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Warren Local holds public meeting on buildink?s, A4
FILM REVIEW: SPANISH THRILLER HARKENS TO AGATHA CHRISTIE, A8
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Butler Street meetings scheduled

WWW.MARIETTATIMES.COM
SBy Janele Patterson

TO SUBSCRIBE CALL: 740-373-2121

Ifyougo
+ Community Input Meeting: Marietta Col-

lege is hosting a feedback meeting to leam what
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Inilal counts rom the study iy o e e

tions voiced at previous council explained  Councilwoman

“The Marta T
paterson@arittines com

Marietta City administration
and council anticipate a large
crowd for the presentation of
study findings involving Butler
Street next week.

The study's focus: what
impact on surrounding traffic
would occur if Butler Street
between Fourth and Seventh
streets were closed (0 through-
taffic?

were released in December, not-
ing Butler Street between Fourth
and Seventh sireels ses an aver-
age of 2,664 cars pass through
daily

But the impact on surround-
ing intersections like the fiv
way intersection at the comer of
Putnam and Seventh streets if
those 2,664 vehicles were
rerouted, and where they would
go around Marietta College’s
campus are two of many ques-

meetings on the subject

TEC Engincering, the con-
sultant firm hired 10 perform the
study. will provide an analysis
that addresses those questions
and others, like the impact on
emergency vehicle travel. That
Wil oceur at a council meeting
at 4:15 pm. Wednesday in
foom 10 of the Amory, 241
Front St.

“We're going to have our
feveal al the streets meeting.

Kathy Downer, chairwoman of
council’s streets_committ
“Ed Williams (of TEC) is com-
ing down to do the PowerPoint
and then take questions after-
ward.”

She said the results of the
study will also include recom-
mendations o fix_identificd
trouble arcas like the Seventh
and Putnam intersection.

See BUTLER, Page A7

« Where: Gathering Place, comer o Sev-
enth and Bullr steots.
* Who: Pubic welcame.

*+ Traffc mpact Study Reveal: Marieta Cy
‘Councd and agmrstaton wil hea the resuts of
analyss of Bullr Steet between Fourh and
‘Seventh steets, and the potental impacts on
surrounting intersecions f he secton of Butler
were closed 10 alfc.

+ When: 415 pm. Wedhescay.
« Where: Room 10, 241 Fron! S

Appalachia
study released

Ohio section distressed
but making progress

REMEMBERING 'ROSIE’

Real-life icon of World War II movement missed by many

Photos providedMusiration by Ern O'Neil

Neva Roes, who died Feb. 3 at 97, s shown at left posing n font of a Rosie the Riveter poster, in an undated portai from her
youth and at a display of the conrol module for a Goodyear bimp, similar to those she helped buid during World War Il

Neva Rees, 97, was an advocate for women and the LGBTQ community

By Michael Kelly
The Maritta Tim

Neva Rees was the
type of pioneer about
whom _people often
remark, “There won't be
another one like her,” but
Rees might have hoped
there will be many more.

The Marietta._resident
and West Virginia native
died Sunday at the age of
97. She is remembered
by friends, family and
many others as a fiercely
independent  character
who spent_ much of her
life proving that women
can do anything

Best known in the
region as a member of the

Neva Rees

+Bom: Nov. 2, 1921, Fair-
mort, Wa.

Highighis: Too numerous
1o cataogue but incuce tme
2s a Rosia tho Rieter pro-
duction worker ata Goodyear
bl factory in Akon, advo-
cat for e LGBTQ communi-
1y, active member of the Uni-
tarian Universalst Church, 4-
H advisor, maker of great
cookles, mentor and example

o many.
<Did: Sunday, in Mareta.
‘Souce: Times research.

iconic “Rosie the Rivel-
er” group, Rees in her
carly 205 worked at a

Goodyear blimps used as
reconnaissance airships
during World War I1. She

helped  assemble  the
flight crew cabins for the
big vess

“During that time, she
began 1o understand

the women of her gener:
tion went up against a lot
of stereotypes, especially
about what they could
and could not do,” her
son, Ron Rees, of Mariet-
ta, remembers. “It even
came down to whether
women would be allowed
to wear trousers. She’s
told younger wome:
“We made a lot of things.

the message, ‘Never
underestimate the power
of an old feminist.”
Neva Rees developed
her independence at any
growing up as
re_around the
iddle child” in a farm-
ing family of 12 children
in West Virginia, Ron
said.

he became kind of
the deputymom, pr
cally raised her tw
youngest brothers. It was
2 dairy farm, and she told
me she couldn’t remen

ber a time when she did-

. 0t milk every day. She

worked her whole I

By Janele Patterson.
“The Mareta T
Jterson@naritatines con
If_Ohio's Appalachian
counties were their own
stte, Ohio University
researchers say il would
rank as th Second most cco-
nomically distressed state in
the nation — justahead of

