First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, June 18, 2023

Meeting in person at picnic Shelter #5 (?), Parkersburg City Park; no Zoom.

In attendance: Debra Miller and Jim Grecni, Adeline and Mike Bailey, and George Banziger. Following Dawn’s agenda, George chaired the meeting in her absence, calling attendees to order after the congregational picnic.

Climate Forest Campaign

By email vote, GSC unanimously approved our organizational endorsement of the campaign to save old and mature forests. Dawn will add GSC to the letter of endorsement.

FaCT Ohio update
An online vote on June 1: GSC members approved sending a recommendation to the Board that the congregation commit to being an anchor congregation for FaCT Ohio, with Ginnie McNeil as liaison to FaCT Ohio.The Board of Trustees voted in favor of the action.

UU Youth proposal on UUA’s immediate divestment of fossil fuels

The Board of Trustees supported the youth proposal to require UUA to divest of fossil fuels immediately, holding that the UUA has talked the talk of divesting for years, and now it is time to take action.The five people in attendance discussed the proposal, expressing agreement with the spirit of the youth proposal, but also concerns about immediate action. In the end, since the decision to support the proposal came down from the Board, GSC’s next step is to assure that Rebecca Phillips, one of FUUSM’s delegates to this year’s UUA General Assembly, is informed of the decision. George will let her know.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Updates on Injection Wells, ReImagine Appalachia, and CCL - George Banziger

Injection Wells - George reported a message from Washington County Commission president Kevin Ritter, who said the cap (tax only on 250k barrels of brine waste) has been retained by the legislature, which, in George’s opinion, incentivises excess.

CCL meeting with Sam Hattrup, Rep. Johnson’s legislative aide, on June 9: Discussed permitting reform - Johnson voted for some components including expediting approval process; not opposed to renewable energy projects, but wants less Dem opposition to fossil fuel projects. Minerals - resources expanding rapidly, but infrastructure for processing needs federal involvement; political will is there. Pleasant Power Plant closing -Johnson feels that coal-fired power plants are closing too rapidly and alternative sources of energy are not ready to compensate for power loss. 

National CCL Elli Sparks and contingent met with Hattrup, not Johnson, on June 13. Received much the same info. 

ReImagine Appalachia - webinar on electrification of transportation scheduled for June 20.

Save the State Parks rally at Salt Fork at noon on July 1. The rally conflicts with the celebration of life for Dave Ballantyne. But since several “nominations” for drilling near Salt Fork are up for approval with no environmental impact studies done, it’s time to write letters! 

Announcements

Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action is sponsoring a “Plastic Free July” campaign. A calendar listing activities and events will be available soon. Dr. Randi Pokladnik and author Callie Lyons are two speakers scheduled. Two documentary films are planned, and these in-person (or hybrid) events will take place in the FUUSM Social Hall. Open to the public, free of charge. GSC members are especially invited to attend.

The meeting was adjourned by consensus, but the time was not noted.
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

Next GSC meeting: Sunday, July 16, 12:30 p.m. in the FUUSM RE/Office building.
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FaCT Ohio Agreement
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FACT OHIO

FaCT-Faith Communities Together for a Sustainable Future





Date:  

In a gesture of goodwill, FaCT Ohio enters in the following agreement with: __________________________________________ (name of committee) locate at: 

_____________________________________ ______________________(name of church)

____________________________________________________________street address)

_________________ (city) _________(state) _______________________zip code:

1. FaCT Ohio is very pleased to accept ____________________________ as a FaCT Ohio Anchor.  A ‘FaCT Ohio Anchor’ refers to a faith community which has an important presence in a community and is tied to a certain location and shares an interest in climate change.
2. ___________________, as a FaCT Ohio Anchor agrees to partner with FaCT Ohio to protect the air, water and soil and work to mitigate and remediate climate change by:

