
Beware: Not all licensed
contractors are qualified
With spring coming to an end and

summer fast approaching, beware of
the so-called contractor with the pro-
fessional looking signs advertising
their up and coming booming busi-
ness. Well, booming for them, but not
for you or me. I’ve been taken by one
of these young men. You know, the
kind, smooth talking, yes ma’am, yes
sir. They pull you right in. Let us
remember all sheepdogs are not pro-
tectors. Some are more like a wolf in
sheeps’ clothingwaiting andwatching
to reel us in and then they set the hook
with a quick tug and reel us to the
shore hook, line and sinker.
I speak from experience. I was that

fish at the end of the fishing line. I
signed a contract, then it all began.
The footers and the walls were
poured, floor joist and sub-floor put
down and the shell was put up and last
came the rafters. Then I was asked for
more money for the next stage. Well,
the next stage never happened. This
started the first of many problems to
come. The two big ones were no
house wrap and the major one, no
roof! He told me he had a small roof
job that needed done before winter,
it’s November now, and he would be
back in a couple of weeks. I saw him
during the Christmas season and he
assured me he would be out after the
holidays. February came and went,
still no communication from him. So I
called and text him. You got it, he did-
n’t respond. So, I called around and
got the prices of what he had spent so
far at the area businesses. I then fig-
ured up a fair price for labor as I called
around again and got estimates of
labor for doing what had been done so
far. I text him and said, “obviously
you don’t have time to finish my
house, let’s get together and see what
you owe me and I’ll hire someone
else.” (Now I have a record of our
conversation, it was delivered and
read). Three seconds later my phone
rang. He wants to knowwhat’s wrong
with me. I so wanted to say, I’m the
one whose house burnt down and
have a signed contract with you to

build me a new house that was started
but has no roof. Wow, what a short
memory he has. What’s wrong with
me, really? But, what I said was I need
my house finished. That’s when he
told me he had to be honest, he had
spent my money. I guess you could
call that being honest, but my parents
taught me that was stealing. Now we
all know things are different now than
when we were kids. So nowadays if
you admit you stole something that
didn’t belong to you, it’s now called
being honest. My go-to manual for
how to live my life is the Holy Bible
and nowhere in there does it say that
stealing is right. It is a “sin” whether
you admit it or not. Needless to say, I
was shocked beyond what my infinite
mind could comprehend. After pray-
ing to God to help me, I decided that
my God is a forgiving God, and I
would give this man another chance.
So I gave him a month and a half to
return. Just in case he was in the mid-
dle of another job. I also told him if he
didn’t show up, I would have to go to
the sheriff and report him. You
guessed it, he didn’t show or call.
Longer story shortened, I have a

court judgment against him. In the
process of getting this judgment he
filed for bankruptcy and is protected
by the same (so to speak) justice sys-
tem that protects you and me.
I’m still in the process of finishing

my house, five and a half years after
the fire. I have been blessed to have
found several competent contractors
to fix the multiple mistakes that the
first contractor messed up. Praise the
Lord! Please learn from my mistakes,
all contractors are not qualified con-
tractors just because they are licensed
this doesn’t mean they can do a pro-
fessional job.
This man is still out there doing

work. I’m not the only one he has
scammed. Beware, get references and
check them out, ask around. Word of
mouth is better than any internet or
facebook post. They can make them-
selves look like the ultimate contractor
to impress you. If you have to put
money up front, they are probably
someone you don’t want to do busi-
ness with, as they do your job to pay
for the next job and so on. The lowest
price is not always the best. Don’t be
taken by the next low life guy looking

to make a quick buck without an
ounce of sweat, at your expense.
Mama said it is a good day when

you learn something new. Well, I’ve
had a lot of good days, praise the
Lord, and have learned a lot.
If you haven’t guessed it it yet,

there is one person that has been

With much of the nation’s
attention last week focused
on reining in North Korea’s
aggressiveness, conserva-
tives in Congress were mak-
ing progress on another crit-
ical issue — immigration
laws. Votes on the issue in
the House of Representa-
tives could occur as early as
next week.
House Speaker Paul Ryan

told fellow Republicans
Wednesday that a compro-
mise immigration bill, one
with a real chance of being
adopted, has the support of
President Donald Trump.
That is excellent news for
two reasons. First, of course,
is the president’s support.
Second is the prospect of a
measure without hardline
provisions that could doom
it.
Details of the plan have

not been released. One thing
that is known is that it would
provide “Dreamer” immi-
grants — those brought here
at young ages by their par-
ents or others — pathways
to remain in the United
States legally.
In addition, the proposal

would toughen border secu-
rity.
Clearly, the nation needs

new immigration laws. They
need to be fair but also strict
in terms of keeping new ille-
gal immigrants from coming
into the country. If Ryan has
come up with such a plan, it
ought to be viewed favor-
ably by House members.

