
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, March 20, 2022

Zoom platform

In attendance: George Banziger, Dawn Hewitt, Ginnie McNeil,  Maggie Meyer,  Mark Krevchenia,  Kelcey and Chris Jacobs, Cindy Taylor, Vic Elam, and Mike and Adeline Bailey.

Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:38 p.m. with a greeting to Spring. 
Minutes of the  February meeting  were approved as submitted.
Clear into the Future Grant Projects Update
· Pollinator Habitat
Dawn and Maggie Meyer reported on their checks at the river pollinator habitat, saying that little beyond checking for obvious problems could be accomplished at present, and advising that any work should not be done solo on the sloping bank. Rebecca Phillips will be returning in early April, and there will probably be a work day scheduled soon. Dawn said that in addition to the plants being cultivated, there are some invasives popping up, but that they are at least helping hold the bank.
· Solar Bench and Lock One Park Project
Dawn contacted Steve Wetz , city services director, to discuss GSC involvement in the Lock One Park project. He reported that the project is presently on hold. Plans from the designer at Pickering were too costly, and may be simplified. When the city-organized committee meets again, Rebecca will be contacted to represent GSC.

Vic Elam noted that he will be meeting with Marietta Mayor Schlicher on Monday, March 21, to discuss possible funding for the Lock One Park through the Federal Lands Access Program. Vic said there were three other applicants for funding so far.
The Condor and The Eagle Support Project

Adeline  Bailey reported that the planning committee will be seeking volunteers from GSC and the congregation to support the projects they are organizing:

· A discussion group on the book Braiding Sweetgrass, meeting at 12:20 p.m. at FUUSM on May 8, June 12, and July 10, with Dawn leading the discussion. Maggie Meyer volunteered to collect registrations and reply with a syllabus. 
· A Just Dinner style fundraiser scheduled for early June. (Subsequent to the GSC meeting, the dinner was rescheduled for July 16.)

· Possible participation at the Multi Cultural Festival June 17-20; hoping to share booth space with the congregation.

· Attending Native American powwow at Hannibal Locks July 2 & 3.

The committee will next meet via Zoom on Saturday, March 26, at 7:00 p.m. Adeline or Mike Bailey will send the Zoom link to those interested in participating. 
FACT Ohio Update
Ginnie McNeil  reported that FaCT has been working with UU Justice Ohio and Rural Action to develop a series of Zoom webinars under the header "Connecting the Dots". "Race, Equity and the Lead Crisis"  is scheduled for March 27, at 5:00 p.m. on Zoom. Ginnie said the program will focus on water services, looking at questions such as Where are lead pipes still in use? How can vulnerable people connect to resources for restoration? Ginnie said all the programs encourage individuals to take one action toward resolving some of these problems. The groups are also placing emphasis on involving youth and young adults in their activities and educational programs.

Dawn said Marietta residents would be interested in the program and learning the status of supply lines to the many old houses in the city.
CCL Marietta Update: (George Banziger's reports on CCL, Injection Wells, and ReImagine Appalachia are included in the addendum.) 

George said that CCL has just announced expanding the focus of their activities beyond carbon fee and dividend. CCL leadership is inviting comments from various groups, and any ideas can be submitted to Tony Cirna, VP of Organizational Strategies: tony@citizensclimate.org

CCL-Ohio will hold an in-person meeting in Columbus on April 2.

CCL-National conference is also in-person, June 11-13 in Washington, D.C.
The Ohio-6 (Marietta chapter) of CCL will meet Monday, March 21, on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. and George and Dave Ballantyne will discuss their meeting with Congressman Bill Johnson’s staffer, Sam Hattrup, on February 23. 
Injection Wells Update 

Highlights: 

The ODNR public comment meeting regarding Deep Rock's applications for permits for additional injection wells that was scheduled for March 24 has been canceled. 

George has been in contact with attorney John Heer of Fair Shake Environmental Legal Services who is already involved in a case against Deep Rock. 

The local oil and gas producers' legal action will soon take place.

Ginnie asked if GSC might have input for the FaCT Ohio/UUJO, Rural Action webinar program for April. George suggested that injection wells Washington County are an issue that fits under the umbrella of environmental justice, particularly since Ohio receives more money taking fracking waste from out-of-state dumpers, but any financial benefit is not shared with the communities that are impacted by the injection wells. Ginnie remarked that FaCT has a Fair Shake representative to advise about legal implications.
ReImagine Appalachia update 
To date, George has had no response from Washington County Commissioners to his letter asking about their vision for economic development in the county (since they didn't want to adopt the ReImagine resolution.)