Mississippi.
“We used the same
methodology  that _the

Appalachian Regional Com-
ission uses 10 analyze the
economic distress of coun-
ties across Appalachia, but
applied that model to the
of Ohio’s countics for com-
parison,” explained Rick
Hodges, executive in resi
dence a the university and a
former director at the Ohio
Department of Health.
Though that’s a bleak out-
look, determined by three
years of poverty rates, per-
Capita_market_ income and
unemployment rates,
Hodges said the study shows
improvement in Ohio’s
Appalachian  counties
between 2009 and 2019,
‘We are improving and at
arate relative 1o the rest of
the state, but we started so
far behind,” he explained
In both 2009 and 2019,
based on federal ARC data
and US. Census Burcau
data, Ohio’s Appalachia
consistently sees its counties.
in the_most economic dis-
tress of the whole state.
In Washington, Morgan,
Monroe and Nobie counies.

compelitive and attainment,
translate to_eligibility for
funding by the ORC.

In 2019, Washington is
considered transitional with
two distressed areas ideni-
fied by census tracts in
Marietta, Noble is consid-
ered transitional, Morgan is
considered at-isk with two
distressed areas and Monroe
County is considered entire-
Iy distressed.

1 your county is labeled
distressed it means you're in
the worst 10 percent of all of
the Appalachian counties in
the country,” explained Bret
Allphin, development direc-
tor with_Buckeye Hills
Regional Council. “If you're
in that percentile you're e
gible for up to 80 percent
funding for a project cap-
ping at 5250,000 of ARC
funds.”

Atrisk and transitional
counties, which in 2019
include Morgan, Noble and
Washington, are eligible for
up to 50 percent funding
under the tenets of economic
distress with a cap of
5250,000.

“All of the counties in our
region are eligible for fund-

rdless of distress, it
fects how much in
Tocal matching funds you're
required to_provide,” noted
Allphin. “The Iast’project
which used distress as @
basis for additional funding
was a waterline extension in
2016 in Bristol, Morgan
County”

production
Akron

plant  in
that  built

possib

her favorite T-shirts had

le for you.” One of .
o

REES, Page A7

those cconomic statuses: dis-
ressed, atrisk, transitional,

See APPALACHIA, Page A6

Organ donation numbers are up in region

Area families received an important gift of life

By Janelle Patterson
“The Maretta Times

Organ donation is often

called the gift of life.

ut that gift wouldn't be
possible without people regis.
tering as donors,” said Jessica
Peterson, media and_public
relations specialist for Lifeline
of Ohio.

Peterson said in 2018 cen-
tral and southeast Ohio broke
multiple records in both regis-
tering organ donors and in

organ donations.
“And we want o be break-
ing our records each year, but
usually we just beal one — last
year we broke four,” she said.
Southeast Ohio in 2018
boasted 130 people who shared
their organs for transplant
after their deaths, resulting in
410 organs transplanted from
donors and saving 366 lives.
The number of people who
were organ donors increased
by 5 percent between 2017
and 2018, The number of

those registered as organ
donors has_also been rising
steadily in Washington Coun-
1y, from 55 percentin 2015 to
58.5 percent on Jan. 1 of this
year.

But more than numbers, the
sentiments of giving life, hea
ing and sight are ones which
ring home for many Mid-Ohio
Valley residents,

Tracey Reifer, who received

‘See DONATION, Page A7

Soott Effot, righ,
lo0ks to i
nephew Bily Ellott
and thanks him for
giing him the gift
of ife, the donation
of the maorty of
Bily's ver lastwin-
tor
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o Watural Remedies Spa

Vienna - 6600 Grand Central Ave - 304-295-9750

Leaba C. Archer, Woodsfield

www.naturalremediesspa.com
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SECTION A, PAGE 7

introduce that option, a four- Meanwhile, Marietta Col-
Butl person majority vote would lege is hosting a_publi
utler be needed to pass and meeting today at 3 pm. in
authorize the vacation. 3 the Gathering Place at the
FROM PAGE AT But, if the mayor and at comer of Seventh and Butler
leastthree city council mem- % streets, to gather community
“And then the mayor willbers decide additional study input on building a new stu-
decide about (a possible) is necded of the section of A3 dentcommunity center
temporary closure, and then Butler and  surrounding The new center was the
council will vote on the streets, then council may ey B basis of the college’s iniial
funding” said Downer.  consider_appropriating_an request 1o council to consid-
Mayor Joe Matthews saidadditional $12.500 for TEC . er vacating Butler Street
he will not make a decision o study a 30-day temporary So we're hosting this
on whether to_ temporarily closure enacted by the community meeting 1o get
close the sreet until after mayor. foedback from the different
next week's meeting. “That additional appropria- | people in the community
“I don't have an opinion tion would be paid for by Z that may want 10 use a new
until 1 see that study and donation from Maretta Col- JANELLE PATTERSON The Marictia Times center,” said TomPerry,

