First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, January 21, 2024

In person RE/Office Building - Parlor, with Zoom option available

In attendance: Adeline and Mike Bailey, Vic Elam, Dawn Hewitt, Chris and Kelcey Jacobs, and Mark Krivchenia in person; George Banziger, Jonathan Brier, Susan Henderson, Lace Lynch, Anne Sparks, and Cindy Taylor on Zoom.

Co-chair Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:44pm.
Minutes of the December meeting were approved as submitted. 

Ecological Restoration projects - Mark Krivchenia  
Mark announced several upcoming events:

· Friends of Ohio River Islands NWR Annual Meeting January 27, 2024, 5–7:30 p.m.
· Workday at Middle Island (adjacent to St. Marys) next Sunday, January 28

· Native Plant Propagation Course, two sessions, Saturday, March 23, at Broughton Nature Preserve

· Native Plant Sales in late May and early June in Marietta, Parkersburg, and Athens.

GSC is invited to co-sponsor the Native Plant Sales and to participate with a table at one or more of the events. Current list of sponsors includes Broughton Nature Preserve. Friends of the Ohio River Islands, Washington County Master Gardeners, Ohio River Valley Master Naturalists, Native Roots Nursery, LLC, and Rural Action. Rebecca Phillips reported by email that the Fort Street Pollinator Habitat has been invited to staff a table at the events.

After discussion, the committee agreed to become a cosponsor.

Mark’s restoration work continues during winter months with such things as seed processing and collection, but weather prevents any regular scheduling of workdays. He invited all who are interested in working on projects to contact him to be added to his email list to know when work is happening. (mark.krivchenia@gmail.com)

Air Quality Monitor for FUUSM
Jonathan Brier will continue to remind the committee of his proposal that GSC sponsor a monitor. Vic Elam will bring the proposal to the Board of Trustees and to Buildings and Grounds for further input. (Please see December minutes for info on considerations)

Updates: ReImagine Appalachia, CCL, OCEC/SAI, Devola pollinator project, Save Ohio Parks (with input from Anne Sparks), Injection Wells—George Banziger (report at end)

Highlights from George’s report: 

ReImagine Appalachia’s strategic planning summit raised many ideas for “green” local manufacturing . 
CCL OH 6 District 6 Rep. Bill Johnson’s resignation from the House has hampered lobbying efforts; therefore, the Ohio 6 chapter has been lobbying Sen. Brown, especially on climate legislation.

SAI/OCEC projects Organization of Clean Energy and Climate is looking into a new project for their heat capture technology: a proposed aquatic center, which may be added to their current site.

Devola pollinator corridor George continues to promote a project to plant land disrupted by recent sewer line work in Devola with native pollinator seeds. He is looking into sources for more seeds and plants. 

Save Ohio Parks. Anne Sparks reported that SOP is growing and making decisions about enlarging their work efforts. They are considering applying for 501c3 status. Most recent concerns are the continuing bids to ODNR’s Oil and Gas Land Management Commission, and Gov. DeWine’s support for drilling under Ohio State Parks. She noted his recent declaration of 2024 as the Year of Ohio State Parks, marking their 75th anniversary, and the projected opening of Great Council Park honoring Indigenous Peoples (Shawnee) near Yellow Springs. SOP may make any connected events an opportunity to protest.   

Injection Wells George said that independent producer Bob Lane has no news on his court case, but he remains optimistic. Lane told George that the successor named to the state senate position of Frank Hoagland (our district), Brian Chavez, is the owner of Deep Rock Disposal Co.
FaCT Ohio updates—Ginnie McNeil

Dawn received a message from Ginnie saying that she is at home in “survival mode” with current weather conditions that are also affecting her internet connection. She reports that she is contacting brine education partners considering youth education/participants.

