First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, August 18, 2024
In person RE/Office Building - Parlor, with Zoom option available

In attendance: in person - George Banziger, Jim Grecni, Dawn Hewitt, Mark Krivchenia, and Debra Miller; on Zoom - Mike and Adeline Bailey, Susan Henderson, and Ginnie McNeil.

Co-chair Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:40pm..
Minutes of the July meeting were approved as submitted. (As agreed at the July meeting, revised minutes of the June meeting were circulated for review and approval via email.) 

Solar Bench Update 

Dawn Hewitt described the current situation and concerns about the status of the bench. GSC concurred that the bench must be moved at the July meeting. Jay Warmke has agreed to repair the charging functions of the bench when it is moved. Annie and Jay Warmke have been in discussion with the Washington County Library about moving it to the genealogical society building grounds at Fifth and Washington Streets, where a garden is planned. That site is not on city property. On behalf of GSC, Rebecca Phillips has begun discussions with Marietta city officials to determine other possible sites on city property, with two sites proposed: a playground area near the main library and Washington School (Fifth Street); and Camp Tupper, between Third and Fourth Streets, near the Quadranaou Mound. Since “ownership” of the bench was not established when the GSC began the project funded by DuPont’s Clear into the Future grant in cooperation with the city, next steps for moving the bench are not clear.

Ginnie McNeil said GSC should review the grant proposal specifications for any mention of ownership responsibilities; check with the city regarding anything in writing about the bench; and look into any agreements with both the library system and Washington County officials. She also questioned the urgency of the move.

Action item: Dawn will review the grant application and proposal. She will contact Annie to explain GSC concerns about moving forward without more information and negotiations with current and potential partners.

October Calendar Display

Action item: Ginnie McNeil will submit material for the September calendar by August 26th.      

George Banziger’s Community Involvement Reports
Save Ohio Parks - George called out an announcement from SOP: a recent application for fracking under Salt Fork State Park has been withdrawn. 
George’s full report is attached at the end of the minutes.

George said he is re-evaluating the time he will commit to various activities, and focus on involvement where he can have the greatest impact, making the upcoming election his priority.

UU Climate Justice Revival

Adeline Bailey reported that written information about facilitator training and plans for the event were received August 1, as promised. That information, including dates for facilitator training sessions, was sent to volunteers for facilitating. Actual scripts for facilitators are to be sent by September 1. George Banziger and Adeline submitted sermons for the sermon contest (although neither of their sermons was selected). Several art pieces have been submitted by FUUSM members/friends ahead of the September 1 deadline.

Adeline called out several items requiring GSC decisions: 

- devising an electronic registration form for the Revival, with a September 15 deadline for registering.Action item: Adeline will contact Jonathan Brier for assistance.

- setting times for Saturdays sessions. The committee decided on morning sessions 10 - 12:30; lunch break with light lunch provided by GSC ($100 commitment); afternoon session 1:30 - 3:30.

Action item: Adeline will create an announcement regarding the schedule, and send to fuusm-l ASAP; she will create poster slides for inclusion at Sunday service announcements..

FaCT Ohio news

Ginnie McNeil announced the next webinar in FaCT’s distinguished speaker series: Brett Christophers will speak on “The Price Is Wrong” on Sunday, August 25 at 2pm ET via Zoom.Information about registering is available on the FaCT website: https://factsustain.org/Distinguished/
FaCT has also initiated a program for college age youth. Three interns have been hired to carry out programs. A Marietta College student will be working in SE Ohio.

A Buckeye Environmental Network training program on accessing and using public records will be offered on August 21at 7pm on Zoom.

Other announcements

Mark Krivchenia announced a Walk the Wild fundraiser event scheduled for October 13. More information coming soon.

