First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, October 15, 2023
In person RE/Office Building - Parlor, with Zoom option available
In attendance: Dawn Hewitt, Jim Grecni and Debra Miller, Vic Elam, Kelcey and Chris Jacobs, Mark Krivchenia, and Adeline and Mike Bailey in person; George Banziger and Ginnie McNeil on Zoom.
Co-chair Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:40pm.

Minutes of the October meeting were approved as submitted.

Quick Postmortems:
Sustainable Supper - Nineteen people attended the gathering on September 30, sharing good food, thoughtful discussion, and a fun time. 
Indigenous Peoples' Day Celebration - More than a dozen people attended this first try at celebrating IPD, including a local member of the Menominee tribe. Dawn gave kudos to all involved, and Adeline expressed hope for greater advance notice and participation from others on the HIP (Honoring Indigenous People) team to plan for next year, as well as getting to know people from the Cutler area Tutelo Nahyssan Tribal Nation and supporting them as they seek federal recognition for their tribe. FUUSM friend Ami Rush is a member of the tribe.
Solar Bench Progress - A double-sided sign designed and put together by Adeline was installed in the solar charging bench display window by Mike on October 4. Materials for the sign cost $50.74; Baileys requested reimbursement, to be withdrawn from the aluminum sales cash fund.

- The need for a subcommittee to keep content current on the announcement areas of the sign was discussed. Adeline and Dawn volunteered to deal with immediate updates. Several suggestions for content were put forward, and ideas for combatting the moisture problem inside the display area were submitted. Vic Elam suggested that long-term planning for signage updates could be coordinated with the proposed new Wayside Pulpit.

- A publicized event to introduce the bench to the community was discussed, with a tentative date of  Saturday, November 4 . Dawn will contact city representatives about their involvement.

Ecological Restoration projects - Mark Krivchenia  
Mark said the October 8th Walk for the Wild organized by the Friends of Ohio River was successful, with good participation from the community and great volunteer help.

Mark has more regular work days ahead for seed collecting and processing. He said planning for next year is underway, and volunteers are welcome. Anyone interested in volunteering is invited to contact Mark to be added to the email list for regular announcements of work days and other activities (mark.krivchenia@gmail.com). 
Air Quality Monitor for FUUSM
In September, Jonathan Brier proposed that GSC sponsor a monitor at FUUSM. At that time, he said the monitors measure particulate and VOC levels at very precise locations and offer “citizen science” participation in air quality measurements, giving a closer look at environmental issues. Sponsoring costs $350 - $400. Questions raised included cost - Mike said $300-$400 is currently held by the congregation in a GSC account, and the aluminum sales cash fund has an additional $200 (estimated); need for additional monitors in the city - two already installed blocks away; work and personnel required to locate site, install, report data, reboot;  more info about what the monitors measure - need to hear from Jonathan again before any decision is made.
Hofart/Henderhan Pollinator Habitat - Rebecca Phillips 
Rebecca is out of town, but she emailed that there was no news to report at this time.
FaCT Ohio updates

"Greenies" program:  Ginnie McNeil reported that she and Chris Jacobs, clerk of the local Quaker meeting met over Zoom with Allen McGrew to discuss the program for youth she has been developing. Project status- Quakers will need to sign off on the proposed program and administer the grant payment; Ginnie has confirmed that FaCT Ohio will supply the Quaker meeting with the matching $500 funding. Ginnie will write the grant proposal, with input from GSC and FUUSM.  The program would be launched next spring. Ginnie mentioned that she had contacted the Chalice Lighters committee about coordinating with their plans; Vic Elam noted that the Chalice Lighters Project may be put on hold until some aspects have been worked out. George Banziger suggested that Ginnie prepare a one-page summary of the proposed program to present to the Quaker meeting and others involved. Kelcey Jacobs, also part of the Quaker meeting, said their next business meeting will take place in November, at which time the grant proposal would be considered. If they agree to participate, the grant application would be ready to go. 
Updates: CCL, Fracking on public lands/Save Ohio Parks, Injection Wells, ReImagine Appalachia/SAI - George Banziger (report at end)

