Reports for Green Sanctuary Meeting – May 21, 2023
Injection Wells
	Bob Lane told me that the lawsuit which his lawyers originally filed in Washington County and which was sent to a judge in Perry County was dismissed.  More recently he has learned that an appellate court in Athens County is taking on the appeal of this case. Bob is optimistic about the outcome in that court.
	Bob also told me that he learned the Ohio Department of Natural Resources has required a suspension of injection well activity in wells owned by Deeprock Disposal in Noble County. I have the complete document from ODNR on this action. This is good news in that ODNR has finally taken action on surface impacts of injection wells.
	The Washington County Commissioners are organizing other county commissioners in southeast Ohio to lift the cap (currently at 500,000 barrels) on the fee for injection wells in the state (I did not even know there was a cap—this seems to be incentivizing excessive brine waste volume). They have been working with the state legislature on this plan; currently the Ohio House has agreed to lifting the cap and sending 50% of the additional revenue to the county and 50% to the township involved (this news according to Kevin Ritter, President of the Washington County Commissioners). Mr. Ritter reported that this legislation now goes to the Ohio Senate. My letter to the commissioners on this plan is appended below.
Citizens Climate Lobby
	There are several bills on permitting reform in the House of Representatives—some favor renewables, some favor fossil-fuel projects. A compromise needs to be reached for a bill to earn passage. Carbon Fee and Dividend - this is the primary ask that CCL is focusing on; it will soon be introduced in the Congress—no bill # yet. Debt Ceiling – Negotiations are continuing last week and this week on this issue; CCL wants members to urge Congress not to sacrifice any of the climate features of the IRA in any final compromise agreement.
	At its meeting last Monday CCL Marietta (OH6) discussed strategies for dealing with Congressman Bill Johnson’s positions on renewable energy and carbon fee & dividend.
HB 507
The Ohio legislature passed, and the governor signed HB 507 which permits hydraulic fracturing on Ohio public lands. The Governor has promised that there will be no surface impacts, but Randi Pokladnik (CCL member and environmental scientist, who lives in Harrison County, believes that separate leases may be obtained for surface impact). Randi and 15 others spoke against this plan at a meeting sponsored by ODNR in Columbus on April 10 (there was one pro-oil/gas person who commented).  I sent a written statement in advance of that meeting. There was a meeting of the Joint Committee on Agency Review & Regulation (JCARR) on May 9, when the regulations pursuant to this legislation were discussed. Randi Pokladnik has been very active on this front.
Randi sent me a copy of an economic impact study submitted by Encino Energy of Houston TX. Encino is proposing to place 89 well pads just outside the border of Salt Fork State Park in eastern Ohio to conduct fracking. She reported that Encino stated that no environmental impact study is required since this is not a federal project. I have appended a map of Salt Fork State Park, Ohio’s largest state park, which shows the placement of these well pads (I extracted it from the economic impact study).  I have written to the Ohio EPA asking if there will be an environmental impact study required of Encino Energy for this project.
ReImagine Appalachia	
	On April 28 I attended a webinar sponsored by RA called “Full Employment for All Appalachia.” In that session data were presented about the disproportionately high rates of joblessness, poverty, and the low rates of labor participation in Appalachia.  The worst Appalachian counties on these metrics were in eastern Kentucky and southern West Virginia.  There was little information in this webinar about how to address these problems except the idea of the revised Civilian Conservation Corps, which would provide employment options for those caught up in the criminal-justice system and for those in recovery from substance abuse.
Appendix:
Brine Waste.It has come to my attention that the county has embarked on a plan to work with other counties to assess a fee for barrels of brine injected into wells in excess of the 500,000 barrels that are assessed by the state. My understanding is that some of the money is to be set aside for spill clean-up and I commend the county for taking this action to protect its’ citizens. While I am encouraged that adding fees for brine waste disposal may discourage companies from bringing their waste to our counties, I do not feel that the current disposal price is enough to slow them down much and would like to see the price raised. Furthermore, I feel that all the funds collected by the county should go to well monitoring and to a clean-up fund so that there is no incentive for the county to encourage brine disposal. It must be recognized that the environmental risks of brine disposal are a threat to the citizens of our county and our neighboring counties, that no amount of money can abate.[image: ]
George Banziger


	


2

image1.emf