Sugar Butte Farm invites GSC and others to an October 5 potluck followed by a screening of Common Ground on October 5 at the farm. (Sugar Butte farmers Eric and Kayla Gibson and their farm manager were supporters of the GSC screening.) Dawn will forward the announcement via email.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:04pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

Next GSC meeting: Sunday, September 15, 2024, 12:30 p.m. in the FUUSM RE/Office building and on Zoom. 
--- Addenda ---
CITF Grant Report August 2024 - Rebecca Philllips

Solar Bench

After Jay Warmke's offer to repair the electronics if the bench is moved, I spoke with city development director Geoff Schenkel about alternate locations. Two suggestions that came from that conversation were Camp Tupper, between Third and Fourth Streets near the Quadranaou mound, and the Northwest Territory playground next to Washington School. Both of those sites are on city property, and the possibilities have been shared with safety services director Steve Wetz. As we learned, Jay and Annie Warmke have been in discussion with the library about placing the bench on the old genealogy library site at Fifth and Washington, which is not city property. I do not know if the library and the city have discussed the move.

Fort Street Pollinator Habitat

The habitat had three new volunteers working the first week of August and was a stop on the Rivers, Trails, and Ales Festival walking tour of pollinator sites, which had nine participants.

#########

Reports for Green Sanctuary Meeting of August 18, 2024 - George Banziger

Save Ohio Parks

The following is an excerpt from a report by a Columbus television station about a rare victory

for the Save Ohio Parks movement:

For almost a year now, members of Save Our Parks and other fracking opponents have

faithfully – but futilely – attended meetings of the state commission that approves drilling for oil

and gas under state lands.

Today, they were finally able to let loose with hoops of celebration as they learned the company

proposing the biggest fracking venture yet –- more than 13,000 acres, or over 20 square miles,

to frack under Salt Fork State Park and Wildlife Area -– withdrew its application.

Ryan Richardson, chair of the Ohio Oil &amp; Gas Land Management Commission, announced

Monday that a proposal to frack more than 13,000 acres at Salt Fork State Park was withdrawn

late Friday - at least temporarily. (WSYX/Darrel Rowland)

The victory may be short-lived, however, the company or another is free to seek drilling rights at

any time for the area near Cambridge east of Columbus. The Oil &amp; Gas Land Management

Commission –- stripped of any real oversight power by the GOP-dominated state legislature -–

has little choice but to OK a legitimately completed application.

The commission did approve fracking under two state wildlife areas: the entire 85 acres for Keen

Wildlife Area in Harrison County and 30 acres for Egypt Valley Wildlife Area in Belmont County --which is mostly reclaimed land from surface mining.

Citizens Climate Lobby

The Marietta Chapter of CCL continues to meet jointly with the Mahoning Valley Chapter and members of the Akron-Canton Chapter. Focus has been on the PROVE IT Act, a bipartisan bill before Congress, the Clean Energy Permitting Reform Act, and the recently introduced (in the House) Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act.

ReImagine Appalachia

Below are the upcoming events sponsored by RA:

 Register and attend the Grant of the Month (GOTM): Appalachian Regional Commission

(ARC) 101, August 29, 11 AM - 1 PM EST

 Register and attend the Community Conversations working group,  September 6, 11 AM EST 

 Register and attend the Make it in Appalachia Series, (Listening Sessions - virtual):

o Appalachia’s Manufacturing Strengths - September 12th, 3 PM EST 

o Industrial Hemp - September 26th, 3 PM EST

o Alternatives to Single-Use Plastic - October 10th, 3 PM EST 

o Green Building Products - October 24th, 3 PM EST 

Register and attend (virtually) the 2nd ReImagine Shuttered Coal Plant Summit on October 16th,

12 - 3 PM EST.

The recent news that the Washington County Commissioners have approved sale of the Gorsuch (coal-fired) Power Plant to Southeast Ohio Port Authority is an important event related to the last

program offered by RA. I do not know yet what plans that Jesse Roush of SEOPA has for this plant, but he has been in communication with RA about some ideas.

Devola Pollinator Project
Per Rebecca Phillips advice, I have put the project on hold during the hot summer months and am waiting for some cooler temperatures to promote the planting of native seeds in Devola with the ultimate purpose of establishing a pollinator corridor.

##########
