
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, January 19, 2020 

Parlor, FUUSM RE/Office Building
In attendance: Dave Ballantyne, George Banziger, Vic Elam,  Roger Kalter, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey,  and Dawn Hewitt, co-chair.
Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:45 p.m.
Wrap-up on January 16th Just Dinner: The assembled committee agreed that the food was, as usual, diverse and delicious, the conversation was excellent. The 18 people in attendance included newcomers to Just Dinners and spanned generations. 
Next Meeting (February 16th): Dawn will be away on that date. Barring blizzards or other weather calamities, co-chair Annie Warmke has agreed to chair the meeting.
Green Tips for February: Vic Elam volunteered to submit them.
Solar Generator and Solar Installer Training Classes GSC/FUUSM has agreed to sponsor Blue Rock Station's "Build Your Own Solar Generator" Class taught by Jay Warmke on Saturday, January 25. 2020, to be held in the Social Hall. Dawn will contact the Green email list to solicit volunteer(s) to open and close the building, provide help with set-up and snacks, and take care of cleanup for the class, which has at least 10 registrants.

Hosting responsibilities for the solar installer training, a week-long certification class for 10 students, to be held April 6 - 10, 2020,will be discussed at future GSC meetings.
Sustainability Forum
The next planning meeting will be held directly after today's GSC meeting.  The Forum has been rescheduled for April 3 - 5, 2020.  The planning committee has confirmed a keynote speaker and some panel presenters, workshop leaders, and other activities. The Forum will open with a Just Dinner on Friday, April 3, workshops and/or speakers on Saturday, April 4, and a follow-up "Where do we go from here?" discussion on Sunday, April 5, from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. during the Social Justice time slot.  The planning committee will be asking for volunteers to help with tasks and functions on Forum weekend, particularly  for the Just Dinner, and on Saturday. In general, the planning committee hopes to have speaker(s) from Athens, Kent, or Oberlin - cities of comparable size to Marietta that already have a sustainability commission or department; the committee also hopes to involve Marietta's mayor and other government and business leaders, as well as organizers for a petition for renewable energy in the next electrical aggregation contract for the city.

In addition, Dawn has volunteered GSC to take responsibility for the morning worship service on Sunday, April 5th. She proposes that we invite the forum keynote speaker to present the reflection for that service. More planning will be arranged at future meetings. 

Shade Grown Coffee Plans  Kelcey Jacobs reported via email that a trial order for shade grown and fairly traded coffees will be placed this week with a new company, anticipating selling the coffee for $15 per bag once shipping costs have been calculated. She is also ordering tea and more dark chocolate from Equal Exchange.
Plant a Tree Collaboration with Blue Rock Station Proposal George Banziger said a tree planting project planned jointly with Blue Rock Station has been proposed. Individuals would donate trees and perhaps work with BRS to plant them. More information will be available later as plans are developed.
GSC Responsibility for April Adult RE Class Dawn received a request for GSC to lead the  Sunday morning Adult Religious Explorations classes during the month of April. After brief discussion, George volunteered to head up a presentation on the science of climate change and ask for others who have prepared presentations to take other Sundays; Vic Elam volunteered to give a presentation on environmental impacts on wildlife and information on the Ohio River Wildlife Refuge. Plans will be finalized at the next meeting. 
Earth Day 2020 Adeline Bailey reminded the committee that 2020 is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, and suggested GSC might want to start working that into plans for April. Dawn speculated that Marietta  would probably celebrate on April 19.
Citizens Climate Lobby (Marietta Group) Update Dave Ballantyne and George Banziger will give a full report on their recent meeting with Congressman Bill Johnson at the January 20th (tomorrow night) meeting of the Marietta chapter. Dawn described her recent informal encounters with the congressman, which George has submitted to the CCL record.
Minutes for December meeting were approved as amended, with minor typo corrections.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
Next meeting: February 16, 2020, 12:30 p.m. in the Parlor
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

