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Local woman decorates White House
Nelson joins 150 volunteers to bring holiday spirit to D.C.

ByruiLam | Tosee more: for placemeat, Nelson sad.
Specal o The Tues W To see Wil Huse phoos go | “American Treasues” is
WASHINGTON = Tar | ntgsmmutisnose goveusmas ihe. theme of b years
Nelon o Parkersburg | | The 201 home s-AnereayTessures” and et 40 g | Write House holilay decor
helped to decorate the White | a1 trees fning the East colonnade, 14000 red omaments hanging | - designed by first lady Mela-
e e o | o v o rand Foer, gt gerrendhoues dooi. | o Sewmny e i B
1 Natoa sk 25 o ol W s Chima v | 11 Tump-Thetheme honor
v Gl i i ook o emBrered n g win s f | (he uniue hriage of Amer-
Nelson was ono of 150 || Eeomedinbhe vhe e, accoding (o the White

volunteers from across the House.

country selected 1o decorate Nelson worked with a
the Christmas trees, mantels, throughout the White House mas decorating over three  team of decorators in the East
fireplaces, mirrors and door- last week. Ninety of the vol- days while the other 60 peo-

ways with Christmas finery unteers did the actual Christ- ple prepared the decorations ‘See NELSON, Page A7

Young cellist to
GUN BUYING  »er'sve-

Requests for background checks down from 2017 K erfonnar}ce Ol Sattic day
as mother’s graduation

PARKERSBURG —
Elsie Cejka, 6, will be per
forming “Take Me Home
Country Roads” on the cello
during the West Virg;

University at_Parkersburg
Commencement on Dec. 15

Elsic’s _performance at
about 10:30 am. takes place
on the same day her mother,
Laura, is graduating with a
Regents Bachelor of Arts
degree from WVU-P.

Elsic, a_firsterader at
Williamstown Elementary
School, was invited (o play
the cello by WVU-P Presi-
dent Chris Gilmer after he
had_heard another Cello
Company student

Elsic began the cello
under the direction of Cyn-
thia_Puls, director of the
Cello Company of Parkers-
burg, a the age of 4

When Lawa Cejka tells
people that Eisie_plays the
cello they are surprised —
because the cello seems to be
a large musical instrument
for 2 6-year-old to play, she

‘Tara Nelson of Parkersburg stands by a Chrisimas e n the East
Room of the Write House that she helped o decorat.

CHAD PLAUCHE ADKINS  The Marieta Times
Fully stocked shelves of ammriton avaiable for sportsmen Monday at Henderson Wiks.

Black Friday gun purchases lowest in four years | M ubo v &

her mother said. They a
fully stocked ammunition | impressed by the musi

Elsie Cala

demonstrating patience and
dedication,

Laura said she appreciates
the efforts of others, includ-

By Chad Plauche-Adkins

‘The Marieta Times Gun statistics: sheives. little fingers crea ing teacher Cynthia Puls,
‘cadkins@mariettatimes.com m There were 173,317 guns registered in Ohio in 2018. Smith also said that | said. ‘who have helped Elsie leam
Black Friduy gun pur. | , & Thee were 1146741 quns mandactued i e US. | enderson Wilds has seen | Eisi spends hours practic-hr craft.

chases were at thir lowest | 201 . B an increase in sales this | ing the cello, Laura said,
o Tour year, droping 10 | g mi 2018 43psctt Anecantusshsradtiestons | 16,0705, 0 S LS | 8 D R0 (A S g cevu et

percent” to 182,093, ‘Source: Staistacom | the national trend. He said
according (0 the FBL that new hunting laws in

o e 1 e e e | VG aegociation

year as well, with about over the holidays, i’ fol- president I saw idiots pay- “Last year Ohio went
2,000 fewer background lowing a trend that accord-  ing over $700 for the same  from shotgun (0 straight

