First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, January 15, 2023

Live in the FUUSM RE building parlor and on Zoom

In attendance: Dawn Hewitt, chair; Maggie Meyer, Vic Elam, Chris and Kelsey Jacobs, and Adeline and Mike Bailey in the parlor. George Banziger, Mark Krivchenia, (Ginnie McNeil - briefly), and Cindy Taylor on Zoom. 
Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:45 p.m.

Minutes of the December meeting were approved without amendment.
Recycle guidelines for FUUSM
Mike Bailey and Dawn Hewitt continue to work on writing up clear instructions for recycling in the FUUSM the kitchen and social hall.The challenge is to make a somewhat confusing recycling process understandable. For example, Mike reminded everyone that the aluminum items GSC sells to metal recyclers include clean foil, cat food cans, beverage cans, and other scrap aluminum that can be brought in from attendees’ homes. Any money raised from aluminum sales helps fund small GSC  projects and expenses. Those items should be gathered in weather-protective bags and placed in the area near the basement door at the back of  the RE/Office building, to be picked up by Mike. Collection bins in the FUUSM kitchen are meant for recycling items used at the church (not brought from home). GSC encourages placing items that the Rumpke recycling program does not accept in labeled bins in the kitchen; as much as possible, those item will be recycled by GSC members. Other incidental recycling also needs to be addressed, so getting the info together has proved challenging, but it is coming together. 

Updates on Citizens' Climate Lobby, ReImagine Appalachia, and Injection Wells 

- George Banziger (George's reports are included in full at the end of these minutes.)
CCL Ohio 6 meets tomorrow (01/15) at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. CCL anticipates challenges in lobbying Congress in the upcoming sessions. 
ReImagine Appalachia - George has been working with ReImagine's Natalia Rudiak to connect with Washington County groups interested in economic development; they have scheduled meetings later this month with the directors at Port Authority and  Buckeye Hills. 
Injection wells - George had no news on the lawsuit with the USEPA challenging ODNR's primacy on injection well leasing. The suit brought by local oil and gas produceers against area disposal well operations still awaits a court date.
HB507 - Ohio CCL members opposed HB507, which was passed by Ohio's legislature and signed into law by Gov. DeWine. HB507 authorizes approving fracking on state public lands and includes language recognizing natural gas as "green" energy. Members are encouraged to contact the Oil and Gas Land Management Commission to request/demand opportunities for meaningful public comment on lease applications. 
FaCT Ohio update - Ginnie McNeil 
Ginnie was not able to maintain effective connection on Zoom. She will send her report to GSC via email
Ecological Restoration Projects  - Mark Krivchenia
Mark reported 14 workdays thus far at the Broughton Nature Preserve. Volunteer teams of 4-6 people have collected seeds and processed them for planting and have begun removal of invasive species. Work at the Preserve continues every Saturday from 1-4 p.m., weather permitting. Friends of Ohio River Islands team work days are scheduled from 1-4 p.m. on the last Sunday of each month, currently cleaning and clearing invasives at Middle Island. They are planning a tree-planting effort on Buckley Island for Earth Day. Mark said he hopes to follow the example of the Athens Conservancy organization that has been restoring powerline right of ways; he will be contacting power companies to negotiate a similar arrangement in his work areas. The Broughton Preserve already has successfully restored some areas, with about 80% native plants where work has been done. He noted that the resulting areas are mutually beneficial: power companies get areas requiring less costly maintenance, and pollinators and other wildlife have access to herbicide-free habitats. 
Reimagine Marietta -  GSC attendees have received no updates since the December 12th meeting. They will watch for additional information or follow-up meeting announcements.
Clear Into The Future DuPont grant projects (Rebecca's report is included at end of minutes.)
Rebecca was unable to attend the meeting. As mentioned in Rebecca's report, Mike Bailey has received a replacement router; he will contact the city to arrange installation and discuss modem access. George announced that he has extra plastic containers to share with volunteers doing winter seed sowing. 

MOVCA update - Adeline Bailey and Cindy Taylor reported that MOVCA will host Mark Krivchenia and Vic Elam on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 19th to present a program on their local ecological restoration projects. For February, Adeline hopes to arrange for a guest speaker on understanding what benefits from the Inflation Reduction Act will be available to families and individuals.