Highlights: 
CCL OH 6 meets tomorrow (Monday, October 16)  at 7pm on Zoom. 
Fracking on public lands/ Save Ohio Parks. Major SOP rally at the Ohio Statehouse on Friday, October 27, noon.  Continue to send comments on "nominations"  for leasing on public lands to Oil and Gas Land Management - because, as time goes by, OGLM thinks the opposition will disappear.
ReImagine Appalachia has several upcoming events (Please see George's report for list).
George is working as a volunteer with Organization of Clean Energy and Climate, a new, non-profit research center being developed just off Route 7 South near the Eramet site, that combines data processing with waste heat recovery. Current plans are to heat a greenhouse to grow produce during the winter. George has received endorsements from ag and CTE teachers in local school districts for participation in the project which will work with Harvest of Hope to supply food to community people this winter.The executive director of OCEC, Dr. Tao Wu, will be in Marietta this week (Oct.16-21), meeting with Marietta College and Washington State to discuss other research projects. OCEC is seeking federal grant funding for a solar array to supply electricity to SAI.Tech, the bitcoin mining data processing center producing the waste heat . George and Dr. Tao have prepared a one-page summary of their ideas (attached - George suggested that their summary could serve as a model for the Greenies project proposal to Quaker meeting and others.)
Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action
Adeline reported that the group’s next major campaign will be educating ;the community about the Mountain Valley Pipeline. An in-person screening of the documentary film, "Not On This Land", is part of the MVP campaign which will include a PSA and perhaps billboards, will be scheduled soon, probably at FUUSM.
MOV Climate Corner writers continue to submit excellent aarticles weekly for the column running in the Parkersburg News and Sentinel. 

MOVCA plans a visioning session on Saturday, October 21, to help determine next steps for the organization. 
Community Tree-Planting Project - Roger Kalter
Dawn announced that Roger Kalter is seeking volunteer help with a community tree-planting project in Marietta, scheduled for Make A Difference Day, October 28. He needs people knowledgeable about tree-planting to help supervise 30- 60 volunteers working on more than 1.2 miles of River Trail where trees will be planted. About 50 trees of various sizes will be planted. Roger's project has been coordinated with the City Tree Commission. Jim Grecni, George Banziger and Vic Elam have volunteered to help with the project. Dawn  recommended volunteering to help with this "worthy project." (More info about ways to volunteer in a message from Roger at the end of  the minutes.) 
 
Announcements
- Dawn reminded all who have volunteered to sweep the Muskingum Park East section of the River Trail to check their calendars for their assignments and help keep the trail clear.
- Don't forget to VOTE!
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45pm
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

Next GSC meeting: Sunday,November 15, 12:30 p.m. in the FUUSM RE/Office building.
Addenda
Reports for Green Sanctuary Meeting –  George Banziger

October 15, 2023
Citizens Climate Lobby
Alexis Smith (of the Mahoning Valley Chapter), Rebecca Phillips, Bob Chase and I met with Sam Hattrup, Congressman Bill Johnson’s Legislative Director on September 28.  We shall summarize that meeting at our CCL OH6 meeting scheduled for October 16 at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

The Energy Innovation Act was recently introduced in the House. Probably not much chance of its passing in this Congress.
 CCL priority is to promote permitting reform.

Marietta CCL chapter and Mahoning Valley chapter are moving toward greater collaboration.
Save Ohio Parks

Major rally at the Ohio Statehouse on October 27, noon.


Bill McKibben’s short video on fracking on Ohio public lands
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=656378749971300

Keep sending comments on “nominations”


Oil & gas companies are expanding fracking activities nationally.
ReImagine Appalachia – Events

Better Vision for the Ohio River Valley, October 21, 9 am – 4 pm, Wierton WV


Reforestng Mine Lands – Webinar, October 24, 1 pm


Ohio River Valley Institute – Meet & greet, November 9, 4-7 pm at 2571 Neal Ave., Columbus
Organization for Clean Energy & Climate (OCEC)

You may be aware that I have been serving as a volunteer for OCEC, working with Dr. Tao Wu, the Executive Director. This is a non-profit organization that is focused on recycling heat from super computers for various applications. The first application will be to a 5,000 ft2 greenhouse located at the project site on 550 Gravel Bank Road, just off Route 7 south of Marietta. We have submitted two grant applications (Marietta Community Foundation and Parkersburg Area Community Foundation) to support the acquisition of supplies for the greenhouse. Other applications of recycled heat include a fish hatchery, providing hot water to hospitals. We have also prepared a one-page summary of our ideas for seeking a federal grant to acquire solar panels to provide the electricity for the computers, which are conducting Bitcoion mining, and to expand the project to other applications. We have asked Congressman Bill Johnson’s office to shelp us with that grant seeking.