digest and understand it he lege, who also funded the Marietta College students head to freshmen housing of of Butler Street Wednesday. Marieta ity vice president for communi-
said Wednesday. “Only aftercity’s inital study to be pre- Counci wil ulimately decide whether or 1ot to vacte Buter Stret 1 the colege for a new st cation and_brand_ manage-
they make the prescntation sented  next  week — dencommunity center to be bui between the freshman housing and Hermann Fine Ats Center.  ment. “Our_consultants on
will I decide where 10 go 35,564, that planning  process.
next” Finance Chairman Mike NORR_ Archiects, will be
‘Afier Wednesday, council Scales said Wednesday that both resides and was elected  mittee) I'm not going to sign bers of council would need there and we want (o hear
has the option to introduce he has already made up his o represent off onit.” he sid. to_introduce the legislation what the public would also
legislation to vacate the mind, and “i’s a no all the  “When the request for Therefore to appropriate jointly and five council want to use the facility for. It
street to the college. way through for him after more money. even though the dollars (o study a empo-  members would need to pass could host weddings, other
If Downer or three other talking with constituents of it's the college’s money, rary closure, entatively eyed the authorization With an community events, that's
‘members of council were o the First Ward, in which he comes before finance (com-  for March, three other mem-emergency clause. why we want feedback.

moved o Califomiato b cil ool or cquipmen, Neva's nflucnce all Kindsof tings. e, tht Knowing you had
R W Garye Ron- sats hat s o thing. 1 emem. exended well boyond hx  ~She ot th Betcxam- somebods who. samed 1o
@ES  Wie Gitag there b ber Mmt Nevicicing e Eamily - She. xpole "o ple of o congregation i Lomebods who vanied to

became an advocate for how she made yogurt school groups and Girl its best, always welcoming o ot S RS ATE

FROM PAGEAT  gay rights. cven partiipat-  using a laundry basket and Scout troops about her ife 1o new people, she'd sit | RO"
ing in demonsurations, Ron . heating pad. She refin- cxperiences. down and have coffee, talk Y heard a_story about
he said Said. When she retrned, ished furniturc. She got  *She was 5o helpful to 10 people  about how Neva that he found partc-
Ron said his mother she became a member of involved in a dance group people, and very independ-  important this church fam: ulrly stiking.

could hunt, camp, repair the Unitarian Universalist in California and went folk ent. She never wanted to iy is.” she said. “She had a group of
things and run a household Church in  Marietta dancing in Hungary. When ask anyone to o anything Her independence and yhour 25 girls over at her
with ruthless efficiency.  because it was the only she was 70 she drove for her, and she was an generosity was an inspira- y onc < o 8PV S T

“When she and my dad one that reflected her cross-country from Cali- inspiration to a lot of peo-  tion, Hawbaker said. ik here s weht 10,

were dating, they would beliefs, he said. fornia, she “didn’t think ple for just that reasor Cindy Burton, a teacher b

sometimes  go hunting. Her niece  Colleen anything of it.” Downing said. at Phillips Elementary c¢hurch.” he said. “She told
There weren't so many Downing, 70 and a resi-  Downing thinks work- Rev. Katherine Haw- School, met Neva through them, and added, ‘Most
deer around them. 5o it dent of Washinglon Court ing in the Goodyear plant baker of the Unitarian Uni- the church. churches told me I needed
was rabbits and squirels. House, considered Neva 4 had a lasting influence on versalist Church said Neva Her wisdom and expe- fixing. Well, it was those
She had her own shotgun.” second mother. Neva's  thinking  and joined the congregation rience, her persomality (ot Wy [ e IO
he said. “1 remember “I became her surrogate approach (o life. shortly before she did, and brought me such joy." ¢

ing her lay concrete block daughier,” she said. “After “Working in  that they became close friends Burton, 51, said. “I con. (g And none of you
for our house i the winter. my mom died. she became defense plant was a chal- almost immediately sidered her my 97-year- heed fixing, cither.