· Promoting sound environmental values and sustainable lifestyles

· Encouraging and generating individual and faith community action 

· Providing educational tools and opportunities 

· Teaching constituents to act as environmental watchdogs

· Influencing policy and decision making

· Fostering collaborative partnerships

3. _________________, as a FaCT Ohio Anchor agrees with the following Basic Principles:
a) FaCT Ohio Anchors are separate entities, under the nonprofit umbrella of their own faith community. There is no legal relationship with FaCT Ohio.

b) FaCT Ohio Anchors understand and are guided by the mission statement and values of FaCT Ohio.  This is in addition to their own mission and value statements.

c) FaCT Ohio Anchors are encouraged to use the FaCT Ohio logo (in addition to their faith communities logo) when doing joint programming.

d) FaCT Ohio Anchors will be asked, once per year to take up a collection for FaCT Ohio. 

e) FaCT Ohio support FaCT Ohio Anchors as reasonably possible.

f) FaCT Ohio Anchors are encouraged to contribute to FaCT Ohio’s monthly newsletter.

g) In order to report to each other, share ideas and successes, as well as learn new skills, FaCT Ohio Anchors are encouraged to attend semi-annual gatherings in person or via ZOOM.

4.  As part of this Letter of  Agreement, FaCT Ohio offers Anchors the following Benefits:
a) History:  FaCT Ohio was founded 11 years ago at East Shore Unitarian Universalist (UU)  Church in Mentor, OH.  It is the oldest interfaith nonprofit organization in Ohio, whose sole purpose is to engage faith communities (originally in opposition to the harmful practices of the oil/gas industry in Ohio) and now includes the mitigation and remediation of climate change.

b) Educational Resources:  FaCT Ohio Anchors will have access to a range of resources and support materials, such as:  books, promotional flyers, newsletters, podcasts and videos.

c) Publicity:  FaCT Ohio Anchors benefit from exposure through channels at FaCT Ohio’s website and monthly newsletter and e-blasts. FaCT Ohio already has an “established” presence in Ohio.

d) Marketing Materials:  FaCT Ohio Anchors may use FaCT Ohio’s name and logo on signboards and other materials such as letterheads and brochures.

e) Networking and Capacity Building:  FaCT Ohio can provide capacity building and networking opportunities for FaCT Anchors.

f) Events and Activities:  Representatives of FaCT Ohio Anchors may attend (in-person or via ZOOM )FaCT Ohio training workshops free of charge. FaCT Ohio Anchors receive frequent email blasts notifying constituents of important environmental updates, events, discussions and other activities.
g) Newsletters:  Constituents of each FaCT Ohio Anchor will receive a monthly digital copy of the FaCT Ohio newsletter and semi-monthly a hard copy of the FaCT Ohio newsletter.
h) Professional Advice and Support:  FaCT Ohio has a great deal of shared experience in contributing to environmental policies and legislation and is able to assist in interpreting environmental legislation as well as refer FaCT Ohio Anchors to relevant contacts in our network, which may be able to offer further assistance.
5. A FaCT Ohio Anchor is advised to choose its name in relation to its geographic location.  For instance, East Shore FaCT (UU Church in Mentor, OH); or Athens FaCT (St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Athens, OH). In some cases, A FaCT Ohio Anchor may have already chosen a name, such as West Shore FaCT in Westlake, OH.
6. FaCT Ohio or _________________ may cancel this agreement at any time, after providing a notice of 30 days.
7. General Expectation of FaCT Ohio and FaCT Ohio Anchors:

a) FaCT Ohio will provide ______________ with digital format’s of its logo. 

b) ______________________ will provide constituent contact information from their committees to FaCT Ohio (names, mailing addresses, email addresses, phone #’s) and regularly update new information. These names will be added to FaCT Ohio’s contact list.

c) FaCT Ohio will provide a list of Ohio Environmental Groups and their contacts to __________________________. 

d) ___________________ may not singularly institute legal action in the name of FaCT Ohio.

Signed,

Margaret R. Mills 

President, FaCT Ohio

Pastor/Administrator

XYZ Church 

