First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, March 17, 2024
In person RE/Office Building - Parlor, with Zoom option available

In attendance: in person- Adeline and Mike Bailey, George Banziger, and Dawn Hewitt; on Zoom - Anne Sparks and Jonathan Brier.
Co-chair Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:40pm.

Minutes of the February meeting were approved as submitted. 

Ecological Restoration projects - Mark Krivchenia and Dawn Hewitt  
Mark’s work day at the Broughton Blue Trail begins at 1:00pm today.

Some reminders:

· Native Plant Propagation Course, April 13 at Broughton Nature Preserve. To register, email mark.krivchenia@gmai.com. Cost is $25. Visit thebroughtonfoundation.org
· Native Plant Sales in late May and early June in Marietta, Parkersburg and Athens.The Marietta sale will be held Saturday, June 1, at the Marietta Farmers Market. Plants will be supplied by Native Roots and Rural Action. GSC has agreed to help with sales, staffing some tables. 

· Annie Warmke donated 1,000,000 native plant seeds; Mark has identified the species. Dawn has kept them in her refrigerator, awaiting plans for making use of them. Discussion and decision: GSC will organize packaging and labeling the seeds for distribution at Earth Day Marietta. 
FUUSM Earth Day service April 14
GSC is in charge of April 14 Sunday Service. Following suggestions from George Banziger, the reflection entitled ‘What Can One Little Person Do?” will be presented by several GSC members. Tentative speakers are as follows: George, on the Devola native plant corridor project; Vic Elam on the topic of his choice; Adeline Bailey on their solar panel home project; Jonathan Brier on the topic of his choice; Jim Grecni and Debra Miller on the topic of their choice. Rebecca Phillips will be worship leader; other GSC members will be invited to do readings. Choir will sing “We Can Plant a Forest:”  
Marietta’s Earth Day celebration will be held Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m. -1 p.m. at Armory Square. Vic Elam is representing GSC on the planning committee and has requested table space for GSC, Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action, and Citizens’ Climate Lobby. A table for voter registration will also be requested. The theme of “what one person can do” will probably be continued for the celebration. GSC will bring three canopies and three tables. Dawn will bring her solar-powered clothes line (again); George will have CCL banner and info; Cindy Taylor had  suggested adding art activities that demonstrate sustainability; Jonathan mentioned the True Pigment project using pollution from historic mining to create artists' pigments (link in chat listings addendum). We will distribute the packets of native plant seeds along with information sheets.  Other ideas for encouraging small acts to help the planet were discussed.
We need volunteers to clean up, tear down, and haul canopies back to UU. The event will be followed immediately by tree-planting at Buckley Island (ORINWR), which some members want to help with.
Updates: ReImagine Appalachia, CCL, OCEC/SAI, Devola pollinator project, Save Ohio Parks, Injection Wells - George Banziger (report at end)

Highlights from George’s report: 

ReImagine Appalachia reported on new job opportunities from the recently announced new methane emission standards.
CCL OH 6 Next meeting, March 18 on Zoom, conducted by Mahoning Valley chapter. The group will be focused on lobbying Senators Brown and Vance until a new representative for the district is elected. An idea for a newsletter, “Notes from Appalachia” to establish a relationship with Senator Vance is being discussed.
SAI/OCEC projects Director Dr. Tao has submitted several grant proposals to the Department of Energy for projects using the heat exchange technology. George and others on the advisory team recently looked at a new pool in Bridgeport; the team will soon meet with a sports facility group to consider a feasibility study for a pool in the proposed center. Jonathan Brier offered info on pools using biologics instead of chemicals in new pools in  the US.   
Devola pollinator corridor George continues to use Neighbors Nextdoor ro promote a project to plant land disrupted by recent sewer line work in Devola with native pollinator seeds. At his own expense, he has purchased seeds that he will share on a first come, first served basis to others who express interest in the project.
Injection Wells No update on the legal case that Bob Lane and colleague are pursuing. George plans to attend a March 27 meeting in Coolville to discuss the K & H wells in that area. 
Save Ohio Parks. At a February meeting, the Oil &Gas Land Management Commission approved several bids—in spite of the protests—but at least one company withdrew its application because of the ODNR restrictions.
Anne Sparks added SOP information:

1. Save Ohio Parks held a silent protest at the Ohio Oil and Gas Land Management Commission (Commission) meeting on Feb. 26. The commission approved bids from 3 different companies to lease parcels for fracking at Salt Fork State Park and at Valley Run and Zepernick Wildlife Areas. Details about the companies and the bids are found on the Save Ohio Parks website,  saveohioparks.org .
2. Information is also given at saveohioparks.org on additional parcels they can nominate to be considered for bidding by the Commission, and there is a link so you can write a message to the Commission opposing nomination of these parcels. 
3. Save Ohio Parks also held a protest on Feb. 26 in front of the Nationwide Insurance office in Columbus to make the public aware that Nationwide, along with many large insurance companies, invests in fossil fuel corporations, and yet many of them are canceling policies for customers in areas highly vulnerable to harm from climate change.

