First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, March 19, 2017

FUUSM RE building - parlor 
In attendance: George Banziger, Ralph Olander, Rebecca Phillips, Dawn Hewitt, Patty Troisi,  Amy Miller, Jim Grecni and Debra Miller, Andrew Clovis, Shari Miller, Dave Ballantyne, Chip Pickering, Dawn Wittberg, Mike and Adeline Bailey.
Dawn Hewitt chaired the meeting.
Minutes of the February meeting were approved as presented.
Update on FUUSM Solar George Banziger reported that the sanctuary rooftop panels are currently "overproducing" enough that we need to consider expansion to the RE building. The excess energy beyond current use is carried forward to our credit since usage will be greater in summer when air conditioning is used. Additionally, if the kitchen replaces the gas stoves now in use with electric appliances, usage will increase. Chip Pickering said that both above-ground and buried routes to take the energy from the panels on the church building to the RE building were mapped out and the cost was similar. If FUUSM decides to add panels, city permits would be required; adding conduits for connecting the buildings could be applied for under the same permits. Mike Bailey suggested that network cable be installed at the same time. The ideas for expansion will be conveyed to the Buildings and Grounds committee.

Dawn Hewitt reminded the group that April was suggested as the time to kick off a campaign for matching funds.   
Green Sanctuary Congregational Responsibilities in April  The committee finalized plans for the adult RE programs to be presented in April. GSC decided to organize the RE classes under the theme "Putting the Seventh Principle into Practice." Weekly topics and presenters are as follows:

April 2 - George Banziger on early-season sowing and nutritional plants

April 9 - Rebecca Phillips on gardening for pollinators

April 16 - Easter Sunday NO Adult RE

April 23 - Dave Ballantyne on climate science

April 30 - Dave Ballantyne on working with local governments on climate policy/action
Gene Barry will be presenting a  reflection on water crises at the April 23 service, which will be the featured GS worship service participation this year. 
GSC participation in local Earth Day activities. GSC will have a table at the Marietta Earth Day event at the Armory from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. The theme for our table/display will be our solar installation project. some ideas for our display included showing the FUUSM "dashboard" on energy production on a laptop powered by a solar generator; photos of the rooftop array and installation process; other passive solar items as were displayed last year; and something interactive for youth. It was previously suggested that the event presents an oppportunity to invite community participation in the matching grant campaign.
Request for GSC help for the Garden Tour The Garden Tour committee requested help with a plant sale this summer. (Dawn  explained that there will not be a garden tour as such this year, but the plant sale will continue.)It was suggested that GSC do something related to solar energy for the event; no details of expectations for GSC participation were forthcoming at meeting time. When more information is available the request will be considered at a future meeting.
Fracking in the Wayne: What GSC can do and why The newly formed Marietta chapter of Keep Wayne Wild is working to halt the sale of leases in the Marietta unit of the Wayne National Forest. The next online auction - overseen by EnergyNet (energynet.com) - will be held on March 23. In hopes of stopping the leasing of this public land, we are encouraged to contact our local government officials, our federal legislators, and  National Forest Service Eastern Regional Forester Kathleen Atkinson (who has the authority to pull the parcels from the auction immediately) at 414-297-3765 or Katkinson@fs.fed.us.  Talking points available from Athens County Fracking Action Network (acfan.org). Additionally, Amy Miller suggested contacting the auction service to see if we could register as bidders. She will look into requirements and regulations.
Planet Group meets March 26  A group formed at the March 12 Social Justice Workshop will meet at FUUSM next Sunday. Dawn reported that two major thrusts of the planet group will be developing a program to recognize local businesses for their efforts to be eco-conscious, and working to help pull information together for the Easy Being Green publication.

The group discussed the importance of "upping our level of engagement" in social justice and environmental issues. Amy mentioned food recovery (George pointed out we participate with Harvest of Hope) as a way of going beyond home recycling; Andrew Clovis reminded the group that we need to thank legislators who take positive action as well as letting them know we notice when they don't. Dawn brought up the idea of "green drinks" as a way to network with other people interested in similar issues: meet at a local bar or coffee house, pay $5 at the door, purchase a drink, talk about issues, maybe have a speaker. The event would not be a fundraiser; the purpose would be to share ideas and plans for action. If the bar/coffee house charged a fee for use of the facility that was not covered by the door charge, Chip suggested a sponsor might be found. Dawn said the topics not used for the adult RE classes might be a good starting point for discussions. Dawn will look into bringing something like this to our area.
April Green Tips Rebecca Phillips volunteered to contribute tips for the month. She will submit them to Chris Keller, office administrator, to be included in each Sunday's order of service.
Earth Hour - March 25,  2017  Dawn Hewitt has invited GS to her home for an Earth Hour party, beginning at 7:00 p.m., with lights out from 8:30 - 9:30.

