
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

4:00 p.m., Sunday, May 17, 2020

ZOOM  platform
In attendance:  George Banziger, Patty Troisi, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, Tim Finkel, Debra Miller, Jim Grecni, Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs, Cindy Taylor, and Dawn Hewitt and Annie Warmke, co-chairs.
Dawn called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.
Minutes of the March and April meetings were not available. General information will be assembled from attendees' notes for GSC records.
Coffee Sales Report: Adeline, Mike, and Chris, with help from  GSC friend Cindy Brown, invited members and friends to a masks-on-open-air market in the FUUSM Courtyard on Thursday, May 7, to sell some of the coffee and other items not being used during this period of suspension of Sunday services. The coffee was sold at a slightly discounted price. A little over $290.00 was collected. Since there is still coffee available, a second date for sales will be arranged and promoted in the Confluence. It was agreed that no additional coffee will be ordered until in person gatherings can resume.
Solar  Installer Training Classes ; GSC hosting responsibilities for Blue Rock Station's solar installer training/certification class for 10 students, rescheduled  to begin June 22, have been revised. GSC volunteers will help with set-up, wipe-down and disinfection, but to avoid liability issues, meals will be provided by a local restaurant to meet pandemic operating regulations. Annie said six people are registered for the class. She described a federal PELL grant program that might be available to potential students and suggested looking for students to fill the roster. 

Annie also suggested that GSC and other church committees might schedule a discussion about some ways BRS could help with current revenue shortfalls due to pandemic restrictions affecting FUUSM's usual fundraising events. 
Planet of the Humans: Annie suggested GSC might be interested in viewing and discussing a recently released controversial film produced by Michael Moore, since it raises questions about the value of renewable energy. The film is available free on YouTube. In response to viewing the film, Annie remarked that "the truth hurts."
The Story of Plastic screening event sponsored by Mid-Oho Valley Climate Action  Adeline invited GSC members to a virtual screening of The Story of Plastic and follow-up ZOOM discussion to be offered by MOVCA in June. Details will be available soon, but the screening and discussion are free, and might be of interest  to  members and friends concerned about plastic production and pollution, especially in regard to fossil fuels, fracking and the proposed Appalachian Storage Hub. Tim mentioned another film dealing with pollution from vinyl siding that might also be of interest.  Annie suggested some ZOOM features that would facilitate discussion if a large group responded..
GSC Environmental Film Discussions?  With this interest in films in mind, Dawn proposed that GSC consider viewing and remotely discussing a film each month during the "stay-at-home" period. She suggested the Plastics film for June and Planet of the Humans for July. The group will discuss via email using the Moore film in July, and setting out a schedule for continuing similar events..  
Sustainable Marietta Survey and Forum Dawn asked what should be done with the 14 responses she received from the survey. She remarked that most of them came from GSC members. Some members said the "ranking"format of the survey created problems for garnering good data. Dawn invited members to look at the responses to see if there is value in reporting them in any broad way. Pandemic restrictions make rescheduling the forum untenable at this time. Jim said we might be holding off until a 2021 date.

Citizens' Climate Lobby Per George, the next meeting of the Marietta CCL chapter will be Tuesday, May 19, 6:30 p.m. via ZOOM. The main topic of discussion will be preparing for the June 17th ZOOM Lobby Day meeting with Rep. Bill Johnson's assistant, and looking at the En Roads tool that compares effects of various energy use initiatives that will be part of the  information presented at the Lobby Day meeting. 
Annual Report Dawn has submitted the GSC report for the Annual Meeting to be held May 31 via ZOOM.
Aluminum Cans  Mike said he has picked up cans at the church at least once a week during the past months. He asks that a reminder to FUUSM be added to the next Confluence
Planned Barge Docking Application George thanked those who wrote letters requesting that the comment period be extended for approving the proposed docking site on the Ohio River at Marietta for barges delivering fracking waste. The matter has been send to the DC office. George asked, and Dawn volunteered to ,call the DC office and ask if a decision has been reached about the extension. Several letters to the editor and recent viewpoint articles were also noted.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:07 p.m.
Next meeting: June 21, 2020, 12:30 p.m. via ZOOM
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

