
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, March 17, 2019 

Parlor, FUUSM RE/Office Building
In attendance: Cindy Taylor, Ralph Olander, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, Andrew Clovis, Ginnie McNeil, Gary Hamilton, George Banziger, and Dawn Hewitt, chair.
Dawn called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.
Minutes for February meeting were approved. 
Health Registry New member Ginnie McNeil shared information about an environmental health project: a Health Registry of people at risk from pipelines and shale development in their region. Ginnie said studies show that people within a five-mile range of shale development are at risk. Fact-Ohio, a faith-based organization has already created a registry in Pennsylvania. Ginnie will be a guest attending a networking summit in New Philadelphia on Saturday, March 23, where she hopes to gain more information about bringing this program to our area. Dawn suggested we might add this info to our Earth Day presentations.

It was suggested that we access the Frack Tracker app on line to determine where people in our areas of Ohio and West Virginia might be at risk.  
Blue Rock Station solar classes 
Solar Installer Level 1 Class: March 18-22.  The 4.5-day, 8 hour per day class for those who wish to become professional solar installers has eight registrants. Shari Ballantyne is organizing the lunches that will be provided by GSC, as follows: Monday - Dawn Hewitt; Tuesday - Ginnie O'Neil (Ginnie had to bow out, so Dawn took orders for Subway to cover it); Wednesday - Adeline Bailey; Thursday - Shari Ballantyne; Friday - Kelcey Jacobs (or Shari, if Kelcey can't). Meals need to include a vegetarian option.

Darryl and Cynthia Ting will provide accommodations for instructor Jay Warmke during the week. The GSC/Values Trust scholarship covering $325, approximately 1/3 of the tuition costs has been approved. The matching scholarship provided by Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action will also be awarded.
Earth Day in Marietta will be held 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Saturday, April 20, at Armory Park on Front Street. GSC plans will center on a butterfly/pollinator theme as suggested by Patty Troisi, with an offering of milkweed seeds and possibly milkweed plant starts, as well as butterfly coloring projects for children. The booth will also have solar demos, and photos of the solar array. We will ask Jim Grecni and Debra Miller and Roger Kalter to supply pop-up "booths." Tables will be supplied by the Earth Day organizers. All GSC members are invited to help staff the booth. Please show up at 9 a.m. to help set up.
. 
April Adult RE Classes  Classes organized by GSC are as follows:

April 7 - Friends of Lower Muskingum River president Katy Lustofin and/or executive director Tiffany Harvey will discuss FLMR's mission and projects.
April 14 - George Banziger and Darryl Ting give the presentation on climate change effects and solutions they have developed for Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action's educational program for local school science classes.

April 21 - Jay Warmke will present a program on renewable energy. (Easter Sunday)

April 28 – Perhaps Rebecca Phillips, with Dawn as Plan B.
Next meeting: Dawn will be away for work on GSC's April meeting date, April 21; Chris will chair that meeting.
Recycle Opportunity. Mike Bailey reported that GSC has been invited to handle recycling at a local music festival (Red, White and Blues or Red, White, and Brews??) on July 5 in the Lafayette Hotel parking lot. Since the refreshment sales organizers plan to sell beer by the can, recycling could be profitable as well as ecological. The committee agreed to take on the project. Working teams will be organized at future meetings closer to the event. Ralph Olander suggested that GSC might split any profits with the Marietta Recycling Center. Working teams will be organized at future meetings. Dawn, George Banziger and Andrew Clovis volunteered to date.
CCL working group Dave Ballantyne called a second meeting to organize a Citizens' Climate Lobby working group. The group will meet on the third Monday of the month beginning in April on the 22nd. 
River Trail Clean-up Responsibilities Darryl Ting has put together a team structure for cleaning up the section of River Trail GSC sponsors. He has sent Dawn a schedule for six teams to rotate clean-up duties over the year. Teams announced are as follows: Team 1 - Dawn Hewitt and Tim Finkel; Team 2 - Patty Troisi and Cindy Taylor; Team 3 - Dave Ballantyne and ?; Team 4 - Jim Grecni and Debra Miller; Team 6 - Darryl Ting and George Banziger.  (Dawn will send the schedule to team members.)
Upcoming events
Thursday, March 21, "Whither the Wayne?" with speakers from the Forest Service, sponsored by the Marietta Natural History Society at 7:00 p.m. in the Rickey Science Center at Marietta College.

Thursday, March 21, "Cooperativism and the Green New Deal" with speaker Roger Wilkens, sponsored by MId-Ohio Valley Climate Action at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of the First Christian Church, 1400 Washington Ave., Parkersburg. 

Sunday, April 7, Social Justice Forum, with speaker Callie Lyons, author of the book on local C8 pollution and health effects; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. in the FUUSM Social Hall.

Monday, April 22, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Earth Day events at WVU-Parkersburg, including "The Sequel," a film sponsored by MOVCA.
Recycling projects Ralph Olander reported that the CD collection container has now been removed from the Social Hall and the CDs have been sent to the recycler. Battery collection containers are still in place. Mike reported that he would like to place a box somewhere in the Social Hall for collecting lithium ion battery packs for ARECC's Second Life Battery Project.  ARECC's project features reusing any good cells to build a storage battery unit for use in solar installations. Any spent cells would be properly recycled instead of going to a landfill. Dawn reminded GSC that all groups are encouraged to limit use of large collection containers in the Social Hall. 
Green Tips for April Andrew Clovis volunteered to provide them.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