SECTION A, PAGE 4 WWW.MARIETTATIMES.COM WEEKEND, JUNE 16-17, 2018
OPINION

In the past week Donald
Trump has issued a directive
to Secretary of Energy, Rick
Perry, requiring transmission
operators to purchase electric-
ity from nuclear-generated
and coal-generated power
plants. The claimed rationale
for this directive is to provide
“resilience” for a secure sys-
tem of electrical generation,
but most experts regard this
explanation as a false narra-
tive.
In a recent article in this

Viewpoint feature of the
Marietta Times, the writer
presented persuasively the
argument against subsidizing
nuclear power. As is the case
for nuclear power, the prop-
ping up of the coal industry is
misguided and poorly chosen
option for federal interven-
tion. The portion of electrical
generation from coal has
dropped from 49% to 30%
nationally in the last 10 years.
In 1979 there were 250,000
jobs in coal-related industries;
in 2016 according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics,
there were only about
52,000. Jobs in the field of
solar energy number approxi-
mately 260,000, and another
100,000 jobs exist in wind-
power industries. The number

of solar-related jobs has
increased 82%, and the num-
ber of wind-power related
jobs has risen 100% in just
three years. according to the
International Renewable
Energy Agency. In countries
outside the U.S. job growth in
these two renewable energy
fields has increased at even
higher rates.
Although the coal industry

has tried to promulgate the
notion that there has been a
“war on coal,” represented by
federal regulations, there are
really two factors accounting
for the decline of coal: the rel-
atively less expensive
resource of natural gas and
automation of coal mining
(the transition from manual
labor to extract coal to huge
extracting machines, which
do the job more efficiently).
Trump’s recent directive
leads to another characteriza-
tion to describe the effort to
resurrect coal--we now have

“welfare for coal,” that is, a
strategy that defies market
forces and, by federal decree,
places the burden of propping
up coal and nuclear energy on
consumers, who will ulti-
mately pay in billions of dol-
lars through their increased
electric rates for this unneed-
ed subsidy.
The inevitable truth about

the future of coal is that it is
the “eight-track tape” of our
array of energy resources—it
is outdated, irrelevant, and not
cost effective. Coal is expen-
sive in terms of its health
impact on miners; black lung
disease or “coalminers’ pneu-
moconiosis” accounts for
125,000 deaths per year (as
of 2010). Coal’s wider nega-
tive impact, however, affects
all of us. Coal is the largest
contributor to carbon emis-
sions, most often from coal-
fired power plants. Since
1990 carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere has increased
30%, and in April 2014 car-
bon in the atmosphere
reached the unprecedented
milestone figure of 400
parts/million. Human-
induced climate change,
which we are all experiencing
already is an idea which is
endorsed by 97% of the sci-

entific community and by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change. It is happen-
ing before our eyes in the
form of acidification of the
oceans, disappearance of gla-
ciers, rise of sea levels, deser-
tification, increased intensity
of storms, and a global tem-
perature rise of 10-18 degrees
Fahrenheit over 100 years.
The major culprits driving cli-
mate change are fossil fuels,
particularly coal, and the
countries producing the most
emissions from coal-fired
power plants are the U.S. and
China. Why can’t we resolve
to transition coal-fired power
plants to natural-gas power,
an abundant resource, espe-
cially here in southeastern
Ohio, as a bridge to carbon-
free energy sources such as
solar, wind, and geothermal
power?
In moving away from coal

as an energy resource, we
need to treat those communi-
ties in easternKentucky,West
Virginia, and southeast Ohio
in a humane and supportive
manner. This means, for
example, providing job train-
ing to move the labor force
from coal-related jobs to 21st
century occupations in
employment sectors like

tourism, advanced manufac-
turing, and renewable energy.
Apologists and unquestion-