MOVCA update—Adeline Bailey, Cindy Taylor

MOVCA has partnered with FaCT Ohio to apply for a grant from Working Films that would enable the groups to share equipment—including a solar generator for sites without electrical hookup—for outdoor screenings of environmental justice documentaries in rural areas. The grant includes financial support for putting on screening events, acquiring films, and training in the use of the equipment. On February 22, MOVCA will host a virtual screening (not connected with the grant) of “Atomic Hope - Inside the Pro-Nuclear Movement,” details coming soon. Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Corner column continues to inform area readers about responding to the climate crisis. All columns and press releases available on the website movclimateaction.org.

Solar Charging Bench Update - Dawn and Adeline will meet on Thursday, January 25, to discuss updating the signage. Problems with moisture have destroyed some of the “current events” signs that were attempted; they will experiment with some new ideas for protecting the updated signs. Additional folks to help with developing messaging and sign durability are welcome to join the effort.

Thinking Ahead: Earth Day plans - Worship and Music committee has suggested that GSC plan FUUSM’s April 14th worship service. Dawn suggested Ginnie McNeil as possible speaker, with Rebecca Phillips as worship leader. Marietta’s Earth Day celebration will probably be held Saturday, April 20. Dawn has represented GSC on the planning committee; Vic Elam volunteered represent GSC on the planning committee this year. GSC will probably host a booth, perhaps coordinating with other groups as in the past. It was suggested that having a theme for our booth would make planning easier. George suggested focusing on “what one little person can do”; Cindy Taylor suggested adding art activities that demonstrate sustainability.

New Zoom link - FUUSM’s new Zoom account now supports a new link for GSC’s meetings. GSC will use the new link for the February meeting, The group thanked George for generously sharing his Zoom account for many months of meetings, and set him free from the task of setting them up in future.

Chat recording - Throughout the meeting, comments and information from Zoom participants were placed in the chat, which was recorded. The chat recording in document form is included with other addenda to these minutes..  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:42pm
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

Next GSC meeting: Sunday, February18, 2024, 12:30 p.m. in the FUUSM RE/Office building and on Zoom. Watch for the new Zoom link!
--- Addenda ---
Reports from George Banziger to Green Sanctuary Committee

ReImagine Appalachia – I participated in the online two-day Strategy Summit conducted by RA. The first session (January 16) covered clean & efficient manufacturing in Appalachia. Presenters included projects involving clean-energy manufacturing in Ohio, clean-energy supply chains, coal-field development, outreach programs for survivors of abuse, training in processing for critical minerals, hemp manufacturing (as an alternative to plastics), Solar Holler (transforming coal fields to solar fields), projects targeting job opportunities for those previously involved in the criminal justice system. In the break-out session, “Make What in Appalachia?” several ideas for manufacturing in Appalachia were raised including: biomaterials (industrial hemp), green steel (defined as utilizing sustainable practices from mining and transport to heating from hydrogen rather than coal, and using scrap steel),  transporting with green-fueled barges, and materials for LEED-certified buildings, repurposing abandoned oil/gas wells for geothermal energy, and processing rare-earth metals from coal tailings.


On the second day (January 17) of the Summit presenters were recipients of U.S. Department of Energy awards and included projects involving growing food crops in rural WV, training formerly incarcerated persons (one project utilizes training in solar installation at Blue Rock Station with the Warmkes), promoting union jobs in central Appalachia. I was the note taker for a break-out session on community benefit agreements (a requirement for applicants to Department of Energy grants). CBAs involve principles related to local hiring, hiring of under-represented groups, health & environmental standards, employment at prevailing wages with health benefits, access to public transit for workers, affordable housing, community amenities (e.g. green spaces, access to grocery stores) etc.

Citizens Climate Lobby  (I serve as the group leader for the Marietta chapter)– Our Marietta CCL chapter is working toward greater collaboration with the Mahoning Valley chapter (Youngstown area) and toward that end has developed a press release explaining this development. Members of the Akron-Canton CCL chapter, most of whom are in OH 06 CD, are interested in this collaboration as well. Sam Hattrup, Congressman Bill Johnson’s Legislative Director has agreed to meet with us one more time (January 23) even though Johnson’s last day officially is January 21. Johnson has been hired as the new president of Youngstown State University. Sam cannot do any lobbying, and we cannot lobby Johnson’s office until a  successor is officially in place.  This will be done after the primary election (March 2024) and after a special general election (June 2024) for Johnson’s successor.  We have been lobbying Senator Brown’s office about some recent legislation (Clean Competition Act).

