
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, May 20, 2018 

Parlor, RE/Office Building
In attendance: Ralph Olander, Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs, Shari Miller, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, George Banziger, Debra Miller, Jim Grecni, Patty Troisi, Gary Hamilton, Roger Kalter, Cindy Taylor, Dawn Hewitt, chair, and guests Nancy Novak (plant sale) and Jim Rapp (candidates forum event).
Dawn Hewitt, chair, convened the meeting at 12:38 p.m..

Minutes of the April meeting were approved.
Plant Sale/Bake Sale Nancy Novak asked for volunteers for the plant and bake sale scheduled for Sunday, June 24, from 1;00 - 5:00. Donations of plants, lightly used garden tools and pots are requested for the plant sale; bake sale items are also requested. Help is needed on Saturday, June 23, to set up and price sale items, as well as help on the sale day. The GSC will not be doing a solar open house this year, so committee members are free to volunteer for other roles.
Candidate Forum Dawn suggested that a small committee is needed to plan this event. Chris Jacobs, who has already been in contact with Marietta College personnel to secure a venue for the event, agreed to head up the committee. Although he is not a GSC member, Jim Rapp has also volunteered to help with this committee. The group discussed dates for the event, settling on September 13. Chris will check on availability of both McDonough Auditorium (larger space) and Room 124 of Thomas Hall (better handicap access). Candidates running for U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, Ohio governor, Washington County districts for Ohio State House, and Washington County Commissioner positions will be invited to the non-partisan forum focused on environmental issues. Details of the schedule will be arranged once the date is confirmed. Adeline Bailey offered to help with letters of invitation to the candidates. GSC members are to solicit co-sponsoring groups, such as Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action, Friends of Lower Muskingum River, Ohio Environmental Council, Sierra Club, etc., to build audience and interest. Chris said various departments at Marietta College may also be interested in co-sponsoring the event. Usual local media outlets will be contacted to publicize the forum.
RE/Office Building Energy Efficiency plans/Use of Solar Match Funds  Dawn raised the question of expanding projects covered by money raised through the solar match fund to energy efficiency work on the sanctuary building, asking the committee to consider what work would have the greatest impact on FUUSM's carbon footprint. This would be another change from the projects discussed during the fundraising period, which were centered on energy efficiency for the RE/Office Building to make the most of the solar array expansion and production. After some general discussion, Dawn moved that use of the money raised be restricted to projects in the RE/Office Building. Debra Miller seconded the motion. Discussion followed, with committee members noting that other funding sources might be available for the main building, that work on the windows in the RE building had already commenced, that the RE building is and will continue to be all-electric including heating, and that the building is used almost every day of the week. The question was called, and the motion passed.
Annie Warmke suggestions Newcomer Annie Warmke and her husband Jay have put forward several suggestions in support of the GSC. They offered two ideas for "Sunday talks": "The Future of the Solar Industry and Why We Really Need to Know Where It Leads" and "Learning to Live More Sustainably." It was recommended that those ideas be shared with the Worship and Music Committee for possible Sunday worship service topics. Another suggestion was a workshop conducted on a Sunday afternoon for up to 10 people for a cost of $55 each on "How To Build a Solar Generator". It was suggested that the workshop might be a good topic for a Social Justice Sunday Forum. Dawn will talk to Michelle Wilson about that proposal. Dawn also raised the idea of a field trip to the Warmkes' Blue Rock Station, to learn more about sustainable living/ There was general agreement that all these were good ideas.
Next Just Dinner The committee settled on an August 17 date for the next dinner. Planning will take place at the July meeting.
Column in the Marietta Times. George previously reported that he and Dave Ballantyne have an agreement with the editor of the Times to submit a regular column that discusses climate change issues. The first column, written by Dave, was published in the Times on Saturday (May 19). George will send a copy to committee members via email.
Earth Day Events Marietta Earth Day at the Armory and the Sun Dance Hoedown fund raiser and celebration were both declared successful events. About $300 for the solar match projects was raised through the Hoedown, and an additional $500 was received from an anonymous donor. 
Adult RE presentations by Jean Ambrose and Giulia Mannarino, certified Climate Reality Corps members and leaders in Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action group, were also well received. 
April 8 Social Justice Sunday results and letter-writing campaign  A report from UUs for Social Justice on results of the letter-writing campaign to senators in support of the RECLAIM Act to aid coal communities showed that 550 letters from 23 UU congregations in 17 states were hand-delivered to Senate offices on May 8. The campaign and the other Earth Month activities at FUUSM were registered with UU Ministry For Earth and included on their map of participating congregations during the month-long focus on the environment. 
Green Tips for June Jim Grecni volunteered to prepare tips for June; Chris Jacobs will  submit them for July,
The meeting was adjourned at 1:26 p.m., allowing members to attend the final gardening class.

Next meeting: June 17, 2018 after a brief service and congregational picnic st Parkersburg City Park and the Multicultural Festival. (Cindy Taylor invited all to visit the MOVCA double booth at the Festival after the meeting.)
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