requests from 2016 1o ing 0 the FBI, has been gun” wallcws st | | h
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last few years, it is sl Gun enthusiast Jay was people’s fear of having hunter to use. He said his “The Mareta Tioes ceremony in Marietta City
more than double the 10- Shrewsbury, 48, of Park- their guns taken away dur- increase in sales is largely mhely@nareutnescon  Hall, where e presented

year low from 2007 of just ersburg, said he has noticed ing the Obama administra- due 10 people upgrading | When the Ohio EMS Johnson with the asso
more than 11,177,000. a significant change in the tion their fireams to the new | Chiefs atended the annual tion’s “Making a Differ-
“The number of background market over the last two “People would be wait- limits. EMS on the Hill" event ence” award.

checks isn’t the direct years. ing at Walmart for 22 (cal-  Diana Nomnenmacher, | organized by their national  “This is a very important
number of guns sold, ~ “When Obama was in iber) shells all day,” he co-owner of Magnum Gel | group last year, they made award for the chiefs orgar

though. People may pur- office the gun shows were said. “The day they knew
chase more than one always packed.” he said. the trucks would deliver,

he rounds of Congress look-  zation,” _Gildone _ sai
ing for someone to listen to adding that it's conferr

firearm on cach_check, “Now the crowds are less they would buy all they really didn’tsee a drop this | their concems. only three such awards in
skewing the data. Thisisn't and the amount of things  could.” year during Black Friday. | US. Rep. Bill Johnson, the past two years.
indicative of the number of you can buy aren’t as Greg Smith, owner of But she did say her overall | R-Ohio, promised them 15 Johnson has supported
people that own fircarms, much.” Henderson  Wilds in sales have changed since | minutes at the end of a day, legislation important (0 the
cither. A Harvard/North-  Shrewsbury also said the Williamstown, said Trump won the 2016 elec- | and ended up giving theman EMS Chiefs, including the
castern University study prices radically changed Obama-era regulations on-tion hour of hs attention. Siren Act in the 2018 Fam
said that nearly half of all when the former adminis- brass and lead were the “We have seen a slight |  “He was well-informed Bill - an act that provides
guns in the United States tration was in off cause of the shortages four  decrease in long guns and | and interested. We were grants up to $200,000 for
are owned by only 3 per- _ “Before (Obama) got  years ago, ARs” she said. “But | looking for someone from rural EMS organizations -
cent of the population.~into office the price of a  “We're not having that everything else has been | Ohio for the EMS caucus, and the Ensuring Access to
But the data isn't sug- SKS  (AK-47 style problem now,” he said and we signed him up,” Vin- Air Ambulance Services,
gesting a single dip in the weapon) was $300,” he  standing next to the store’s See GUN, Page A7 | cent Gildone of the Ohio
EMS Chiefs Association  See JOHNSON, Page A7
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GM to shutter Lordstown plant; Cruze production ends

Gun

By Renee Fox Warren and Trumbull County are makes no mention of “re-tooling” ke the Cruze. The company is look- FROM PAGE AT
WARREN TRBUNE CHRONGLE expected (o lose tax revenue too. any of the plants, and i fact, sress-  ing to concentrate on mid-size vehi-
Speciar ko The Times “The auto manufacturer saw a 6. es the amount of money the move cles and pick-ups. pretty steady. Overall the
percent stock price increase aftr the will save — $6 billion per year by  The Cruze won't be manufactured | industry has leveled out over
“The Cruze is dead. announcement Monday moming, year-end 2020, the mayor of Lord- atall,not in Lordstown where it was | the last couple years.”