The group continues to have a vital presence in the Parkersburg News and Sentinel, with a weekly Climate Corner column. Cindy noted that Rebecca Phillips and Vic Elam are among the contributors in upcoming weeks.

MOVCA's Climate Ambassadors program will be expanded in the coming year, thanks to receiving a Dunn Foundation grant for 2023.
Honoring Indigenous People subcommittee - Adeline will be contacting the HIP team about Mistakes and Miracles, the 2022-23 UUA common read. Books are now available at FUUSM, and Rev. Kat has scheduled a first meeting of the discussion group for next Sunday at 12:30pm in the Social Hall. 
Sustainability Forum redo - No further discussion.
Other Items

Earth Day activities - possible FUUSM service - April 16 or 23?  Booth at Earth Day Marietta - Saturday, April 22, 10-2. Also probably tree planting on Buckley Island, (including pontoon transport to the island, and maybe strength-restoring grilled food).
Possible grants - From Center for Health and Environmental Justice, maybe for planning Sustainability Forum?  -  February 3rd deadline; Hunnold Foundation for solar projects - February 7th deadline.
Church Lady Concerns - Dawn Hewitt 
High electric bills - Should we work on cooperation with Buildings and Grounds to address possible changes/solutions? Kim McMichael had been investigating; Mike Bailey said we need to separate and identify levels of consumption; George Banziger said we are currently billed for a higher rate of consumption, and we are required to track usage for a year to show reductions; Chris Jacobs said he can help with an energy system study. 
Stoves in FUUSM kitchen - (Someone?)  said Al Tuttle had been investigating replacing the stoves in the kitchen. Stoves are currently disconnected from gas line.    
The meeting was adjourned at 1:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe
Next GSC meeting: Sunday, February 19, 12:30 p.m. in the RE building parlor and on Zoom.
Addenda: January 15, 2023 GSC Meeting
Reports for Green Sanctuary Meeting – January 15, 2023

Citizens Climate Lobby. HB 507. This bill passed the Ohio legislature and was signed by the governor. What is left for us as concerned citizens is to lobby for inclusion of public comment in specific siting of fracking wells in public lands (I sent a message about this issue on January 10 to GSC). Let me know if anyone wants me to resend that message.
Outlook for 118th Congress. It will be difficult dealing with the new House of Representatives.
ReImagine Appalachia. Natalia Rudiak and I have arranged a Zoom meeting with the executive director of Southeast Ohio Port Authority for January 24 to discuss economic development along the lines of Reimagine Appalachia’s vision. We have also been in contact with the person at Buckeye Hills Council about the same issue and will be setting up a meeting with her and other colleagues at that agency (she seemed very receptive).

I attended the Strategic Summit held virtually by ReImagine Appalachia on January 10-11. It was well organized with panels, presentations from groups in the region and from federal officials. Much of the discussion and presentation concerned accessing funds from the Inflation Reduction Act, CHIPS Act, Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, and other sources of funding. As result, I have some ideas about how to obtain funds for expanding the pollinator project (Audubon, NWF) and ecological restoration (IRA and BIL). I participated in a session on creating a community-wide vision and discussed with the presenter how to leverage the opposition to injection wells in our county toward building a new vision for economic development and job creation. Beaver County PA is a great model for how to reimagine a region in a participative and creative way (I showed a video from Beaver County at a FUUSM worship service last year).
Injection Wells. No news on the lawsuit filed with the US EPA challenging ODNR’s primacy re; injection wells.

I spoke to Bob Lane this week about the law suit being presented by him and other oil/gas producers against the disposal well companies in this area. This lawsuit is now in a court in Perry County, but there has been no court date set yet. Bob told me that he learned from his son, a petroleum engineer in Wyoming, that it costs three times as much for building an injection well in Wyoming than it does in Ohio; this is due to the stricter regulations in that state.
- George Banziger
CITF Project Report January 2023

Solar Bench
The wifi on the bench has not been functioning. After Mike Bailey contacted Engo, they sent a replacement router. Unfortunately, the router compartment was inaccessible. I contacted the city public works department and learned the location of the access tool. Mike agreed to pick it up.
Pollinator Habitat
The mayor has communicated that the city should be able to replace the staircase and add a paved link between the habitat and the Harmar River Trail. No details at this time.

--Rebecca Phillips
- Rebecca Phillips
