
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, March 18, 2018 

Parlor, RE/Office Building
In attendance: Roger Kalter, Tim Finkel, Gary Hamilton, Ralph Olander, Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs, Dave Ballantyne, Shari Miller, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, George Banziger, Debra Miller, Jim Grecni, Dawn Hewitt, chair; and guests: Jean Ambrose from Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action, and Kim McMichael, Buildings and Grounds committee. 
Dawn Hewitt, chair, convened the meeting.

RE/Office Building Energy Conservation Refit  Kim McMichael, the newest member of the Buildings and Grounds Committee, presented an alternative plan for increased energy efficiency in the RE/Office Building. He recommended repairing the leaky windows instead of replacing them, potentially saving more dollars to invest in other efficiency improvements. His recent review of energy use in the building brought into view some quick, easy fixes that had not been addressed thusfar: the 67-gallon electric water heater in the basement was set at a higher temperature than warranted by limited hot water usage; storm windows were not properly closed; upstairs rooms not used during the week are using lots of heat; and the programmed thermostats, for whatever reason, are not retaining programming. His estimates indicated that even if the electric bill were cut in half (as it was, by the rate change from commercial), it would take almost 50 years to get a payback for the $12,700 replacement windows. 

Dave Ballantyne, who has been working on organizing the building retrofit,  thanked Kim for his research. Dave said that the original sequence of work was to complete insulation, fix (or replace) the windows, and replace the electric baseboard heat system with a heat pump. GSC had decided to move ahead with the windows since the blown in from outside insulation project needed warmer weather to remove the vinyl siding without damaging it. Dave said that now the windows seemed the least attractive as a next step. It was suggested that blinds might also help with leakage at the windows, although Dave said blinds would cost about half as much as the replacement windows.

After further discussion, George Banziger moved that GSC and B&G proceed with insulation and window repair, and continue to gather data on energy efficiency measures. Ralph Olander seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Further discussion: The estimate for blown-in fiberglass insulation is $3,900; it was suggested that a thorough cleaning would be required after the insulation project. At present, there is no buildings steward; currently, the congregation is employing a cleaning service. Ralph said that the original job description for the Buildings Steward position involved more oversight than hands-on work.

Roger Kalter said he will bring a review of the maintenance matrix to the April 22 Buildings and Grounds committee meeting, and perhaps that would affect restructuring of the job description for the Steward. Dave Ballantyne said he would approach the personnel committee about changing the requirements for the Building Steward. 
Earth Day Events The Marietta Earth Day event will be held at the Armory on April 21. GSC will have some of the same elements as in past years, with information about solar installations at FUUSM as well as Marietta public buildings. Roger said two canopies for GSC use will be brought from the Lockmaster's House. Tables will be provided by the Earth Day committee. 

That evening, GSC will sponsor the Sun Dance Hoedown, a fund raiser and celebration featuring square and contra dancing, called by Chris Jacobs and Dawn Hewitt. Kelcey Jacobs is preparing flyers and a press release about the family-friendly event. Entry fee will be $5 per person; snacks and soft drinks will be available for a donation. 
Upcoming waste collection contract negotiations  Roger said this is a matter that should receive public comment. Chris Jacobs said he would share information about contracts that were agreed upon. ____________________________________.
Earth Hour March 24 MOVCA plans a Parkersburg Earth Hour public event, but since planning time is short, Mike and Adeline Bailey will host a private event at their home on the 24th, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m.
MOVCA Proposed Candidates Event Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action has scheduled an Earth Day Candidates Event for Wednesday, April 18. Since the event will be to learn the views of West Virginia Primary candidates on environmental issues, MOVCA suggested GSC sponsor an Ohio candidates event at the same time, which MOVCA would co-sponsor. George Banziger had suggested GSC might wait until closer to the General Election to hold such an event. General agreement for a fall event was determined via an email poll. The group decided to work toward a September date. Chris will reach out to Richard Danford at Marietta College about working with MC groups to host the event on campus. Roger will talk to the League of Women Voters about co-sponsoring.
April 8 Social Justice Sunday Adeline and Mike Bailey have agreed to lead the April 8 Social Justice Forum. They will show a documentary, "Cheshire, Ohio" and discuss the history of environmental justice in the U.S. and its relevance to climate change. Approved, legal use of the film will cost $80; Adeline asked if GSC might help with the fee.
April 22 Earth Day worship service Rev. Kat will be leading the service; GSC role is to be determined.
Green Tips for April Roger Kalter volunteered to prepare them. 
Letter-writing George reported that he has written a letter to the college president, suggesting alternatives - such as native plants - to spraying. Roger said he would also write to the president and to Fred Smith, who directs management of the college's physical plant and grounds. Jean Ambrose mentioned the recent Marietta Times column about fossil fuel extraction written by Dr. Robert Chase. Dave said he would write a letter of response to the column.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m.

Next meeting: April 15, 2018
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