Organization of Clean Energy & Climate (I serve on the advisory group of the OCEC non-profit)- There have been several potential and promising applications for the heat-exchange project that utilizes & captures heat from data centers at the project site (between Marietta & Belpre, just off Route 7.  The 5,000 sq ft greenhouse has already been built and will be utilized for growing vegetables during winter months. A new opportunity for the greenhouse has emerged in the past month in the form of a partnership with Rural Action, which will utilize a portion of the greenhouse for cultivation of native trees. I am preparing a grant application to the Anterio Foundation to support this activity. 


The most significant project being developed relates to the proposed aquatic center, which will likely utilize the technology of OCEC for its heating. Dr. Greg Krivchenia, who has provided a generous lead gift for the project, and Mark Krivchenia have organized a group to plan this effort. One site, along with other options, to be considered for this aquatic center is the OCEC project site.


A fish hatchery is currently being built at the project site and will begin operation soon.


Dr. Tao Wu, Executive Director of OCEC, is preparing a grant application to the U.S. Department of Energy involving “hydropower,” which will utilize special devices to harness the power of Ohio River water and heat for the Marietta Water Treatment Plant. 

Devola Pollinator Project – With the help of Gary Conley of Rural Action and Jen Johnson of Native Roots Inc, I am acquiring seeds of native plants and some native plants themselves for planting in my own plot. The plot is in an area disturbed and dug up for the recent Devola Sewer Project. I have asked other residents of Devola, whose yards are similarly disturbed, to do the same and have received statements of interest. I am considering providing the seeds which I am purchasing to others in Devola in order to give them a “nudge” toward the development of a pollinator corridor in Devola.

Save Ohio Parks – No update on activities during the past month. The organizing group for this project is meeting this weekend.

Injection Wells – I talked to Bob Lane who has a lawsuit against injection well companies. Bob Lane’s attorneys went to appeals court in Pickaway County. Discussion in the court led the attorneys to believe that at least one judge seemed favorable to Bob’s case. No judgment yet from this court yet. Bob told me that the successor named to the state senator position of Frank Hoagland (our district), Brian Chavez, is the owner of Deep Rock Disposal Co.

Message from Rebecca Phillips

Do we want to cosponsor a series of native plant sales being organized by Mark Krivchenia? They are being held in Athens, Marietta, and Parkersburg in May and June (no dates conflicting with our sale). The Fort Street Pollinator Habitat has been offered an informational table if we want to share our handouts. The other sponsoring organizations are 
Broughton Nature Preserves
Friends of the Ohio River Islands
Washington County Master Gardeners
Ohio River Valley Master Naturalists
Native Roots Nursery, LLC
Rural Action.
Please add this question to the agenda. We would need volunteers for a table for each date; I know that I will not be available for the Athens event on May 25.
Chat Recording

13:10:46 From Anne Sparks To Everyone:


https://www.hometownstations.com/news/allen_county/gov-dewine-declares-2024-the-year-of-ohio-state-parks/article_000e8a84-b876-11ee-b3ab-d7e8e6050a41.html

13:19:46 From Cindy Taylor To Everyone:


This is grant MOVCA is applying for with FaCThttps://www.workingfilms.org/call-for-applications-for-environmental-justice-leaders-to-host-community-film-series/

13:26:49 From lacel To Everyone:


I can hear Adeline but others in the room not very well

13:38:12 From Jonathan Brier To Everyone:


I wanted to share something I'm working - getting CABL bus route into 3rd party apps. - https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=13/39.4079/-81.4648&layers=T and asking WMCAP (http://www.wmcap.org/transportation.html) to enable their route digitally via GTFS faciliated by the US gov transporation program for rural https://www.nationalrtap.org/Technology-Tools/GTFS-Builder

13:38:51 From Jonathan Brier To Everyone:


https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=13/39.4079/-81.4648&layers=T.