Dawn mentioned progress in the region: a battery factory startup in WV, and the closing of the Pleasants power plant. George mentioned that Mahoning Valley (Youngstown area) is developing a battery manufacturing factory and remarked that there is financing available for that sort of economic development.
Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action Update
Adeline reminded GSC of the planned program for March -“What Are The Poles (North and South) Telling Us About Earth’s Climate Future?” - a webinar presented  7:00 - 8:00 p.m. on March 23 on Zoom by West Virginia Center on Climate Change. (Webinar ID: 977 4819 0388) Cindy Taylor reported that MOVCA is close to launching a Climate Ambassadors Program for middle-to-high school students, working with an intern from Marietta College. She also mentioned that MOVCA has recently received a grant to develop PSAs about environmental harm from fossil fuels and plastics. She reminded all to visit the MOVCA website (movclimateaction.org) to learn more about that program and other activities. 
Earth Day Marietta 2022
The event will be held on April 23, at the Armory, from 10:00 - 1:00. Participants need to provide their own tables, chairs and tents. GSC will borrow pop-up tents from Dave and Shari Ballantyne and Chris and Kelcey Jacobs.  Kelcey said a climate change fact sheet from IPL could be turned into a brochure for handout.  Other things suggested were handouts about GSC and FUUSM, focusing on the many projects we work on. Dawn will prepare something to promote the Braiding Sweetgrass discussion group; Ginnie would like to share some FaCT Ohio information; a voter registration service was suggested, and Maggie volunteered to look into what would be required; Cindy said Patch Ohio had some easily accessible information on injection well waste dangers. MOVCA and CCL will be represented at the GSC booth. Dawn will not be present, so others will need to step forward to carry out participation at the event.

April 24 Worship Service
Ginnie volunteered to give the reflection on brine education.

Rebecca may be willing to serve as Worship Leader. The Worship and Music committee will help with service elements as necessary. Planning will continue outside this meeting and finalized at the next meeting.
Resuming in-person meetings including Zoom element
Dawn suggested and the group agreed that the next meeting, April 17 at 12:30 p.m. could be in person with a Zoom element. George offered to look into meeting at the lead platinum certified home of his son Dean (tours included!) in Williamstown. He will follow up after discussing with Dean.
Coffee Hour resuming April 3 
The GSC coffee team is responsible for ordering the coffee, but will not resume coffee sales in support of purchasing the supply for social hour. George commented that it is important to make congregants and coffee drinkers aware of this change and to emphasize the donation containers set out at coffee hour. 
Other items
- IPL membership: The FUUSM board approved the congregation joining the Ohio Sustainable Living group. GSC will take care of the annual donation. 

A press release about the IPL runner-up award for the Pollinator Habitat was published in the Parkersburg News and Sentinel, and an abbreviated version appeared in the Marietta Times. Adeline submitted a copy of the release to the Confluence. 
- May meeting: Dawn will not be present on that date. Jim Grecni and Debra Miller will chair if possible
- Letters to the Editor: George referenced Eric Engle's submission to MOVCA's Climate Corner column in the News & Sentinel regarding the push to reinvigorate fossil fuel development in light of the war in Ukraine. He suggested something similar should be sent to the Times. Vic agreed to submit a letter to the editor.
The meeting was unanimously adjourned at 2:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe
Next GSC meeting: Sunday, April 17, 12:30 p.m., in person, possibly off site, including Zoom
Addendum: March 2022
George Banziger's Reports for Green Sanctuary Meeting – March 20, 2022
ReImagine Appalachia.  As I mentioned last month, the Washington County Commissioners have denied my request to endorse the ReImagine Appalachia Resolution. On February 21 I sent them a long letter asking the question: if they do not want to adopt the ReImagine Appalachia Resolution, what vision do they have for economic development and job creation in the county? I offered several research-based items (using information from the Ohio River Valley Institute) to demonstrate that the fossil-fuel industry has not provided the promised job creation and economic growth in the region and offered the case study of Centralia WA as an example of a community that has moved away from fossil fuels with many positive economic, health, and environmental outcomes. On March 5 as part of the Climate Corner series in the Parkersburg News & Sentinel I had an op-ed entitled, “Job Creation from Fossil Fuels: Where’s the Beef?” In that article I pointed out that capital-intensive industries like oil & gas extraction and injection wells do not provide jobs for the region.


Mahoning Valley (Youngstown area) is trying to transform itself from a steel city to a “voltage” city for the development and manufacturing of batteries for renewable energy products. The mayor of Youngstown is a strong advocate for this transformation.
Citizens Climate Lobby. CCL has just announced an expanded focus—beyond their limited attention to carbon fee and dividend legislation. As part of this effort, the CCL leadership is inviting feedback from volunteers, climate scientists, environmental groups and others about what form this expanded focus might take. I have submitted my views (i.e., a focus on regional and local issues such as what we are doing in Appalachia) and would encourage others to submit their ideas to Tony Cirna, Vice President of Organizational Strategies at CCL:






tony@citizensclimate.org
    Dave Ballantyne, Bob Chase and I met with Sam Hattrup, Congressman Bill Johnson’s staff member on February 23. We talked about the impact of the Russian invasion of Ukraine on congressional activities and on energy policy, natural gas into the future, hydrogen and nuclear as energy options, and rare-earth metals needed for production of renewable energy products. 
    CCL-Ohio is holding its first in-person meeting in two years in Columbus at the Byrd Polar & Climate Research Center April 2.

    CCL-National in-person conference is June 11-13 in Washington, D.C.

Injection Wells.

I just learned that the ODNR public meeting scheduled for March 24 at Marietta College has been canceled. We are speculating that ODNR has asked Deep Rock to modify their application—this may be a response to our several comments against their proposal for these four wells. Stay vigilant – we’ll be alert for the next public meeting.
George Banziger