(See more info from Anne in the addendum) 
George raised CCL 6's involvement with state issues, citing concerns about disinformation regarding health risks from solar arrays being presented in meetings where citizens discussed approval or rejection of solar and wind power, mentioning that the WV legislature recently heard from Heartland about such risks. Jonathan dropped a link to info about all the US counties that have rejected solar or wind arrays (see chat listing in the addendum).
FaCT Ohio updates - Ginnie McNeil
Ginniesent info on FaCT Ohio's May 17 program featuring journalist Justin Nobel, who will be promoting his new book Petroleum-238: Big Oil's Dangerous Secret and the Grassroots Fight to Stop It.  Justin will be speaking live at West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River, OH 44116 and via Zoom.

George shared that Bob Lane, local independent oil and gas producer, told him that petroleum production has gone way up, so brine production is also up, as evidenced by many brine trucks on the road, even on weekends and holidays. The current big demand for electricity  has delayed the development of EVs and chargers.
MOVCA update - Adeline Bailey
· Successful virtual screening of “Atomic Hope - Inside the Pro-Nuclear Movement” with around 30 registered and good discussion afterward.

· WV Rivers and MOVCA co-sponsored free admission opening reception at the Parkersburg Art Center on March 9 for a mural depicting a vision of clean water and wetlands. After the exhibition at PAC, the mural will travel around several WV counties.

· MOVCA will partner with Green Sanctuary to screen "Common Ground", a new film made available by Interfaith Power and Light. The in-person-only screening will be offered in the FUUSM Social Hall on April 21st in the afternoon. MOVCA is planning a follow-up panel discussion on regenerative agriculture at a later date.   

Solar Charging Bench Update - New signage and the new backing board were installed by March 1. Upated signs will be required by April 1- no fooling! Additional help is requested for future updates!
The meeting was adjourned at 1:52pm
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

Next GSC meeting: Sunday, April 21, 2024, 12:30 p.m. in the FUUSM RE/Office building and on Zoom. Watch for the new Zoom link!
"Common Ground" screening at 2:30[,  Sunday, April 21. 
--- Addenda ---
Reports from George Banziger to Green Sanctuary Committee
ReImagine Appalachia.

I attended the biweekly meeting of RA on March 12. Most of this meeting was devoted to “earmark” funding (aka, congressionally directed spending). I have contacted senators Vance and Brown about making requests for such funding for projects I am working on (see below). No response yet from their offices.


I attended another webinar that RA sponsored on addressing methane emissions. Apparently, the new EPA standards on methane emissions will require a lot of new jobs for this labor-intensive work—the Ohio River Valley Institute estimates about 2500 jobs from this initiative just in Ohio (there are over 33,000 active wells in Ohio).

         Natalia Rudiak, who directs programs of faith-based groups and of local government agencies, was the featured presenter at the FUUSM worship service on March 3.  She also met with several people on the Saturday evening before at Dawn Hewitt’s house to discuss building neighborhood connections with about 12 interested people.


Upcoming RA events:



-How women wannabe farmers; March 20, noon (featuring our own Annie Warmke)



-Natural infrastructure workshop: April 16, noon

 
Citizens Climate Lobby  (I serve as the group leader for the Marietta chapter)


We have continued our enhanced collaboration with the Mahoning Valley CCL chapter (also in OH 06). Since Bill Johnson has left his seat in the House (January 2024) to assume the presidency of YSU, we have been focusing on our two US senators. CCL-Ohio is still looking for someone to serve as liaison with Senator Sherrod Brown’s office.


I had a conversation with John Sabin, Great Lakes & Ohio CCL Leader, about how much of CCL meetings are being devoted to local (Ohio issues) such as fracking on public lands, misinformation on health risks of renewable energy projects, and school districts leasing property to oil/gas companies. He and CCL understand these priorities in our region.

I had a separate conversation with John Sabin and Ray English, liaison with Senator Vance’s office, about filling the CCL-Ohio position of liaison with Senator Brown’s office. That decision is on hold for about a month. We also discussed the idea of a regular feature with Senator Vance’s office named “Notes from Appalachia.” I drafted a first offering for this feature, but we are still in discussion on the matter.
Organization of Clean Energy & Climate (I serve on the advisory group of the OCEC non-profit)


No word yet on the application we submitted to the Marietta Community Foundation on February 15. We hosted three members of application-review team of MCF at the project site on March 4. 


