Talking Points Re: First Energy 
According to the federal indictments filed July 17, 2020

· The main points:
· First Energy and its subsidiaries illegally funneled over $60 million to Generation Now, a “dark money”enterprise controlled by Larry Householder and described by a codefendant as his “bank.”

· In exchange for the money, Householder and Generation Now crafted and helped pass HB 6.
· HB 6 was described by Neil Clark, also charged in the indictment, as “a bailout” for First Energy's nuclear power plants, which were losing money

· HB 6 provides $1 billion for First Energy's nuclear energy operations in Ohio through a monthly charge on all Ohioans' energy bills. Basically, citizens are now paying the company due to its successful bribing of officials.

History and Details
· In 2016, First Energy had stated in a shareholder report that it would seek “legislative and regulatory solutions for generation assets.” Specifically, its two nuclear generating plants in Ohio were losing money.

· Beginning in March 2017, First Energy made quarterly payments of $250,000 directly to Larry Householder over a three-year period.

· Householder creates a “dark money” organization called Generation Now. As a 501 (c)(4), it is exempt from reporting.

· First Energy files for bankruptcy protection in 2018.

· While seeking bankruptcy protection, First Energy is making payments to Generation Now for the purpose of electing Householder allies to the Ohio legislature, with the understanding that they will support bailing out First Energy and electing Householder as speaker.

· HB 6 is introduced in April 2019.

· After the introduction of the bailout legislation, First Energy began increasing its payments into Generation Now. On April 30, 2019, roughly two weeks after introduction of the legislation, First Energy wired $1.5 million to Generation Now. In the month of May 2019, while the controversial legislation was pending before lawmakers, First Energy wired four additional payments totaling $8 million. 

· First Energy lobbyist Matthew Borges (and former chair of the Ohio Republican party) has been indicted for his work against a citizens' referendum to repeal HB 6. The charges include soliciting inside information, intimidating signature collectors, and bribery.

· Through Generation Now, First Energy offered to pay signature collectors for the ballot initiative $2,500 each and plane fare to stop gathering signatures. 
Marietta Electricity Aggregation

· Marietta's current aggregation contract is with First Energy.

· The city is currently seeking bids for a new contract; bids must be received by July 31.

· The bid legislation states that “the City of Marietta, Ohio reserves the right to reject any or all Bids, to waive any technicalities or irregularities in the bids, or to advertise for new bids, if in the judgment of the awarding authority the best interests of the City will be promoted thereby.”
First Energy is a corrupt entity that spent tens of millions of dollars in bribes for legislators who would vote to give the company a billion dollars in the form of a monthly surcharge on consumers' electric bills. Renewing its contract is not in the best interests of Marietta residents. 
