
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, April 15, 2018 

Parlor, RE/Office Building
In attendance: Ralph Olander, Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs, Dave Ballantyne, Shari Miller, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, George Banziger, Debra Miller, Jim Grecni, Patty Troisi, Andrew Clovis, and Dawn Hewitt, chair.
Dawn Hewitt, chair, convened the meeting at 12:38 p.m..

Minutes of the March meeting were approved.
Earth Day Events The Marietta Earth Day event will be held at the Armory on April 21. GSC will have some of the same elements as in past years, with information about solar installations at FUUSM as well as Marietta public buildings. RA canopy for GSC use will be brought from the Lockmaster's House. Tables will be provided by the Earth Day committee. Dawn suggested a simple children's project: image of a sun for children to color as they wish. GSC members are to supply crayons for use at the booth/table. Volunteers from the committee are invited to help with the booth in as many shifts as they can.  

That evening, GSC will sponsor the Sun Dance Hoedown, a fund raiser and celebration featuring square and contra dancing, called by Chris Jacobs and Dawn Hewitt. Kelcey Jacobs has prepared fliers to be distributed at the Earth Day booth. A press release about the family-friendly event went out earlier. Volunteers are to meet at the Betsey at 5:00 p.m. to set up. Volunteers will donate snacks and beverages. Entry fee will be $5 per person; the snacks and soft drinks will be available for a donation. 
RE/Office Building Energy Efficiency plans Following the alternative plans for energy refit presented by B & G committee member Kim McMichael, Dave reported that he and others from the B & G committee have met with John Barnas at the RE/Office building to review the work necessary on the windows. Mr. Barnas says two storm windows need to be replaced; he will seal and caulk all the windows and add appropriate fasteners. He estimates the work can be completed in a week's time. He will provide a full report including a cost estimate on Monday (April 16). A motion was put forward to approve the storm window project; however, in discussion on the motion, it was recommended that the group see the estimate and proposal before voting. It was suggested that an email vote could be taken. 

There was further discussion on the plans for blown-in insulation. McMichael had raised the issue of a vapor barrier. The issue will be discussed with B & G before that work is initiated.
Faithify and Solar Match campaigns  George Banziger reported that the Faithify campaign had reached the $2,000 goal, and that the Solar Match had exceeded the $10,000 mark by a few hundred dollars.
Adult RE presentations Jean Ambrose and Giulia Mannarino, certified Climate Reality Corps members and leaders in Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action group, will present two sessions (April 22 and 29) in the Adult Religious Explorations program. Everything is in place for the programs and the public has been invited to attend.
April 8 Social Justice Sunday results  Twenty-some people attended the April 8 program on environmental justice led by Adeline and Mike Bailey. The session and discussion revolved around the documentary "Cheshire, Ohio" and was followed by a letter-writing campaign to WV and Ohio senators in support of the RECLAIM Act to aid coal communities. The letter-writing work, a program suggested by the UU Ministry for Earth in coordination with UUs for Social Justice, continued today (April 15), and will conclude on the 22nd. FUUSM letters, and those from other UU congregations across the U.S.,  will be hand-delivered to Senate offices in early May. The campaign and other Earth Month activities at FUUSM were registered with UUMFE and included on their map of participating congregations during the month-long focus on the environment. 

GSC will also consider leading another Social Justice Sunday forum, perhaps focused on the Our Children's Trust efforts - also included in the UUMFE initiatives -  to bring a lawsuit (Juliana vs. U.S.) against the U.S. government for lack of action against climate change. Dawn will discuss possible dates with Michelle Wilson, who organizes the schedule for Social Justice Sunday forums.
Gardening Classes The GSC expressed appreciation for the outstanding work done by Andrew Clovis in organizing the winter classes this year. Thinking ahead to next year, Andrew suggested a theme, 'Gardening for a Healthy People," which could bring in additional groups concerned with food insecurity (Feed Ohio, Harvest of Hope, County Health Departments, etc.). The topic would be appropriate for a Social Justice Forum as well, which would simplify keeping class sessions sequential. Andrew will approach Michelle Wilson with the suggestion.
MOVCA Proposed Candidates Event The GSC is working toward a September date for an Ohio candidates event. Chris has reached out to Richard Danford at Marietta College about working with MC groups to host the event on campus; it has been suggested that a planning committee meet soon to develop a framework for the event. FUUSM member Jim Rapp  is interested in working on the committee. Chris will report on next steps at the May meeting.
Plant Sale June 24 Nancy Novak asked that GSC help with the plant sale again this year. Donations of plants and related gardening items are requested, as well as help with pricing and help on the day of the sale. More details will follow as they become available.
Green Tips for May Roger Kalter has volunteered to prepare them. More tips are needed for April. Chris Jacobs volunteered to send them to Chris in the church office.
Column in the Marietta Times. George reported that he and Dave Ballantyne have an agreement with the editor of the Times to submit a regular column that discusses climate change issues. 
Community Meal issues The plate scrapings and compost collection were discussed. Mike Bailey said he will take all scrapings (including meat) for long-term composting. The vegetable matter only bins should be kept exclusively for kitchen clippings for use by other composters. Continued concern with food waste was raised as a topic for discussion with the community meal teams.
GSC Annual Report is due today. Chairperson Dawn Hewitt will make it happen!
Next Just Dinner No date in May is acceptable, due to other commitments. The committee considered moving it to June, but likewise found no date that would work. Plans for the next GSC-sponsored meal will be discussed at the May meeting.
Coffee Sales Team Adeline asked that new leadership be considered for this GSC project. Presently, Kelcey Jacobs and Debra Miller help with Sunday sales. Kelcey is willing to take on ordering from Silver Bridge and Equal Exchange. A transition in responsibilities will be worked out. Other volunteers, preferably from GSC, are needed. Anyone interested should contact Adeline, Debra or Kelcey.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:56 p.m.

Next meeting: May 20, 2018
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