The heat-exchange technology is also being considered in connection with the planning for a major aquatic center in the area. This technology would be utilized to heat the water and buildings for the proposed aquatic center. The location of the aquatic center has not yet been determined; Dr. Tao, Executive Director of OCEC, is pressing for the OCEC site (just off Route 7 between Marietta & Belpre) to be the location. I also serve on the advisory group which is developing the plan for this aquatic center. On March 16 I traveled with Dr. Greg Krivcheniat and Mark Krivchenia and others on the advisory group to Bridgeport WV to observe their new recreational facility which includes a swimming pool. At that meeting we will hear a presentation by a company from Florida that is offering to do a feasibility study for the pool in the Marietta area. 


Dr. Tao is working on grant proposals for additional applications of the heat-exchange technology in the region and for support of renewable energy to power the data centers used to generate heat at the OCEC site. He is seeking these grants from the U.S. Department of Energy.
Devola Pollinator Project 


I have purchased two pounds of native plant seeds from Gary Conley of Rural Action. I received those seeds last week and planted my own native plant seeds in the 250 sq ft plot in my back yard. I have posted a message (with a photo of my plot) on Next Door-Devola social media site. In that message I mentioned that I will be providing seeds on a first-come, first-served basis free of charge along with a species list and planting instructions to people in Devola who are interested in establishing the pollinator corridor. I got a message from Next Door on Wednesday that there were 624 views to my message. I have heard from only two people so far who are definitely interested in establishing a native plant plot.
Injection Wells 


There is a meeting scheduled for March 27 at 7 p.m. at Coolville Elementary School to discuss K&H wells in the Torch area. This meeting is sponsored by the Ohio Environmental Network and the Ohio Brine Task Force. A scientist from Ohio U and an attorney from Earth Justice will be there. I plan to go. So is Bob Lane, the oil/gas producer who has filed a law suit against several brine-disposal companies (no update yet on his law suit). 
Save Ohio Parks 


SOP organized a protest for the scheduled March 4 meeting of the Oil & Gas Land Management Commission when the O&GLMC was expected to review bids from oil/gas companies to drill near and under public lands. Several bids were approved—in spite of the protests—but at least one company withdrew its application because of the ODNR restrictions. There were no bids approved in the Salt Fork Park area. Anne Sparks who is on the SOP Sterring Committee may offer more details on SOP. 
##########
Additional information from Anne Sparks
Email Alert from Save Ohio Parks Sunday, March 17, 2024
Greetings to supporters of Ohio's state parks, wildlife areas, and public lands: 

We write today with a recap of two events on February 26, as well as three new action alerts. Read on for more!
Commission selects bids to frack Salt Fork, wildlife areas 
First, on February 26, the Oil and Gas Land Management Commission met to consider bids to frack Salt Fork State Park, Valley Run Wildlife Area, Zepernick Wildlife Area, and several parcels of Ohio Department of Transportation land. 

Given that the meeting was moved to Ohio State Police headquarters, we expected a strong police presence. So we adapted our tactics to a silent protest that included The Lamentors, seen above carrying messages of what the climate crisis -- caused by ever more drilling, fracking, and mining -- will bring. 

As our members and supporters wore No Fracking T-shirts, carried banners, and held up photos of children and grandchildren, the Lamentors walked silently through the meeting. We could not stop the commissioners from awarding our parks and wildlife areas to the highest bidder, but we could make it as uncomfortable for them as possible. 

Although the names of the fracking companies bidding on our parks were secret, once the bids were awarded, the companies and their entire bids became public. Here are the results: 
	Nomination 
	Location 
	Bid Winner 

	23-DNR-0001 
	Valley Run Wildlife Area 
	Encino Acquisition Partners 

	23-DNR-0002 
	Valley Run Wildlife Area 
	Encino Acquisition Partners 

	23-DNR-0003 
	Valley Run Wildlife Area 
	Encino Acquisition Partners 

	23-DNR-0004 
	Zepernick Wildlife Area 
	Encino Acquisition Partners 

	23-DNR-0005 
	Salt Fork State Park 
	None 

	23-DNR-0006 
	Salt Fork State Park 
	Infinity Natural Resources Ohio 

	23-DNR-0007 
	Salt Fork State Park 
	Infinity Natural Resources Ohio 


You can find a line-up of selected bids on the commission website, as well as all the bid documents for each nomination. 
Insure Our Future rally 
After the sadness of watching the Oil and Gas Land Management Commissioners decide who to sell our parks and wildlife areas to, we moved to a more empowering event, gathering on the public High Street sidewalk in front of Nationwide Insurance to tell them to insure our future, not fossil fuels. 

