Proposed Course of Understanding and Appreciating Islam
This course will be built around prominent North American Muslims sharing information via videos, including

         What is Islam?

         The life of the Prophet Mohamed 

         The history of Islam

         Women in Islam

         An overview of the Qur’an

         What Islam teaches about peace and violence

         The Muslim way of life

         A virtual visit to a mosque

 
Session I

Suzanne Barakat: Let's end the hate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiEQmcZi8cM
14:48


Discussion: Why did you decide to take this course?  What to you hope to gain from it?
Session 2
A Virtual Mosque Tour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLrnmk7q2ZY
48:50 

Discussion: Standard questions: What did you already know?  What new information was presented?  What questions do you have?
Session 3
Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet – Part I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnkWBz7uCyg
Discussion: What geographic, circumstantial, and cultural influences do you detect in Muhammad and his early spiritual thoughts?
Session 4

Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet – Part II

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnkWBz7uCyg
Discussion: Do you think resistance to Muhammad's teachings was essential for the ultimate survival of Islam?
Session 5

Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet – Part III

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnkWBz7uCyg
Discussion: What seeds of current tensions were sown in the last years of Muhammad's life?
Session 6

Lesley Hazleton: On reading the Koran 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOnwG_GgAqg
9:34


Scripture quiz
Session 7
Lisa Killinger: Women in Islam through Western Eyes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQQCAxv-6WI
19:39 (start at 5:30)

Discussion: Compare and contrast the Muslim commitment to modesty, humility and equality with your own faith tradition.
Session 8
The Hajj – Part I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtbqetnuTus
21:37 (Two parts)

Discussion: Have you taken a spiritual pilgrimage? If so, why did you take it and what was its impact?
Session 9
Sahar Habib Ghazi: Current Issues for Muslims in America
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05ZwgjQjnI0
16:17
Discussion: What can we do to counteract the process of "other-making" when we recognize it?
Session 10

Jameel Aailm-Johnson: Current issues for Muslims in America
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWUKVS5dOyo
30:08

Discussion: Is there an inherent conflict between religious and secular governance?  How should people of faith decide between the two if there is a conflict?

