is: January 14-15, 2025, 11 a.m. – 1:30 – ReImagine Appalachia Annual Strategy Summit. Plans for the upcoming year will be discussed.

Citizens Climate Lobby. Our first lobby meeting with a staff member from Congressman Michael Rulli’s office was held on December 12. Details of this meeting will be discussed at the CCL OH 06 meeting on December 16 (7 p.m. via Zoom). The major focus of CCL at this time is the Energy Permitting Reform Act (S 4753), which will soon be introduced in the House.

ARCH2 Event. My report on this event, which involved discussion of the proposed hydrogen hub in Appalachia, appears in a separate document.

George Banziger, December 13, 2024

ARCH2 Regional Clean Energy Hub – Halt the Hydrogen Hoax

In-Person Session Held November 19-20, 2024 at Salt Fork State Park


The Appalachian Regional Clean Hydrogen Hub is one of several regional initiatives in the U.S. to promote the development of facilities for the production of hydrogen. Many in the environmental movement think that this federally supported project is a hoax and poorly conceived, scientifically and economically. This two-day session was organized and presented by several well-informed people who have come to the latter conclusion. 

Participants. There were 16 participants in this session, some of whom are volunteers in environmental organizations and some of whom are paid staff. They came from Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Most of the participants were under age 40 by my reckoning. 

Goals. Among the goals of the program were to teach and learn about ARCH2, to deepen relationships among those potentially impacted by Arch2, to identify resources that people bring to the table on this issue, to set goals to oppose ARCH2 in the next six months, and to stay in touch with participants after the session.

Scientific and Engineering Background. Dr. Randi Pokladnik presented facts about hydrogen and the plans for development of ARCH2. There are four types of hydrogen production: 1) blue hydrogen which is produced from methane (natural gas) and connected to carbon capture and sequestration (CCS) for management of waste in the process; 2) grey hydrogen made from methane without the CCS feature; 3) green hydrogen, produced through electrolysis, separating hydrogen from oxygen in water, but using power from non-renewable sources; pink hydrogen, produced from atomic energy. The latter is quite rare.


According to Dr. Randi, hydrogen is flammable and explosive. It reacts with steel, causing embrittlement and leaks in pipes; it can also leak from plastic piping.  Unlike natural gas it does not have an odor agent that can be incorporated into the substance for detection by human smell. Hydrogen is an indirect greenhouse gas in that it can combine with other gases, leading to global warming and climate change. There are currently no federal rules or regulations for hydrogen production and transfer. CCS has a failure rate of 88% over nearly 50 years of its use. Dr. Randi’s conclusion: hydrogen production is inefficient, energy hungry, and costly.


Sean O’Leary of the Ohio River Valley Institute gave a (virtual) presentation on the lack of economic viability of the ARCH2 project, titled “Far From a Done Deal.” Over $900 million of federal funding is being provided by this program from the Department of Energy. Currently, the ARCH2 project is struggling financially, according to O’Leary. Four of the 15 partners have left the Hub; five of the 15 projects have been scrubbed (re: attached map). Usually community engagement occurs late in the process, and company representatives who attend these sessions are not informed about details of the project and problems with hydrogen. As for CCS, even if regulations are minimized, CCS and the H2 Hub are still in trouble. One problem unique to the ARCH2 is that the Appalachia region is not a big consumer of energy. Even without ARCH2 fossil-fuel companies are still developing production capacity for natural gas from Appalachia through power generation and through conversion to liquid natural gas (LNG) for export.


Since one of the objectives of the ARCH2 Hub is to generate jobs and improve the economy of the region, some of us think that it is important that if we strongly oppose ARCH2, we need to come up with other ideas to strengthen the economy in Appalachia and improve the job market. We had some discussion on this issue, and I referred people to ReImagine Appalachia for creative and meaningful ideas on job growth & economic development in the region.


Participants were urged to contact federal public officials in Congress and in the Department of Energy about ARCH2. They were also urged to attend public-information sessions on ARCH2 when they are held and pose the hard questions to company representatives. 


There were several handouts with detailed scientifically-based information on hydrogen gas that I can provide upon request.

George Banziger
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