ing supporters of the coal
industry, such as Congress-
man Bill Johnson, Donald
Trump, and Rick Perry are
locking us into unhealthy,
expensive, and environmen-
tally destructive policies by
promoting this myth that fed-
eral regulations are the source
of problems in the coal busi-
ness. There was no “war on
coal,” and there should not be
“welfare for coal,” but what
there should be is a national
strategy of environmental sus-
tainability to phase out coal as
source of energy in favor of
cheaper natural gas in the
short run and in favor of
renewable energy in the long
run.
George Banziger, Ph..D.,
was a facultymember atMari-
etta College and an academic
dean at three other colleges.
Now retired, he is a volunteer
for the Devola MultiUse Trail
Committee, Mid-Ohio Valley
Interfaith, and Harvest of
Hope. He is a member of the
Green Sanctuary Committee
of the First Unitarian Univer-
salist Society of Marietta, and
of the Mid-Ohio Valley Cli-
mate Action group.

There shouldn’t be ‘welfare for coal’

Immigration
plan could
be a fair
compromise

In recent years there has
been a lot of talk about the
war on one group and anoth-
er but there is a war going
on in this country that will
cripple the whole economy
if it isn’t stopped. That is the
war on the trucking indus-
try.
People are taught to keep

off rail road tracks and that
trains have the right of way.
Safe boating classes teach
people that large boats have
the right of way over small-
er boats. They are taught
that barges take a mile to
stop going up stream and
two miles to stop going
down stream and they are to
stay out of their way.
People are not taught how

far it takes to stop a truck or
how much room it needs to
make a turn and thus are
causing wrecks with trucks
all the time. Most police
officers don’t know much
about trucks either and often
truckers are ticketed for
what a car driver caused.
Not long ago there was a

van full of people going too
fast on a highway on black
ice. The driver lost control

crossed the medium and hit
a truck that was going very
slow and under control. Peo-
ple from the van have sued
the trucking company for 80
plus million dollars. The
judge said the trucking com-
pany shouldn’t have had the
truck on the road and award-
ed the suit.
In another case the road

was iced and traffic was
stopped. The road was ele-
vated and the truck that was
sitting still began to slide
side ways and bumped into
a car. That trucking compa-
ny is being sued for bodily
injuries.
This is long but explains

just how far the war on
truckers goes. In years past a
state highway department
added another lane to a two
lane highway by starting at a
much lower elevation with
an on ramp and slowly
bringing it up to the level of

the existing highway pass-
ing a business just as the two
lanes were at the same ele-
vation. With the difference
in elevation and the angle of
entry there is no way for
traffic on the existing high-
way to see traffic on the new
road so they have a yield
sign on the ramp to protect
traffic on the road and turn-
ing into the business.
Years later a person late

for work and talking on their
phone ignored to yield sign
and hit a truck turning into
the business. Most likely the
truck driver didn’t know the
car was there until the
impact was felt.
Almost immediately the

significant other of the car
driver was there and took
the driver and left the scene
and then came back. No one
knows if they were ditching
drugs or what they were
doing. The car drivers insur-
ance paid for the damage to
the truck and investigators
acknowledged that there
was nothing the trucker
could have done to prevent
the crash.
A few days later that

states highway department
removed the yield sign. A
little later they put up barri-
cades so the trucks couldn’t
turn into the business thus
forcing them to spend more
time going around and com-
ing up the ramp and the
business had to make a new
entrance. Now there are fre-
quently cars crashing into
trucks.
Some time later the car

driver decides they were
hurt in the crash and sues the
truck driver. An ambulance
chaser keeps after the truck
insurance for money but
they don’t give. It eventual-
ly goes to a jury trial. On
trial day the ambulance
chaser conspires with the
judge to not let the truck
insurance company ‘s
lawyer bring up the yield
sign and to not let the inves-
tigating officer testify. At
this point the insurance
company lawyer gives up
and pays them. Now they
have a highway set up to
cause more crashes and the
ambulance chaser is there
ready and waiting and has a
judge to do what ever he

wants.
That state’s highway

department should put the
yield sign back up and put
reduced speed limit signs
until traffic is past the busi-
ness. That judge should be
put in jail with people he has
put in jail, the ambulance
chaser should never to
allowed to practice law
again and someone in the
state highway department
should be looking for a job.
The significant other and
driver should have to pay in
some way.
These are the kinds of

things that happen to truck-
ers everyday. They weigh
on a drivers mind all the
time they are behind the
wheel and some times keep
them up at night. Drivers are
hanging it up everyday
because of these things.
Shippers are calling for
trucks saying they will pay
anything but are told, we
have trucks but no drivers.
Scott E. Fisher lives in
Lower Salem.
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