


	Email Alert from Save Ohio Parks Sunday, March 17, 2024
Greetings to supporters of Ohio's state parks, wildlife areas, and public lands: 
We write today with a recap of two events on February 26, as well as three new action alerts. Read on for more!
Commission selects bids to frack Salt Fork, wildlife areas 
First, on February 26, the Oil and Gas Land Management Commission met to consider bids to frack Salt Fork State Park, Valley Run Wildlife Area, Zepernick Wildlife Area, and several parcels of Ohio Department of Transportation land. 
Given that the meeting was moved to Ohio State Police headquarters, we expected a strong police presence. So we adapted our tactics to a silent protest that included The Lamentors, seen above carrying messages of what the climate crisis -- caused by ever more drilling, fracking, and mining -- will bring. 
As our members and supporters wore No Fracking T-shirts, carried banners, and held up photos of children and grandchildren, the Lamentors walked silently through the meeting. We could not stop the commissioners from awarding our parks and wildlife areas to the highest bidder, but we could make it as uncomfortable for them as possible. 
Although the names of the fracking companies bidding on our parks were secret, once the bids were awarded, the companies and their entire bids became public. Here are the results: 
	Nomination 
	Location 
	Bid Winner 

	23-DNR-0001 
	Valley Run Wildlife Area 
	Encino Acquisition Partners 

	23-DNR-0002 
	Valley Run Wildlife Area 
	Encino Acquisition Partners 

	23-DNR-0003 
	Valley Run Wildlife Area 
	Encino Acquisition Partners 

	23-DNR-0004 
	Zepernick Wildlife Area 
	Encino Acquisition Partners 

	23-DNR-0005 
	Salt Fork State Park 
	None 

	23-DNR-0006 
	Salt Fork State Park 
	Infinity Natural Resources Ohio 

	23-DNR-0007 
	Salt Fork State Park 
	Infinity Natural Resources Ohio 


You can find a line-up of selected bids on the commission website, as well as all the bid documents for each nomination. 
Insure Our Future rally 
After the sadness of watching the Oil and Gas Land Management Commissioners decide who to sell our parks and wildlife areas to, we moved to a more empowering event, gathering on the public High Street sidewalk in front of Nationwide Insurance to tell them to insure our future, not fossil fuels. 
Nationwide, like almost all large insurance companies, is abandoning policyholders in climate vulnerable states while investing heavily in fossil fuels that cause the climate crisis. According to the Investing in Climate Chaos database, Nationwide invests $4.5 billion in fossil fuels. Yet they recently dropped 10,000 policyholders in coastal North Carolina. 
At our rally, co-sponsored by Third Act Ohio, we heard from several speakers about the climate and insurance crisis, along with music by Jenny Morgan. We held banners and posters, and everyone signed a letter to Kirt Walker, the CEO of Nationwide. 
Special note
Now that the bid documents for oil and gas companies trying to frack our parks have become public, we can identify the insurance companies making this possible. Without insurance, fracking companies can't operate. Sadly, a lot of major companies are willing to provide this insurance, including: 
· Arch Insurance Company 
· Lloyd's of London 
· Travelers Insurance 
· Liberty Mutual Insurance 
· Ace American Insurance 
· Markel Insurance 
If you have personal property insurance with any of these companies, it's time to switch. Look for a regional mutual insurance company in your area. 
Three new action alerts 
The Insure Our Future rally was part of a global week of action, with 105 events in 31 countries on five continents. There were also 476,000 digital actions -- which you can still join! 
Act Now:
Tell Big Insurance: Stop profiting off fossil fuels while leaving customers holding the bag
This letter goes to over 70 executives at eight large insurance companies, telling them to stop dropping customers and raising rates while investing heavily in fossil fuels. Nationwide isn't the only company doing this: 
· Berkshire Hathaway, which owns Geico and AMGuard, has pulled all agents from California while investing $46.2 billion in fossil fuels. CEO Warren Buffett says climate should not play any part in business decision making. 
· State Farm will no longer renew any policies in California, while investing $18.2 billion in fossil fuels. 
· Allstate is no longer writing policies in California while investing $2.5 billion in fossil fuels. 
· Liberty Mutual is dropping coverage for businesses in California while investing $1.5 billion in fossil fuels. 
This letter goes to executives at all these companies, telling them to insure our future, not fossil fuels!
Two more wildlife areas nominated for fracking 
Directly on the heels of awarding fracking bids for Salt Fork, Valley Run, and Zepernick, the Oil and Gas Land Management Commission has posted two new nominations: Egypt Valley Wildlife Area in Belmont County, and Keen Wildlife Area in Harrison County. 
Act Now:
Tell the commission: No fracking in Egypt Valley Wildlife Area 
Egypt Valley Wildlife Area is over 18,000 acres, donated mostly by The Conservation Fund, and expanded in partnership with groups like Ducks Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation, and Ruffed Grouse Society. The land was surface mined for decades, but is now recovering. It is a haven for people and wildlife alike, featuring the large Piedmont Lake. 
None of this is compatible with fracking. To submit a public comment, go to the new Nomination Comment Form, select Nomination #24-DNR-0001, and let the commissioners know you oppose fracking at Egypt Valley Wildlife Area. Find a sample letter here. 
Act Now: 
Tell the commission: No fracking in Keen Wildlife Area
Keen Wildlife Area is 84 acres donated by the estate of Mrs. Margaret Keen. Management is supposed to include protection and improvement of existing woodlands to maintain biodiversity. Major activities include hunting, hiking, bird watching, and nature study.
None of this is compatible with fracking. To submit a public comment, go to the new Nomination Comment Form, select Nomination #24-DNR-0002, and let the commissioners know you oppose fracking at Keen Wildlife Area. Find a sample letter here.
Thank you for continuing to stand up for Ohio's state parks, wildlife areas, and public lands!

