
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, February 17, 2019 

Parlor, FUUSM RE/Office Building
In attendance: Ralph Olander, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, Andrew Clovis, Kelcey Jacobs, Chris Jacobs, and Dawn Hewitt, chair.
Dawn called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.
Minutes for December meeting were approved. The January meeting was conducted via email.
Green Tips for March will be done by Chris Jacobs.
Blue Rock Station solar classes 
January 25: Solar Energy Overview for Professionals. Turnout was sufficient and engaged. Some attendees may be interested in the installer class. 
Solar Installer Level 1 Class: March 18-22.  The 4.5-day, 8 hour per day class is for those who wish to become professional solar installers. At the end of the week, students can take the Electronics Technicians Association International (ETA) Level 1 PV Certification exam.

Dawn will submit press releases to local media, and create posters marketing this course to the community. Cost for the course is $820; cost for the exam is $150.  Registration will be handled by Blue Rock Station. Anyone interested in attending is advised to sign up by going to bluerockstation.com. Much more information on these classes is available there. A minimum of six attendees is required; no one has signed up as of this meeting date. Shari Ballantyne is organizing the lunches that will be provided by GSC. 

In cooperation with FUUSM's Values Trust, the Green Sanctuary Committee plans to offer a $320 scholarship for one student in the Installer class. (MOVCA is also interested in helping with a scholarship.) Dave Ballantyne has created an application form; applications should be submitted by March 5 for review by GSC members, with scholarships awarded by March 10. 
Gardening Classes  Andrew Clovis kicked off the 2019 series on February 3, leading the first Sunday Social Justice Forum as a first class. $78 has been donated by attendees thus far, with just under 40 in attendance. Andrew reported that Joanna Davis, organizer for the SJ Forums, would like GSC to consider helping with the April forum, with a topic of environmental racism. Andrew suggested that GSC ask for February 2020, again using the forum with a theme of sustainability. He recommended making it more of a "conference" that would culminate with a Sustainability Celebration or Just Dinner.

The class this Sunday will include George Banziger demonstrating winter sowing in milk jugs, and Katy Lustofin talking about pollinators and pollinator gardens.
Earth Day was discussed briefly, but planning was postponed until a later meeting. 

Dawn will be away for work on GSC's April meeting date, April 21; Chris will chair that meeting.

Dawn reported that Katy Lustofin would like to speak to us about Friends of Lower Muskingum River. Inviting her to the May meeting was proposed.
RE Building Project. Mike Bailey said that new, programmable thermostats have been installed upstairs. The new heat pump is working well in the downstairs. There will be some changes in the way airflow will be controlled. Buildings and Grounds will submit recommended practices for using the thermostats as well as advising which doors should be left open and which should be closed for heating and cooling efficiency.
CDs Recycling Ralph Olander reminded the group that he will be sending all the CDs collected soon. He said he will cover any shipping costs.
Budget Submission. GSC has not submitted a budget in the past several years, and will not submit one this year. GSC expenses are generally covered by sales of aluminum.
ARECC Second Life Battery Project. Mike reported that he would like to place a box for collecting lithium ion battery packs somewhere in the Social Hall. ARECC's project features reusing any good cells to build a storage battery unit for use in solar installations. Any spent cells would be properly recycled instead of going to a landfill.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m. so GSC members could attend the gardening class.
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

