
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, October 20, 2019 

Parlor, FUUSM RE/Office Building
In attendance: Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs, Dave Ballantyne, Jim Grecni, Debra Miller, George Banziger, Jacob Owen, Vic Elam, Cindy Taylor, Adeline Bailey, Dave Ballantyne (briefly) and Dawn Hewitt.
Co-chair Dawn Hewitt called the meeting to order at 12:35 p.m.
Minutes for September meeting were approved.
Green Tips for November: Debra Miller volunteered to submit them for the November orders of service.
National Solar Tour Open House review: Dawn reported that 17 guests attended, all showing good interest. Dave Ballantyne and George Banziger described how FUUSM's array was acquired and financed; Dawn and Cindy also supplied background information.
Aluminum sales/ purchase of recycle cartons Mike Bailey sent a report on recent sales resulting in to addition of $49 to the "pocket change" account. That was added to the $40 from previous sales. Mike had used $100 from his own pockets to purchase the cardboard recycle cartons for use at GSC's volunteer plastic recycling efforts at local events and road races. That leaves about $11 to be reimbursed. (He said there are additional cans to process for sale soon.)
Local race/events recycling: George reported that two to three volunteers could best handle the usual plastic recycling at most races by splitting shifts, with one person arriving early to set up  and monitor collection, with another shift arriving toward the end of the race to collect during awards ceremonies when the majority of bottles accumulate.  Debra Miller noted that there are opportunities for encouraging/supporting recycling at other events, such as next year's Dems dinner; Dawn also mentioned events at Peoples Bank Theatre.
Hoedown Fundraiser Rundown:  Chris Jacobs and others said the event was fun and all who attended had a great time. He noted that Ballantyne's barn was a great venue and the "price was right," but perhaps Newport was too far away to draw a bigger crowd. $150 was raised for the sustainability forum planned for January 31 - February 2, 2020. 
Marietta Citizens Climate Lobby: George announced that the group will host Ms. Elli Sparks, the Field Development Director at national CCL, who will conduct a workshop on Thursday, October 24, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 104 of Christ United Methodist Church (Third and Wooster Sts., Marietta). Ms. Sparks will involve participants in her discussion of the bipartisan group's "Five Change Levers" applied in lobbying efforts in Congress. All who are interested are invited to attend.
Chocolate Sales: Recent interest in using and consuming fairly traded and ethically produced chocolate brought about a suggestion that the Coffee Sales Team (Adeline Bailey, Debra Miller, Kelcey Jacobs) should add Equal Exchange chocolate to their sales. (Chocolate bars and other forms of chocolate were offered for sale in past years.) Kelcey will do an order soon; Adeline will add something to the next Confluence about chocolate ethics and the addition to the sales table.
We're Still In - Dave Ballantyne reported on his investigation of the movement which involves states and cities that are trying to achieve the emissions reductions goals laid out in the Paris Accord, even though the U. S. has withdrawn from the international agreement at the federal level. He said the UUA is among religious organizations that are "still in," with at least five congregations stating their intentions. He proposes that FUUSM join in. GSC concurred and authorized Dave to be FUUSM's representative in taking steps to apply for participation. 
Beat Climate Change Coffeehouse The event is scheduled for Saturday, November 16, from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. in the Social Hall. The event is part of Climate Change Theatre Action, a nation-wide effort to present one or more of 50 original plays about climate change. Annie Warmke, Rebecca Phillips, and Andrew Clovis are taking the lead in organizing presentation of the plays. Additionally, the coffeehouse event will offer an open mic for poets and musicians to share their climate change themed works. Peggy Clifford and Rebecca are contacting local poets, writers and musicians. Kelcey has volunteered to handle publicity. Adeline will organize snacks. Annie and Jacob Owen will help with decorations. Cindy Taylor and others volunteered to help with setup and cleanup. 
WVU conference on Climate Change and Public Health Cindy distributed programs from the forum held September 21 in Morgantown. She noted that the presentations are available on line at https://energy.law.wvu.edu/events/climate-change-and-public-health
Adeline mentioned that some part of the presentations will also be used in the November Third Thursday program presented by Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action.
Sustainability Forum
A second organizational meeting will be held Monday, October 21, at 7:00 in the Parlor. The goals set out at the previous meeting lead toward reaching out to community leaders to help envision a "Sustainable Marietta." Dave has been working on locating speakers from Oberlin, an Ohio college town that is already—or close to—achieving net zero emissions in energy production, to learn about how they accomplished their goals and perhaps apply their plans in our efforts toward making Marietta a more sustainable city. George noted that the economics involved in renewable energy were a good approach to persuading others, citing the savings realized in FUUSM's switch to solar.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:39 p.m.
Next meeting: November 17, 2019, 12:30 p.m. in the Parlor
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey

Adeline Bailey, scribe

