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FUUSM Pledging FAQ Sheet- 2023 Pledge Drive
What is a pledge?
A pledge is a commitment to financially support FUUSM over the course of a fiscal year with a specific dollar amount.

Why and when are pledges solicited?
Pledge income supports the life and work of the congregation by providing most of the annual FUUSM operating budget. 
The Pledge Drive is Starts in  January/February  and ends at the beginning of March each year. The total amount pledged provides a basis to enable the FUUSM leadership (Finance Committee & the Board of Trustees) to set the budget in time to be approved by the congregation at the annual meeting in April/May each year.

What does the operations budget support?
The operations budget supports compensation for the congregation’s personnel including our minister, office assistant, pianist, and others who provide needed services for FUUSM.  It also supports utility costs for our two buildings and the important work of our committee, such as the Worship & Music Committee and the Caring Committee. Capital improvements such as the A-V system, outdoor lighting, major repairs to our two buildings are drawn from the interest (yield) on our trust funds.

Is there anything special about this year’s pledge drive?
Yes! We have been awarded a $20,000 grant for the UUA Regional Office for the purpose of increasing the number and diversity of our membership over a three-year period. A major condition of this grant is that we must match the grant amount with $15,000 over the next years of the grant period. We have established a committee (led by chairperson, Annie Warmke) to plan and manage this project. We have established a special account in our operations budget for this match. 

Are all congregation members expected to pledge?
A pledge is expected from every independent individual or family. A pledge of any amount is welcome. We understand if your financial situation prevents you from pledging in the forthcoming year. 

Do I need to be a member of the congregation to pledge?
Anyone who wants to financially support the FUUSM can pledge.

What are the average and median pledge amounts?
For the 2022-23 FUUSM fiscal year, i.e., pledges made in last year’s pledge drive,  the average pledge was $1,712, and the median pledge was $1,200.

How do I make pledge payments?
You can set up automatic bank transfers or credit card payments or set up recurring check payments through your bank. You can also pay by check through the mail or put currency into the collection basket on Sundays – if you make your pledge payment by check or cash and place it in the collection basket or by mail, please indicate with a memo on the check or with a note. 

Is all the money I give to the congregation part of my pledge?
Any payment you identify as pledge is part of your pledge, but additional money you spend at the auction and other FUUSM events is not part of your pledge.

Who knows my pledge amount and who keeps track of my pledge payments?
Only the people on the Pledge Drive Committee and the treasurer know your specific pledge, and they are sensitive to the importance of keeping this information confidential. The FUUSM treasurer sends out quarterly reports with the update on your pledge contributions during the fiscal year.

My financial situation has drastically changed, can I make a change to my pledge?
If you must change your pledge, please contact one of the members of the Pledge Drive Committee (George Banziger, Brenda Lisk, Christina Thrasher, or Dani Thrasher).

Whom do I contact if I have questions regarding my pledge?
You may contact any members of the Pledge Drive committee about your current pledge (for next year’s fiscal budget). 