Other events listed following minutes.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe
Upcoming Events and Activities of Interest to Green Sanctuary
Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action
See Facebook page or email ericengle85@yahoo.com
Thursday, April 6 from 7pm - 9pm at First Christian Church, 1400 Washington Avenue Parkersburg, WV is MOVCA's next business meeting. This is open to the public, though it is not the meeting that is centered around public presentations, it is for the conducting of MOVCA business. 
Thursday, April 23 from 7pm - 9pm at First Christian Church, 1400 Washington Avenue Parkersburg, WV is MOVCA's next public meeting. Details available soon.
Tuesday, April 11, 6 -8:30pm  at WSCC (date and venue awaiting approval): Washington County meeting WV SUN partnering with Ohio SUN Informational Session on forming a Mid-Ohio Valley Solar Cooperative. More info forthcoming
Monday, March 27th is Hemp Day at the WV Capitol sponsored by the WV Hemp Industries Association. MOVCA has been cordially invited by Robby Kerr to attend this event centered around the economic and environmental impact of industrial hemp and advocating for diversifying WV's economy. 

Appalachian Renewable Energy Consumer Cooperative
http://arecc.coop/
Monthly meeting: Sunday, April 9, 2 - 4pm, ACEnet (94 Columbus Rd., Athens, OH)
OH SUN
	www.OHSUN.org
	


Ohio Solar Congress
Saturday, April 8
9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Zane State College's Advanced Science and Technology Center
1400 Newark Road
Zanesville, OH 43701 

free; breakfast and lunch provided - register (registration link didn't work for me)

Keep Wayne Wild

You are invited to the UCAN Camping Conference, April 21-23 in Marietta, OH. 
The weekend-long campout will bring together local grassroots organizations and community members to share information and strategize about stopping fracking in Wayne National Forest. 
To prevent further damage to our communities and environment, UCAN has been working with representatives from Sierra Club Ohio, Ohio Environmental Council (OEC), Athens County Fracking Action Network (ACFAN), Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action (MOVCA), AppalachiaResist, Keep Wayne Wild, Buckeye Environmental Network, Frack Free Ohio, and various active individuals in the fight against fracking in Ohio. The goal of building a statewide coalition is to strengthen our efforts to stop these auctions and protect the Wayne.
A few of the events for the weekend include an investigative photojournalism collection of hundreds of exposing shots from Bill Hughes, informative talks by people such as Bill Baker (founder of Frack Free Ohio) and representatives from OEC and Sierra Club, various interactive workshops, and a strategic direct action training accessible to all and led by AppalachiaResist. More speakers are in the works! There will also be live music and ample time to explore nature.
Meals will be provided, but we welcome you to bring food as well. Attendance is FREE, but if you would like to donate to the conference, please do so here.
RSVP here, by no later than April 7th. 
UCAN is an all inclusive organization. We do not discriminate based on race, gender, sexual orientation, political affiliation or other identifying characteristic. This event is accessible to all. If you have any individual accommodations such as dietary needs or camping equipment, please let us know.
United Citizens Action Network

"Unify to Amplify. Resist Together!"

www.ucanohio.com

Earth Day April 22, 2017 - Green Santuary plans to participate: GS theme is our solar installation

- Marietta Event at the Armory April 22, 10am-2pm
- also all weekend event at Marietta College, but nothing listed on their event calendar yet (Marietta city event calendar shows Native Pride Dancers at MC Andrews Hall at 8pm on 22nd)

- Parkersburg Event at Bicentennial Park, April 22, 12-3pm at Bicentennial Park in downtown Parkersburg 

- WVUP  Ecohawks environmental group event Earth Day Expo on April 19 from 10-3 at the university

- March for Science April 22, 8am - 5pm, National Mall in DC (https://www.marchforscience.com/) March for Science and the Earth Day Network are co-organizing a rally and teach-in on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. The March for Science is an international movement, led by organizers distributed around the globe. This movement is taking place because of the simultaneous realization by thousands of people who value science in their lives that staying silent is no longer an option. There are marches being planned across the United States and internationally. To date, marches are planned in Ohio: Athens, Columbus, Cleveland, Dayton, Cincinnati, Mansfield, Toledo, Oxford, Yellow Springs, Youngstown; and in West Virginia: Charleston, Morgantown, Huntington.

350.org
https://350.org/?akid=19998.2729294.T0NdwC
Peoples Climate March April 29th Washington DC

https://peoplesclimate.org/?source=350&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit
Peoples Climate March and Commit2Respond 
Commit2Respond: Pause! Reflect! Write! Sometimes life and the pressures we face have us moving so quickly that pausing to meditate and reflect must be an intentional action! For week two of Climate Justice Month, take some time to honor your pain for the world. Write a journal reflection, or some poetry to share with your local community or on the April 17th Climate Justice Poetry Mic Night. Take some time to reflect about why climate change and environmental justice matter to you.
 
Important Dates
People’s Climate Resistance Story Circles
Thursday, March 30 @ 8pm EST
Saturday, April 1 @ 2PM EST
Monday, April 3 @ 8 PM EST
 
The People’s Climate Movement (PCM) is encouraging communities to gather together as “circles of resistance to vision our future” for story sharing to inspire for our artwork and messages at the April 29th March for Climate, Jobs, & Justice. Commit2Respond will be hosting numerous virtual story circles (web -- Zoom.us -- and phone based) for faith activists to attend, on March 30th, April 1st, April 3rd and April 16th These gatherings will help shape the message that our community will carry with us for the People’s Climate March in Washington, D.C., and it will help prepare anyone who wants to host a story circle gathering in their local community for a PCM Sister March. RSVP at the links above.