‘The future of the General Motors which also included notices for the Sown, UAW Local 1112 President launched in 2010, and not in any | Even though sales have
plantin Lordstown, Ohio, i depend- closure of propulsion plants in White David Green and Congressman plants in Mexico, where GM recent- | plateaued recently,  some

ent on finding a new product Marsh, Md., and Warren, Mich.  Ryan held out “hope” a new product ly announced — in June, the day the | items desired by gun collee-
‘And while the company isn'tcall.  The planis will be “unallocated” 1o take over the massive 6.2-million second shift at the local plant was | tors are stll not readily
ing it a “closure” of the Lordstown sometime in 2019, according (o square foot facilities on 905 acres on ended — it would produce the | accessible.
assembly and stamping plant, or the GM. Members of United Auto Hallock Young Road. Chevy Blazer. The company cut the | “The 450 Bushmaster is
Oshawa, Ontario assembly plant or Workers Local 1112 were told to  The announcement comes just  plant’s third shift January 2017. hard to find,” Nonnenmach-
the Detroit-Hamirack plant, being expect to end operations in March after GM in October reported a  Barra aid the move leaves GM to | er said. “The ammo for it has
placed on “unallocated” " status 2019, healthy $2.5 billion third-quarter  focus on the future. run out and isn’t available.”
‘means no production, no employees  “These actions will increase the profit. Revenue jumped 6.4 percent “We recognize the need to stay in | _The assault weapon styled

and no income tax collections com-long-term profit and cash generation {0 $35.8 billion, also topping fore-  front of changing market conditions | rifle uses a_significantly
ing from the floor of one of Trumbull_pofential of the company and casts. And it pretax profit in North and customer preferences to position | larger bullet that is almost

County’s largest employers improve _resilience through the America, its most lucrative market, our company for long-term success.” | double the_diameter of a
It means that unless a significant cycle,” said Mary Bara, chairman  rose 33 percent 0 $2.8 bllion witha. Barra said. standard .23 caliber Ren
amount of money is invested in “re- and CEO of the company, in a news profit margin of 10.2 percent. In addition 1o cuting saff and | ington shell used in typical
tooling” the plant for a new product, release titled “General Motors ~ While Hill and Green said the unallocating plants, the company | AR-15s. Bushmaster's web-
General Motors may end it 52 years  Accelerates Transformation.” company may need (o be incen- will  also  work  on | Site says that the larger cal-

in the Mahoning Valley. While the company argues the livized with more tax breaks, Ryan “engincering in advanced technolo- | iber allows hunters (o kill
Lordstown expeets to lose an move is designed to maximize prof- said he was angry that GM benefited gies, attemp to improve quality and | bigger game at farther dis-

additional $1 million a year in its for the company, others wonder  from the tax-payer funded bail outin speed to market” and invest more in | tances.

income tax generated at the plant, how the communities that support 2008 that cost the federal govem- “next-generation _battery-electri With sales of gun related

said village Mayor Arno Hill: The the plants will handle the loss of architectures,” the GM news release | merchandise staying steady

village already collected $1.5 mil-  direct and indirect jobs as a result of a states. locally and hunting season
lion less in taxes in 2017, compared  the move. “screwed” workers in Lordstown  The company expects to gain 75 | in effect, Smith said there
10 2016, after the loss of the third _“IU's not about jobs o them, it’s and the other plants. percent of its sales from only “five | are two things responsible

shift and multiple shutdowns last about profits,” said US. Rep. Timo-  Ryan lamented the Trump admin- vehicle architectures” by “early the | gun owners need to remem-
year. Lordstown Local School Dis- thy J. Ryan, D-Howland. “IU's an- istrtion’s relaxation o fucl efficien-  next decade,” the news release states. | ber
frict expects to lose 10 percent of ts attitude of “corporations can do no cy standards as a contributor to _ The plan is a continuation of a | “Know your firearm and

budget — $800,000 a year, said wrong and screw the worker. GM’s focus on larger vehicles that 2015 strategy the company laid out, | how to be safe with it,” he
Superintendent Terry Armstrong.  And though the GM news release consume more fuel than small cars the news release states. said.