Nationwide, like almost all large insurance companies, is abandoning policyholders in climate vulnerable states while investing heavily in fossil fuels that cause the climate crisis. According to the Investing in Climate Chaos database, Nationwide invests $4.5 billion in fossil fuels. Yet they recently dropped 10,000 policyholders in coastal North Carolina. 

At our rally, co-sponsored by Third Act Ohio, we heard from several speakers about the climate and insurance crisis, along with music by Jenny Morgan. We held banners and posters, and everyone signed a letter to Kirt Walker, the CEO of Nationwide. 
Special note
Now that the bid documents for oil and gas companies trying to frack our parks have become public, we can identify the insurance companies making this possible. Without insurance, fracking companies can't operate. Sadly, a lot of major companies are willing to provide this insurance, including: 

· Arch Insurance Company 

· Lloyd's of London 

· Travelers Insurance 

· Liberty Mutual Insurance 

· Ace American Insurance 

· Markel Insurance 

If you have personal property insurance with any of these companies, it's time to switch. Look for a regional mutual insurance company in your area. 
Three new action alerts 
The Insure Our Future rally was part of a global week of action, with 105 events in 31 countries on five continents. There were also 476,000 digital actions -- which you can still join! 
Act Now:
Tell Big Insurance: Stop profiting off fossil fuels while leaving customers holding the bag
This letter goes to over 70 executives at eight large insurance companies, telling them to stop dropping customers and raising rates while investing heavily in fossil fuels. Nationwide isn't the only company doing this: 

Berkshire Hathaway, which owns Geico and AMGuard, has pulled all agents from California while investing $46.2 billion in fossil fuels. CEO Warren Buffett says climate should not play any part in business decision making. 
State Farm will no longer renew any policies in California, while investing $18.2 billion in fossil fuels. 
Allstate is no longer writing policies in California while investing $2.5 billion in fossil fuels. 
Liberty Mutual is dropping coverage for businesses in California while investing $1.5 billion in fossil fuels. 
This letter goes to executives at all these companies, telling them to insure our future, not fossil fuels!
Two more wildlife areas nominated for fracking 
Directly on the heels of awarding fracking bids for Salt Fork, Valley Run, and Zepernick, the Oil and Gas Land Management Commission has posted two new nominations: Egypt Valley Wildlife Area in Belmont County, and Keen Wildlife Area in Harrison County. 
Act Now:
Tell the commission: No fracking in Egypt Valley Wildlife Area 

Egypt Valley Wildlife Area is over 18,000 acres, donated mostly by The Conservation Fund, and expanded in partnership with groups like Ducks Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation, and Ruffed Grouse Society. The land was surface mined for decades, but is now recovering. It is a haven for people and wildlife alike, featuring the large Piedmont Lake. 

None of this is compatible with fracking. To submit a public comment, go to the new Nomination Comment Form, select Nomination #24-DNR-0001, and let the commissioners know you oppose fracking at Egypt Valley Wildlife Area. Find a sample letter here. 
Act Now: 
Tell the commission: No fracking in Keen Wildlife Area
Keen Wildlife Area is 84 acres donated by the estate of Mrs. Margaret Keen. Management is supposed to include protection and improvement of existing woodlands to maintain biodiversity. Major activities include hunting, hiking, bird watching, and nature study.

None of this is compatible with fracking. To submit a public comment, go to the new Nomination Comment Form, select Nomination #24-DNR-0002, and let the commissioners know you oppose fracking at Keen Wildlife Area. Find a sample letter here.

Thank you for continuing to stand up for Ohio's state parks, wildlife areas, and public lands!
##########

Chat messages from March 17, meeting:
13:10:49 From Jonathan Brier to Everyone:    https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270581761_THE_USE_OF_SPHAGNUM_MOSS_IN_THE_INDOOR_POOLS_AT_THE_EPPLEY_RECREATION_CENTER

13:26:12 From Jonathan Brier to Everyone:

        https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2024/03/04/us-renewable-energy-grid-maps-graphics/72811677007/

13:28:50 From Jonathan Brier to Everyone:

        https://www.truepigments.com/get-to-know-us/about

13:44:52 From Jonathan Brier to Everyone:

        Found this startup interesting, still doing research on it and the risks https://www.climatize.earth/how-it-works-climatize/

13:46:41 From Jonathan Brier to Everyone:

        Link to George's news: https://www.newsandsentinel.com/opinion/local-columns/2024/03/mid-ohio-valley-climate-corner-transition-from-exploitation-to-sustainability/

13:51:53 From Jonathan Brier to Everyone:

        https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?type=ref&county=073&state=39&agency=rd

13:53:30 From Jonathan Brier to Everyone:

        https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/energy-programs/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency-improvement-guaranteed-loans
##########
