
ANNOUNCEMENT	(Wednesday Oct. 9, 2024)
Members and Friends of the FUUSM congregation
After much discussion among members of the Board of Trustees and Rev. Kathryn Hawbaker, we have come to a mutually agreed upon decision that Rev. Kat will step down as minister of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta effective Nov. 25, 2024. 
The Board is thankful to Rev. Kat for her 17 years of service to FUUSM, for the numerous achievements that she enabled or assisted, and for her dedication to providing a place for those looking for a place to thrive and fit in. During her tenure FUUSM has thrived in many ways and Kat leaves us, well positioned to continue to exemplify our shared values …     always with “love at the center!”
Rev. Kat will continue to serve in her normal capacity as our minister through Sunday Nov. 24th. There will be a farewell event following the Nov. 24th service - details will follow at a later date.   We wish Rev. Kat the best when she begins her new adventures.
FUUSM Board of Trustees:  Vic Elam, Pres.,  Karen Binkley, V. Pres.,  Nancy Luthy, Sec.,  Don Poole, Treas., Ron Rees,  Shari Ballantyne, Robin Bozian, and Darryl Ting.  



Letter to the Congregation of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta 

I am deeply grateful to all the good people who have nurtured a diverse religious community in the Mid-Ohio Valley.  It has been a pleasure and a privilege to serve as your minister for 17 years (2007-2024) and there are many happy memories to savor and efforts and events to be proud of.  It is my fervent hope that FUUSM will come together to thrive and provide a powerful presence for U.U. values and work for building community throughout the area.

While I myself fall short at times, it has always been my goal and practice to fulfill our covenant promise to use clear, direct, open and loving communication.  In this time, it is not for me to influence or interfere with the congregation’s next steps and future plans.

Guidelines suggest that I gently break off contact with FUUSM members and friends to make room for your next minister.  While this can feel hard, it is part of the transition that makes room for what comes next.  I am grateful for the chance to learn and grow and serve in ministry with all of you.	Goodbye & Good Luck,   

Blessings, Rev. Kathryn E. Hawbaker