Celli way (hat is @ wonder o The Cello Company her (o appreciate and often s the smual WVU Cello formed a5 partof the WVU

elliSt  Seiia S goes above and teaches the sudents. the thank the oter musicans, f ey in Morgantown Cellists Celo: Day with clinician

beyond for he stuents o impotance f rsponsibilty the cpporumity 10 do. 50 is Michael Coctran, 17, lsaiah Meredith Wells (celist from

FROMPAGEAT  (hal the experionce is . and working b to each »_ (here, All Of these.(hings Powers, 17, and Lucy Pow-the Universiy of Oklahoma),

cariching a5 posile. for goal, Laura avo il & network a her s, 16, all om Parkersbarg. celist Eio Hlis (ceo pro-

them,” Laura Cejka said. loves learning about ife that surrounds her in sup- South High School, Andrew  fessor at WVU) and teacher
“Cynthia (Puls) has Puls sets up concerts 1o different kinds of music and port and warmth,” Laura Smith, 4, from Fairlawn Cynthia Puls. All three cello

become 4 huge figure in our give her_ students experi- has an interest in go said Christian Academy, and. teachers offered their expe
life. She connects and under-ences, while also contribut-  concerts, her mother su Elsie_joined other mem- Jonah Corcoran, 6, from Ver- ences to over 40 cellits from
stands with her students in a_ ing to the community. “Her experience moves bers of The Cello Company itas Classical Academy, per- across West Virginia.
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“Life Flight is critical in rural out of 10 patients using the service ambulance operators should be able more than $1 billion in grants o tact his office.

grandmother, Betty Nelson ity Scene graces the East there,” Nelson said. “Itwasa Facebook and Instagram atiending Monday after-
Nel of Cairo, taugh the family 1o Room, she noted. nice environment. pages as a “sneak peck” of noon’s reception. The first
€ISON respect the first family and  The outside windows of  Nelson and her team fin- Christmas at the White lady spoke at Monday’s
the' history of the United the White House are decoratished their Christmas deco- House. unveiling_of the White
FROM PAGE AT States. Neison noted that her ed with wreaths and red rating at 2 p.m. Sunday, two  Nelson is in one of these House Christmas decora-
grandmother, a former histo-  bows. It looks beautiful, Nel- hours ahead of schedule. early photographs placing a. tions.
Room of the White House. ry teacher, would be 90 son said. “We worked really hard. It Christmas omamentonatree _The volunteers received a
The teanr’s ree decorations  years old on Dec. 8. She enjoyed talking to the was 4 lot of fun,” Nelson in the East Room of the “Christmas at the White
featred royal blue velvet ~ Nelson said she was sur- White House stff and the said. “People treated us White House. House” apron and a gold
ribbon trimmed in gold, gold prised by the homey, inti- volunteers who worked on well. The _volunteers  were embossed invitation book
ball omaments with varied mate, warm fecling inside the decorating project. The  Melania Trump's photog- responsible for paying their with pictures of the White
finishes (matte, shiny, gliter) the White House White House staff was nice rapher photographed the own expenses on the Wash- House Christmas,
and gold berries. Other deco-  The  White  House 1o the volunteers, Nelson Christmas decorations going inglon trip. They reccived  Nelson said she would like
rations were gold leaves “screams” Merry Christmas, said, and had nice things to up on Saturday. The fist breakfast and lunch at the 10 return to the White House
intermixed with paper greens  not happy holidays, with its say about the first family.  lady selected three of these White House during the dec- 10 help decorate for future
and berries decor, Nelson said. A Nativ-  “1 fell comfortable being photos o post on her Twiter, orating days, along with Christmas celebrations.
The team also decorated
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E-mail your letter to us by December 7th, and we’ll make sure it
appears in our Letters to Santa special section on December 21st,
with a copy delivered to Santa himself!

Email Letters to
santa@mariettatimes.com

or mail your letter to: Santa
/0 The Marietta Times 700 Channel
Lane, Marietta, OH 45750

Please remember to include your first
and last name and age on your letter!





