Responses to Climate Change Café Questions
1. What are you seeing that gives you hope regarding our response to Global Climate Change?
Organizing and publicizing:

Grass roots organizations, even in WV; more organizations and events like this one; MOV Climate Action –    local interest and awakening; nice to know we're not alone; we're all here (for the event); people coming out for events; more people talking about climate change; people recognizing we need to do something; Low Carbon Diet program (drops do fill a bucket); topic raised in school social studies classes.; faith-based groups willing to look at the issue; strong interfaith movement giving stronger voice for the earth; Tipping Point theory: when enough people care, things happen quickly.
Protesting/Public action:

Young people “train track huggers” stopping coal train, and in court, charges reduced; young people committing acts of civil disobedience and courts listening; Keystone pipeline vetoed; Earth Quakers stopped big bank from funding mountaintop removal; more news about closing coal powered energy plants; local media covering more info on climate change; Green competitions at colleges; Obama decision on mineral rights on public land; divestment from fossil fuels; since the 90s, shrunk the ozone hole. 
Conservation:

Our area accepting recycling, and having recycling centers; cleaner river banks and cleaner rivers; students forming school recycling teams and participating in Earth Day; Millennials reducing driving; Low Carbon Diet- people looking at their habits and changing; personal actions, such as no styrofoam lunch trays going to the landfill.
International news:

Paris Conference was not a disaster; international agreement; 190 countries signed on to climate accord (however, follow-through still in question); 80% of Australian population on board with climate change plan; reading about what other countries are doing - recent National Geographic  article about good things happening.
Changing practices:

Rooftop gardens;  more availability of organic foods; thriving farmers markets; ; UU church using LED bulbs and considering solar panels.
Business changes:

More solar panels, even with gas prices dropping; solar industry responding; renewables more affordable; EVs and hybrids more available and affordable.
2. What  might we have to give up and what is stopping us?
Give up - conveniences and comforts:

Some electric appliances, such as clothes dryers and dishwashers; hair dryers; leaf blowers and lawn mowers; concrete (coal used in drying); eating meat, a lot of meat, meat-heavy diets, and processed foods; out of season foods, fruits and veggies all year round, foods from a distance, palm oil; plastics and convenience packaging, and other petroleum products; disposable goods; cheap gas, cheap oil, and gas-powered autos; wood-burning fireplaces; comfort of hot baths or long showers, or super-warm houses; luxury travel; air travel, frequent flying, long distance commutes; big vehicles, V-8 engines, driving everywhere; lawns and chemical lawn treatments; watering lawns and flushing toilets; the need to have the newest, biggest, and best; beachfront property; personal peace, if you promote ideas that others don't accept.
What's stopping us:

Many are more concerned with their own comfort; excessive comforts, a consumption mentality; hard to give up cars when the area has no reliable/readily available public transportation; lack of funds makes it difficult to afford organic foods and electric cars, or buying into a more socially responsible life style, or changing to more efficient HVAC or other appliances; difficult to change agricultural practices; giving up fossil fuels will be difficult until/unless solar and other renewables are more efficient; the “growth dilemma,” continual growth; difficult to give up centralized power without reliable alternatives. Some things are sacrifices; many things would be better for us to give up. What stops us: time, habits, laziness, and looking at what we might do as wasted effort: it's hard to keep fighting when nothing happens. 
3. What  can we do collectively and how do we begin?
Public forums:

Continue meetings and conversations; talk to each other and get ideas; spread the word about our discoveries; support each other and encourage each other to make changes; help people see the economic benefits of energy efficiency/ environmental lifestyles; support each other as community; participate in Green festivals, Earth Day; use libraries to help educate; set times to meet; post information so it reaches people; organize like-minded people; join groups like Green Sanctuary.
Community changes:

Let's make changes voluntarily while we can. We are not depriving ourselves, we are helping to provide the future. Need to work together to make cultural long-term changes. Reach out to colleges and young people; carpool, gardening, community gardens, meatless Mondays, vegetarianism; encourage local landscaping and use of native plants; support human powered transportation by developing infrastructure (safe bike trails, walking paths); start in homes, move out to social groups, then beyond; apply the Low Carbon Diet to the community; lobby businesses to use sustainable practices: demand less packaging, buy in bulk, support a CSA (community supported agriculture); groups like MOVCA could sponsor community eco-challenges; set goals.
Political action:
Vote; talk politics; call, write, lobby representatives; address city councils, school boards; pass on information to PTAs, teachers' meetings; show up to support good policies or protest  bad policies; send MOVCA survey to politicians; join groups like Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action, Citizens Climate Lobby, 350.org; consolidate smaller groups into larger groups with stronger focus. Find a way to present information in a simple, “how this affects you” format.
Alternative energy development:

Support local renewable energy companies and progressive communities in switching to solar power or other alternative energy; learn about nano grids and solar sharing, solar gardens investment opportunity, green schools initiative, net metering, virtual energy credits; join groups like the Appalachian Renewable Energy Consumer Cooperative.
Responses to the first three questions were compiled from the table notes and grouped by Adeline Bailey.
The following responses to the final question considered at the Café were compiled from flip chart notes and summarized by Jean Ambrose.
What are we called to do next?
As individuals:

Teach one on one; reach out to others continually

Distribute the survey widely in your circle of influence

Attend WVUP presentation at 2:00 Feb 4 in theatre.

Collectively:  
· Bring together separate interest groups, align better into coalitions

· Find new ways to communicate:  example from Ruth Myers:  librarything.com for direct communication (contact Ruth at ruthmeyers@lycos.com.

· Use the library system to recruit

· Reach out to youth:  instill in students concern for our environmental future

· Sell the idea of climate change education to boards of education

· Engage students in environmental service projects

· Convene a work group to be proactive with the schools:  Heather Royer will convene; contact Heather at heatheroyer@yahoo.com
· Join faith based group, which is recruiting at least 10 churches to do survey, and to join the climate movement based on scriptural directions to care for the earth  (Faith group meets monthly, Wendy Tuck contact at wendytuck5@gmail.com)
Active groups and contact information:
Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action
Eric Engle, group leader (ericengle85@yahoo.com)

MOVCA is affiliated with Citizens Climate Lobby: contact Eric Engle (ericengle85@yahoo.com), and 350.org: contact Bill Ambrose (billambrose@hughes.net)
Faith Based Initiative (branch of MOVCA)

Wendy Tuck (wendytuck5@gmail.com)
Green Sanctuary of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Dawn Hewitt, coordinator (hewitt@earth-maker.com)
Low Carbon Diet Team
Mark  and Nina Redd, team leaders (usredds@gmail.com)
Applachian Renewable Energy Consumer Cooperative
Marty Zinn, board president (zills131@gmail.com)