We have received many visitors to the project site including: two of the Washington County Commissioners, ag and CTE teachers from three school districts in Washington county, the OSU extension agent in Washington County, the WVU extension agent in Wood County, board president of Harvest of Hope, principal of the Wood County Technical Center and the Caperton Center. The Superintendent of Wood County Schools will visit on October 17. With teachers and public-school administrators, we have been discussing educational opportunities of the project for local students in Washington County (OH) and in Wood County (WV).


Dr. Tao is also in conversation with representatives of Marietta College and Washington State Community College about research projects associated with OCEC.


Dr. Tao will be in Marietta from October 16-21.


I have descriptive materials and planning strategies on file if anyone is interested.

George Banziger
******
One-Page Summary for OCEC Project (for grant proposals) - George Banziger
Organization of Clean Energy and Climate

Computing Heat Recycle Technology Development Center

The non-profit Organization of Clean Energy and Climate (OCEC) seeks assistance to expand its practical applications of an innovative technology to capture heat from high-end computer servers and to establish an array of solar panels to reduce the carbon footprint of its computer servers. OCEC has already established a project site just south of Marietta OH. This site includes computer servers, a rack unit, a pump station and a 5,000 ft 2 greenhouse. These items are already completed and were shown to the public in an August 9th, 2023, open house. As it first application of this heat-capture technology, this greenhouse will be used to cultivate green vegetables for distribution to food pantries and community-meal sites in Washington County (Ohio) and Wood County (West Virginia). Part of this project will include an educational component whereby high school and college students who are enrolled in agricultural, CTE, and environmental programs in the Mid-Ohio Valley. Endorsements from school districts in both counties have already been obtained as part of applications for small grants from local foundations (the outcomes of the review of these applications are pending). These small grants, if awarded, will be used to acquire garden supplies for the greenhouse and some curricular materials.


OCEC would like to expand its utilization of captured heat to other applications beyond the existing greenhouse. Some ideas for expansion at the current project site are: a fish hatchery, a demonstration of waste water reclamation and an environmentally benign oil water separation process.  And ideas for applications at additional sites in the region include providing hot water to hospital buildings. 


Please note that both of these counties are included in the federally defined area of Appalachia.


Currently, the computer servers are connected to a sub-station of AEP-Ohio for its electrical service. These systems use approximately 1 MWh. In order to reduce the carbon footprint created by this electrical usage, OCEC would like to establish an array of solar panels.  Experts in solar panel systems have estimated that 2000 solar panels would provide 1 MWh electrical supply to the computer servers.  The solar system and demonstration units of fish hatchery system, wastewater reclamation, and innovative oil water separation process will be built and tested at Marietta site with an estimated cost of $2 million. (Solar system ~ $1.4 million, computing heat recycle technology demonstration system ~ $0.6 million)


OCEC will work with one of its sponsors, SAI Tech a publicly traded company, to build the systems and test them at the Marietta site. 
For further information contact Dr. Tao Wu (480-266-0965; taowu@sai.tech)
******
Message from Roger Kalter - Tree-Planting Project
"I’ve now got 24 large trees and 22 small trees to get planted between now and October 28th. I will be focused full-time with this major community effort. Specifics i can really use help with to be safe and improve our community:
1. Open pickup truck to haul two 100-150 pound, 12 foot tall red oaks from Greenleaf to Indian Acres. Driver will not have to lift anything. I would be there. 

2. Mature compost or augmented soil. Plans are to put 5 gallons good soil in tree holes where necessary.

3. Mulch to surround each tree to hold moisture and protect from mowing (largest threat to trees). 

4. Individuals knowledgeable about tree planting to assist supervising 9-12 Saturday October 28, Make A Difference Day. 

"Everything for project is going well. I will be supervising 30-60 volunteers over 1.2 miles of River Trail. Appreciate any help. Trees, kids and animals need responsible adults to protect them. Save the planet: one kid and tree at a time!!”

Jim G. And George B. are helping with No. 1 red oaks. George is supervising October 28th. Still need others. 

 I am working with the tree commission as I have for 30 years always according to rules.

I am working with Co-Tree Commission Chairs Grady Smith and Dennis Cavilier, TC Memorial Tree designee Joyce Robinson and TC member Aaron Reynolds.”
Dawn here: This is a worthy  project. If you’re available on October 28 (or before), please contact Roger. 
******