She was always pushing a big partof my life.”  lenge. that was one of the  *“She was like an adopt- old best friend. A memorial service for

back at stercotypes. And o She admired and learned things that made her a sur- ed grandparent, she always  Burton said she can still Neva Rees will be held
ber, the biggest sin was from Neva's attitude vivor,” she said. “It gave went out of her way lo picture Neva sitting across sometime in the spring

Yoty e g e e T g ot o soicins i s
REEE e war, Neva st 2% 257 SR (PR k. e ok o it 1o, g i " Donations in et mmory
married Harry James Rees.  “If she wanted to do plant doing men’s jobs. ing seniors, she sewed new  “She was so very wise, ¢4f P made 1o ‘The First

The couple had two sons, something, she just did.” convinced her that women collars on a couple of my We had that connection, Unitarian — Universalist
Ron and Gary. Her hus' Downing said.” “Peopie can do anything they set shirts. That was old-school and the things we shared Society of Marieta, 232
band died in 1975 and she now think they need spe- their minds to.” skill, She knew how (o do. will always be a part of Third St. Marietia
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249 people shared the it of sight through comea donaton (2
7 ercent increase over the previous year)
Source: Lifline of Ohio.

rally will take place at the theme,” she _explained.  Reifer said to follow the
American Legion in Mari- “We usually have a gun nonprofits Facebook page
eta raffle with the dinner, but or visit

“Baker & Baker has we'te raffling off jewelry MOVgiftoflife.com for
partnered with us this year and have other details more details in the upcom-
and we have a fire and ice coming.” ing months.

Donation

FROM PAGE A1

4 new liver in 2015, got o
stiek around for the birth
of her third grandchild.

Scout  Elliott,  who
received a live liver dona-
tion less than a year ago, is
back to keeping up with
his 7-year-old_daughter,
now in'second grade.

Both faced liver failure,
watched as their_families
struggled and their bodies
shut down.

Both were saved by the
decision of another to a_very different reality his body
donate. without her husband, and “I truly is  life-chany

“Being on the list was  the father of her child. “To ing event,” he recalled.
hard, 1 had to accept that save a whole life and keep gelting quiet as he spoke
me being able to live by a father with his family, a of the perspective shift
transplant meant  that community member and a  He described a day in
somebody else was having business owner... Billy August last year, just
10 die,” explained Reifer. didn’t have to step up.”  months after his surgery,
“But towards the end, I Scott Elliott, 67, of when he stepped out inio
started really deteriorat- Devola, _received more the Woods near his home.
ing. By then my body was than half of his nephew “I was out there, listen-
retaining fluid, | was pret- Billy’s liver on Feb. 22, ing to the birds, took my
ty much bed-ridden, and 1 2018 — just weeks after chainsaw and was able to
was yellow and skin and Scott and Amy were told cut firewood for my family
bones.” on Jan. 24 that Scott was and my mother.” he said.

She was thankful to on the brink of death e always been blessed
receive a call within seven  “When I went to_ Pitts- with opportunities like
weeks of waiting to find a_burgh they said if I did not that, but now I take more
donor, not having to reach have a transplant within advintage of those. It has
out o friends to consider three weeks I would die.” changed the way I look at
live donation explained Scott. “But then everything.”

“The only thing that after we had scheduled the _ His advice to those fac-
topped the fecling of that first surgery date they ing organ transplant; get
call was the fecling after I were chasing my health insurance in order, begin
woke up from the sur- and had to cancel that procuring a live donor list
gery.” she said. I was dat immediately and pay heed
very fortunate that a match  Fighting infections and  to doctors’ orders on post-
was found so quickly, and intenal bleeding as his surgery care.
that he elected to give.”  body shut down, the fami-  Now both Billy and

Reifer has since credited Iy waited for the smallest Scott have regrown full- s R P Lo
her current relationship window in which to oper- size livers, and Amy
with a third granddaughter ate Tracey Reifer's story as

s Gan et i i) ‘a4 g 1 Receive a FREE $50
1 1
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1

.
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organs after death. had a 10 percent chance of her husband,
There are a lot of mis- surviving.” Scott “She’s my hope because | with FREE in-home estimate**
conceptions about who canexplained. “They called she’s more years out and
donate. I learned my donor  Billy and said get up to the 5o healthy,” Said Amy.
was on dialysis for his kid- hospital and they did the Reifer sees her advocs

neye. out Bl NUer wai Sucgery i aemoon" . cy fof orgta donstion ar = | R

fine, and it's working well  Billy Elliott, 28, of duty, to not only encour- y

e She skt ~So.many MR, i he domiton. ac move aran Conors bt S

people think they can’t as ano-brainer. also share hope with fami- ca” M

Honate betause they're 00 “When 1 heard he was Ties facing tramsplants. Today
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there was no time (o waste. ical evaluations vetted about organ donation we | X oS R L PSR S et wreree "'f'.,““..,:m“'
L was always o regis- Billy a5 a healihy candi- also raise funds to help | Sictoenr i oconct Fefelounapeconrer it s o enplvecso omoony
tered organ donor on my date to give Scou the local transplant recipicnts, || or ffoted compariesof enies e immedlate famiy members, revius -m'vg‘
driver's Ticense, but now T majority of his liver. living donors and A ot g oI R

nd o bo extended, ansfrred,orsubsttuted except ha
get it said Amy Elliott,  But Scott sees that dona- dates for transplant re
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