
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, July 19, 2020

Zoom platform
In attendance:  George Banziger, Patty Troisi, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, Debra Miller, Jim Grecni, Cindy Taylor, Vic Elam, Rebecca Phillips, Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs,  and Dawn Hewitt, co-chair.
Dawn called the meeting to order around 12:30 p.m.
Minutes of the June meeting were approved.
Planned Barge Offloading Dock Application George Banziger has prepared a number of questions for meeting attendees to submit via email in advance of a virtual public meeting scheduled by the US Army Corps of Engineers for August 7th (5:00 - 6:30 p.m.) on Zoom. GSC members present volunteered to RSVP for the meeting and submit one question each, with George keeping track to avoid duplication. George said he would ask some procedural questions as well. He has learned that Deep Rock Disposal Solutions, LLC. will NOT be represented at the meeting, so some questions may go unanswered, since they are not under ACE jurisdiction as to the permit. More information about the permit application is available on the USACE website. 
https://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/Article/2268826/lrh-2020-293-ohr/


Cool Congregation Certification Dawn continues to receive information from Interfaith Power and Light about qualifying for their Cool Congregation certification: She is seeking a volunteer to investigate it further. Debra Miller will look into requirements for and benefits of certification and report back. 
Citizens' Climate Lobby  The Marietta  CCL group will meet tomorrow, July 20th, at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. The proposed agenda includes reports of follow-up from meetings on June 17th Lobby Day, and subsequent contacts with Rep. Johnson and his office; disposition of Reclaim Act,  a Depolarizing workshop by Braver Angels - July 25.  possible meeting with Bill Johnson this summer, summary of Al Gore June 2020 Ted Talk, the Fall CCL national conference & Lobby Day (December 5-6 & following week), CCL's support of racial justice efforts; and a suggestion for contacting and collaborating with another CCL chapter with similar demographics. 
 
Sustainable Marietta Forum/ DuPont grant: Dawn said GSC continues to wait for information about status of the DuPont grant application submitted through Michael Chisholm, who could not attend today. In an earlier email, Michael had said that awards decisions will be made in August and that the Sustainability Forum will probably receive some portion of the $10,000 grant.

[UPDATE: Michael has informed us that we will be awarded $7,500 for the sustainability forum!!  THANK YOU Michael (and DuPont)!!]

Indian Acres well protection:  Roger Kalter has raised concerns about contamination to Marietta's wells from cars parking on the grassy areas above the aquifers in Indian Acres. Dawn said she plans to write a letter to the editor at The Marietta Times and also write to city officials, perhaps proposing "no parking" or "protect our water" signs or enforceable restrictions on parking in the area. She encouraged GSC members to do the same. 
Ohio Health Registry Project: Ginnie McNeil was not available for an update on the project sponsored by FACT Ohio (https://www.factohio.org/), an interfaith group concerned with the health effects of the fracking industry in Ohio. She has not yet submitted a proposal outlining ways that GSC might participate.
Electric aggregation in Marietta. Becca Pollard emailed information about the upcoming decision before Marietta's City Council on contracting with a power company to supply electrical service to the city. The Council has reopened the bidding process but have decided to accept sealed bids only instead of proposals for periods of 12, 24 and 36 months. The Council has indicated that they intend to look for the most basic low-cost plan, which means no consideration for renewable energy. Becca urged residents to contact their council members and recommend a short contract period, which wouldn't lock the city into a plan without renewable energy for such a long time. Bids will be accepted through July 31.
Fracking, injection wells, barge dock, and EPA Cindy Taylor volunteered that she had done some research on fracking and injection wells, specifically looking at Ohio's loose legal restrictions on fracking waste and its dangerous components. She said fracking waste was used in de-icing Ohio's roads in the winter, with the potential of run-off and contamination of surface water.  George remarked that the pipeline from the proposed Ohio River dock to the injection well was antiquated, and that since Deep Rock Disposal Solutions, LLC would not be part of the public meeting, it would be difficult to find out what makes up the "traditional fracking waste" to be put in the injection well. Vic Elam said he had not been able to discern the location of the well on any maps, and he noted that the USACE has no concern with the material once it is off the river. Mike Bailey said that Brad Bond has information to share with George about the location of the well the pipeline leads to.
MOVCA's Shoe Strike  for Climate Justice in coordination with FridaysForFuture will be held July 25th from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Parkersburg City Park. Donations of shoes are welcome. The group plans to do another strike in Marietta at the end of August. More information will be forthcoming.
The meeting was adjourned around 1:30 p.m.
Next meeting: August 16,  2020, time to be announced. (If via Zoom, probably directly following the social sharing time after the worship service.)
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey,

Scribe

Adeline Bailey, scribe

