
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, December 15, 2019 

Parlor, FUUSM RE/Office Building
In attendance: Dave Ballantyne, George Banziger, Vic Elam, Rebecca Phillips, Annie Warmke, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, Tim Finkel, and Dawn Hewitt, chair.
Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:40 p.m.
Minutes for November meeting were approved.
Green Tips for January: Annie Warmke volunteered to submit them.
Next Meeting (January 19th): Dawn will be away on that date. Mike Bailey agreed to chair the meeting. (Correction after the meeting: Dawn will be here after all.)
Citizens Climate Lobby (Marietta Group) Update from George Banziger. George and Dave Ballantyne have been studying reports from the international Energy Agency and the U.S. Energy Information Administration on current and projected fuels usage. Because of Rep. Bill Johnson's crowded December schedule, CCL's meeting planned with him has been put off, perhaps to be rescheduled for sometime in January. Dawn said carbon pricing was a contentious issue, still unsettled, at the international climate talks that concluded recently.  CCL's next chapter meeting will be held Monday, December 16, at 6:30 p.m. in the Social Hall. 
Sustainability Forum
The next planning meeting will be held Monday, December 23, at 7:00 at FUUSM in the social hall. Anyone from GSC is invited to help with the plans. The Forum has tentatively been rescheduled for April 3 - 5, 2020.  The planning committee is looking to confirm a keynote speaker or panel, workshop leaders, and other activities. The Forum is planned to open with a Just Dinner on Friday, April 3, workshops and/or speakers on Saturday, April 4, and a follow-up "Where do we go from here?" discussion on Sunday, April 5, from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. during the Social Justice time slot.  Annie suggested developing a script to help prospective speakers and workshop leaders plan for presentations, as well as spelling out what tasks and functions GSC members could volunteer to do. In general, the planning committee hopes to have speaker(s) from Athens, Kent, or Oberlin - cities of comparable size to Marietta that already have a sustainability commission or department; the committee also hopes to involve Marietta's mayor and other government and business leaders, as well as organizers for a petition for renewable energy in the next electrical aggregation contract for the city. Dave reported that he now has specific contact information for a couple of prospective speakers. He asked for some specifics (such as what day, how much time, etc.) for framing requests. It was decided that those invited would determine which day or time they might be available to present, after which further plans would be developed. 

January Just Dinner: With the schedule change for the Forum, there is an opening for a Just Dinner in January. There was general agreement that GSC should offer this open potluck on Friday, January 17th.  Annie pointed out that the event would be a good time to advertise the Forum and request volunteers for Forum activities.
Solar Generator and Solar Installer Training Classes GSC/FUUSM has agreed to sponsor Blue Rock Station's "Build Your Own Solar Generator" Class taught by Jay Warmke on Saturday, January 25. 2020, to be held in the Social Hall. There was confusion about the dates for the solar installer training, a week-long certification class for 10 students. Subsequent to the meeting, the class was scheduled to be held April 6 - 10, 2020. GSC has some "hosting" duties for the classes, to be assigned soon. 
River City Runners and Walkers Recycle Opportunities George reported that plastic bottles were not being used at the Winter Series races held to date. He will check with race planners to see if GSC recycle teams are needed for upcoming events.
Shade Grown Coffee Request Adeline Bailey said that the coffee sales team is investigating adding shade grown coffee to the offerings. The committee suggested purchasing some at regular cost to sell, to determine if there is enough interest in the congregation to make formal arrangements with any companies.
Poor Peoples Campaign, March 2020 Dawn received a general announcement about this campaign. She will investigate the particulars and report back.
Membership Fee for Friends of Lower Muskingum River Dawn has requested a check to cover renewal fee for GSC's organizational membership. That check was turned in to Tiffany via Rebecca after the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
Next meeting: January 19, 2019, 12:30 p.m. in the Parlor
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey

Scribe

Adeline Bailey, scribe

