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First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta
Order of Service   Sunday December 13, 2020
Light One Candle  


Prelude	’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime  	Randall Kidder, Pianist
					-Joseph M. Martin


I’m the product of races that used to hate each other. 
I am a kymara of bloodlines. I can’t choose one side, so I choose all sides. 
I choose to be everything.
Joseph Singh, a filmmaker, raised Mormon who explores his Cherokee heritage.


Welcome Song		-Composer/lyricist, Melanie DeMore
I am sending you light, to heal  you, to hold you.  
I am sending you light to hold you in love.   (repeat)
I walk the path with you,  go slow dear one don’t hurry
I’ll go just like you need to go, there is no need to worry. 
	
Welcome 					Martha McGovern, Worship Leader


Chalice Lighting  		Give Light   		-Hal Walker    	
		Give light and people will find a way (3x)
		People will find a way I do believe.


Chanukah Candle-Lighting for UU Services	-Rev. Joanna Lubkin

Reading - #629  Hanukkah Lights  - Congregation Beth El,  Sudbury, MA
(Unison)  Holy One of Blessing		Your Presence 	fills creation.


Advent Wreath Candle Lighting  	Hope,    Love,    Joy,     Peace


Reading
#653  Reflections on the Resurgence of Joy    - Dori Jeanine Somers


Advent Hymn  #226 	People, Look East  
Music: traditional French carol   Words:  Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)    
Canto Deo Choir	Arranged by Stephen Caracciolo


Reading #615	The Work of Christmas  -Howard Thurman
Singing the Living Tradition

Pledges and Offerings
They don’t tell you that this work is just the work of being human together,
which is to say the excruciating effort to love with open hands
while it all slips through your fingers.
-Molly Housh Gordon


Blessing 	We are sending you light, to heal  you, to hold you. 
		We are sending you light to hold you in love.
			-Composer/lyricist, Melanie DeMore


Reflection		Many Faiths Share This Season of Service 		
							Rev. Kathryn Hawbaker

You are not required to finish the task, but neither are you free to desist from it.
The work of repairing the world will not be complete today, tomorrow or even within our lifetimes— but each of us has the power to be part of the healing.
-American Jewish World Service


Hymn  #221 	Light One Candle   	words & music:  Peter Yarrow (1938-   )
FUUSM Congregational Singing 2017

Benediction  

Closing Song   	This Little Light of Mine	
(remain muted on zoom)		First verse - twice 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine  (3x)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine


Extinguishing the Chalice   #456   	by Elizabeth Selle Jones
          We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, 
the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment.  
These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.

Postlude  	Sending You Light		-Composer/lyricist, Melanie DeMore
I am sending you light, to heal  you, to hold you.  
I am sending  you light to hold you in love.


Joys & Sorrows 

I grieve for those who believe there are sides 
and lines to be drawn.		There are no sides. 
We move forward only by laying down our own sword of words 
and being with one another, of seeing each other’s humanity, 
and reminding ourselves that the responsibility to be a human being 
means remembering we are one human among billions of people on this planet.
I grieve for a planet that forgets that a leading tenet of every major religion in the world is treat others as you would like to be treated.
.
Grieving Gun Violence & Other Tragic Losses
Rev. Keith Kron,	UUA Office of Transitions

We Remember Sandy Hook Elementary School (Dec. 14, 2012) Newtown, Conn.

Announcements  (listed below)
Open Time for Connecting  (Social Hour)



Service Readings, Songs, & Resources

#629		Hanukkah Lights
We gather in the chill of winter solstice finding warmth from each other, nourishing hope where reason fails.
	Grateful for small miracles, we rejoice in the wonder of light 			and darkness and the daring of hope.
Holy One of Blessing	Your Presence 	fills creation.

You made us holy with your commandments and called us to kindle the Hanukkah lights.
Holy One of Blessing	Your Presence 	fills creation.
You performed miracles for our ancestors in days of old at this season.

Holy One of Blessing	Your Presence 	fills creation.
You have kept us alive		You have sustained us
You have brought us to this moment.
- Congregation Beth El, Sudbury, MA.


Reading  
#653  Reflections on the Resurgence of Joy    - Dori Jeanine Somers

How short the daylight hours have now become.  
How gray the skies, how barren seem the trees.  

A damp and chilling wind has gripped my mind and made me gloomy, too.

But there is that in me which reaches up 
toward light and laughter, bells, and carolers.

And knows that my religious myth and dream 
of reborn joy and goodness must be true,

Because it speaks the truths of older myths;

The light returns to balance darkness, life surges in the evergreen -and us.

And babes are hope, and saviours of the world,
as miracles abound in common things.

Rejoice!  
And join in the gladness of Christmas.





Advent Hymn  #226 	People, Look East  
Music: traditional French carol   Words:  Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)    
Canto Deo Choir	Arranged by Stephen Caracciolo

People, look east.  The time is near of the crowning of the year.  
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:  Love the Guest, is on the way.

Furrows be glad.  Though earth is bare, one more see is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today:  Love the Rose, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch.  When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together
People, look east and sing today:  Love the Star, is on the way.




Light One Candle		words & music:  Peter Yarrow (1938-   )

Light one candle for the Maccabee children with thanks that their light didn’t die.
Light one candle for the pain they endured when their right to exist was denied.

Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice justice and freedom demand.  
But light one candle for the wisdom to know when the peacemaker’s time is at hand.
CHORUS:  Don’t let the light go out, it’s lasted for so many years.
Don’t let the light go out, let it shine through our love and our tears. 

2)  Light one candle for the strength that we need to never become our own foe.
Light one candle for those who are suff’ring the pain we learned so long ago.
Light one candle for all we believe in, that anger won’t tear us apart.
And light one candle to bring us together with peace as the song in our heart.
CHORUS

3)  What is the mem’ry that’s valued so highly we keep it alive in that flame?
What’s the commitment to those who have died when we cry out they’ve not died in vain?
Have we come this far always believing that justice would somehow prevail?
This is the burden and this is the promise and this is why we will not fail.
CHORUS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank-you!  Thank-you for your generous and over-whelming response to the appeal for contributions for our staff gifts fund.  It is most welcome & greatly appreciated.

Fri. Dec. 18  Newsletter Deadline for January 2021 Confluence

Village Cakery Gift Certificates. Here’s an opportunity to purchase some of these gift certificates AND contribute to FUUSM at the same time. Here is how it will work:
For Sale - $25 Village Cakery Gift Certificate (could be used for 2 layer cake, 2 dozen donuts or 2 dozen cookies) ( $ Value of Gift Certificates donated by Linda and Ted)

Email lindalawton55@gmail with how many you want.  You will then send Linda a check made out to FUUSM in the mail and she will mail you your Gift Certificate(s).
Mailing Address is found in the FUUSM Directory on the website, or here-



Sat. Dec. 19, 2020 (11am-2pm)
Charlie & Dennis Lumbatis - Our non-profit AngelsPlusOne will be serving a free meal from TopDawgs DriveIn location (3308 Dudley Ave) in Parkersburg.  
To-Go only.   Please wear a mask and social distancing is required.


Next Sunday - Dec. 20  A Winter Solstice Spiral
11am Zoom & Noon Live in the Courtyard with masks & safe spacing.
The spiral will be open to the public in the courtyard through December,
so you can walk it any time.





