First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, December 17, 2017

Parlor, RE/Office Building
In attendance: Andrew Clovis, George Banziger, Patty Troisi, Gary Hamilton, Ralph Olander, Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs,Shari Miller, Dave Ballantyne, Tim Finkel, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, and Dawn Hewitt, chair. 
Dawn Hewitt, chair, called the meeting to order at 12:40 p.m.
Minutes of the November meeting were approved.
Plans for energy efficiency upgrades to RE Building Dave Ballantyne reported that the Buildings and Grounds committee has recommended waiting until spring to add blown-in insulation to the building, as it will be less damaging to remove siding and drill access holes in warmer temperatures. Other considerations for window replacement or more efficient heating will follow.

Estimates for the insulation project total $3,900, which can be made available whenever necessary. 
Solar Expansion and Match Fund News  GS still needs to raise about $3,000 to fully match the $10,000 challenge grant. Plans to use UU's Faithify crowd-sourcing program to bring in $2,000 were discussed. George Banziger said we would need a UU "twist" to use Faithify, since energy efficiency might be less "sexy" than solar panel installation. He also expressed some second thoughts about using the program. His past experience with Faithify for the Interfaith program indicated that most of the donations came from members and friends in the congregation and the local community, leading him to question whether Faithify would be needed for the solar match. He also thought there might be conflict with the simultaneous fundraising for the stained glass window project, although organizers for that campaign felt they were targeting different donors. Dawn remarked that being more energy efficient will enable FUUSM to share more electricity power with the community when it is not consumed by our own energy use, and that would perhaps be appealing enough to reach out locally.

Dawn and George will work on a press release coordinated with the revised pamphlet to be sent to local papers in early January. GS will consider trying Faithify in February/March, after results are in from local efforts. Other methods of fund raising (Facebook, or some other means) were discussed, but those seemed impractical at this point.
Winter Gardening Classes organized by Andrew Clovis will begin January 21. FUUSM's Social Hall is reserved from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. on January 21 and 28, February 18 and 25, and March 11 and 18. Andrew plans to have each session begin at 1:30 p.m., with two presenters each session. The classes are not consecutive Sundays to avoid conflict with Social Justice Sunday Forums and the Opening Our Hearts to Refugees program. 
Action item: Andrew will write a press release for local papers as well as an article for the Confluence.

Green Tips for January Chris Jacobs volunteered to prepare them.
GS has committed to plan Adult RE Classes in April over the last few years. Class dates open are April 15, 22, and 29. Cindy Taylor has confirmed that MOVCA members Jean Ambrose and Giulia Mannarino who recently completed Climate Reality Project training will be presenters for the classes; George has informed Peg Clifford, Adult RE organizer, of GS plans.
Service Auction Submission of Just Dinner The date for the Just Dinner is February 16; GS had nine buyers at the auction at $15 each. GS will publicize the 11 open seats at $20 per person closer to the event, with money raised going to the FUUSM budget. The group will plan a menu at the January meeting. Adeline Bailey has contacted a member of Rural Action, a food justice group, who expressed interest in supplying a speaker for the event. She will get more information and confirm their participation. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:28 p.m.

Next meeting: January 21, 2017
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe
