FUUSM Members and Friends,





February 9, 2018


This has been a busy program year and the annual Pledge Drive has arrived.  As we grow into new approaches for good stewardship we are blessed to have generous and gifted people at the heart of our congregation.  Pledges (a promise of financial support) for next fiscal year -starting July 1, 2018, for the mission and ministry of F.U.U.S.M. are the foundation of our financial system and budget.  They empower us to help meet the individual spiritual, educational, and social/emotional needs of our congregation, as well as the communities in which we live.  These needs are increasing, not decreasing, especially as we engage in more outreach, social media & social justice work.  


This has been a very busy year with lots of appeals and activities.  We had a successful Service Auction, the stained glass window repair is in the final phase, and we have just launched a Faithify appeal for “Solar Energy in Coal Country.”   We are meeting for worship services in the Fellowship Hall due to the repairs and painting being done in the Sanctuary.  Some of these capital investments are supported by the trust funds, and your generous contributions.  The operating budget handles payroll, services and facilities, religious exploration and committee work that support the way we live our values.


In this busy year, our appeal is taking the direct approach and asks for your faithful response.  We know it is the people who are the heart of this congregation, and we have faith in you.  New initiatives for multigenerational ministry and greater visibility in the community need your human resources of time, talents and financial contribution.  If you can do more, or increase your pledge over last year, please find a way.  We understand that incomes and circumstances are different and may change.  We have set a deadline of March 1, 2018 for a good budget process in advance of our Congregational Meeting in April.


Several of our members and friends have shared with us why FUUSM is so important to them.  As you reflect on your own commitment, consider what they have shared, and your own feelings. 

Willa O’Neill – “Since 1973, FUUSM has been my spiritual home.  Through good times and bad, my UU family has been there!  Though we come from diverse backgrounds, we are all invited to share in spiritual growth.  As a congregation, we strive to be good stewards of our Earth, a society that welcomes all fellow searchers, and a beacon of hope, tolerance, and reason in our community.  To support our UU mission,   I will be glad to make a pledge during our pledge drive!” 

George Banziger – “As I researched the needs of congregations our size across the country,  I was surprised to find out that many U.U. congregations our size only have part-time ministers or minister themselves.  I can’t imagine all the things we would miss out on with part-time or no minister at all. I am so glad we can afford a full-time minister who can assist in meeting our congregation’s needs.”  
Nancy Luthy – “I believe the church plays a vital role in my well-being and the health of my community.  We provide support for one another and are able to accomplish more collectively than individually.  I look into the eyes of those we serve at the community meals and know we are needed and appreciated.  Therefore, I pledge financial support for all of our missions and our historic meeting place.”  
Bill McNeely - "FUUSM serves as a spiritual and social anchor in our lives. We (Lori Fahn and I) cannot imagine living in Marietta without FUUSM. We are so grateful for the help and support that FUUSM members provide for us in times of need."
Neva Rees - “I look forward to coming to church every week. Everyone at FUUSM is loving and caring and accepts me as I am.  FUUSM means so much to me and I feel like I'm making a difference.  My FUUSM family checks in with me every week.”

Ron Tepley - When my wife died, she was very active in FUUSM.  I promised her I would continue to take care of the church; it's like family.







Sincerely,
Rev. Kathryn Hawbaker,



Karen Binkley, Chris Jacobs, & George Banziger - 2018 FUUSM Pledge Committee 

When your pledge form is complete, please give it to Chris Jacobs, Karen Binkley, or any member of the Finance Committee (George Banziger, Margaret Fredericks, John Kidder, Gary Hamilton,  Mike Lang, Gwen Noe),

or send or give it to Chris Keller in the FUUSM Office.  Pledge amounts are confidential.
