
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, November 17, 2019 

Parlor, FUUSM RE/Office Building
In attendance: Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs, Dave Ballantyne, Debra Miller, Gary Hamilton, George Banziger, Vic Elam, Cindy Taylor, Kurtis Decker, Rebecca Phillips, Andrew Clovis, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, and guest Becca Pollard.
Acting chair Chris Jacobs called the meeting to order at 12:40 p.m.
Minutes for October meeting were approved by consensus.
Guest attendee Becca Pollard, an organizer for the Ohio Beyond Coal campaign of the Sierra Club,  announced an effort to gather volunteers and advocates for moving the city of Marietta toward adding more renewable energy sources to any future aggregation agreements. Becca said Ohio energy sources can be contracted through community choice aggregation. Marietta's current electric power aggregation contract with First Energy ends in October 2020. The Sierra Club backed initiative is to source more of the power from renewables through renewable energy credits (RECs), which are not available from First Energy. From her research, Becca learned that Cincinnati  has an electricity aggregation program 100% green, obtained by purchasing RECs to offset the consumption of electricity by program participants. The group Becca is organizing would be looking at ways to encourage Marietta's next aggregation do something similar, and perhaps even find Ohio clean energy sources. Becca hopes to have a meeting of interested people sometime in the next few weeks. GSC members suggested that Becca might be interested in participating in the Sustainability Forum planned for January 31-February 2.
Green Tips for December: Chris Jacobs volunteered to submit them for the December orders of service.
Beat Climate Change Coffeehouse review: The November 16th event was well received, with around 50 people total attending. Rebecca Phillips said she heard many requests for repeating open mic/coffeehouses frequently, but perhaps not connecting them with such a serious topic. Kelcey Jacobs suggested that GSC could offer one in conjunction with a Just Dinner or other event, such as Earth Day. Dave Ballantyne suggested that the open mic format left little time to discuss issues with others in attendance, something we might alter in future events. Rebecca suggested that we could forward the requests for more of such events to other groups who might host. Adeline Bailey reported that even though the event was not billed as a fundraiser, the group received $328.00 in donations, to be added to the GSC special fund.   
Sustainability Forum
The next organizational meeting will be held Monday , November 25, at 7:00 at FUUSM. The goals set out at previous meetings lead toward reaching out to community leaders to help envision a "Sustainable Marietta."  Dave continues to work on locating speakers from Oberlin, which is  close to achieving net zero emissions in energy production. He also mentioned the videos of presentations from the WVU Morgantown Sustainability Forum as possible "workshop" topics. Rebecca has contacted Christy Thomas (Enrich Marietta/Marietta Main Street), Geoff Schenkel (City Council), and Nick Arnold (Pickering Electric and city planning), to determine their interest and invite their participation. Rebecca also researched Ohio cities that have a sustainability department and shared several city plans, including Athens and (?). Adeline mentioned researching contacts with Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council and the Appalachian Renewable Energy Consumer Cooperative.

Marietta Citizens Climate Lobby: Dave said his second experience at lobby day found Congress more curious and less resistant to climate change initiatives. Last year, there were no climate bills on the docket; this year there are five. All but one contain elements of the carbon price and dividend  as proposed in the CCL favored bill, but approach the "dividend"  in different ways. He sees there is work to be done to come to consensus. The CCL bill has 70 co-sponsors, and that interest may help it get through committees more readily. Dave felt there were two achievements locally: 1) meetings with Johnson can now be scheduled through the Marietta office; and 2) Dave can now interact with Johnson's legislative director David Rardin. Dave says he is encouraging Johnson to co-sponsor Senator Rob Portman's Senate bill on energy efficiency, which WV Rep. McKinley co-sponsors. All in all, Dave sees the process moving forward positively.

George Banziger discussed the activities of Shale Crescent USA, which Congressman Johnson is influenced by, particularly in job development in the region..George is working on the angle that the natural gas wealth in SE Ohio could be funneled toward manufacturing of solar panels or wind turbines, creating the employment opportunities Johnson favors. George also discussed the proposed "cracker plant" in Belmont County, as another opportunity for employment from the natural gas industry. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:32 p.m.
Next meeting: December 15, 2019, 12:30 p.m. in the Parlor
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

