
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:30 p.m., Sunday, March 4, 2018 (rescheduled flooded out February 18 meeting) 

Parlor, RE/Office Building
In attendance: Andrew Clovis, Tim Finkel, Gary Hamilton, Ralph Olander, Chris Jacobs, Kelcey Jacobs, Dave Ballantyne, Shari Miller, Dawn Wittberg, Mike Bailey, Adeline Bailey, George Banziger, and Dawn Hewitt, chair. 
Dawn Hewitt, chair, called the meeting to order at 12:42 p.m.
Minutes of the January meeting were approved.
Just Dinner was determined to be worth the effort.
Solar Match Fund and Faithify Campaign News The Faithify Campaign currently stands at $1,800, with about a month to go to reach the $2,000 goal. The Match Fund is at $8,200, with an additional $250 received today and announced by George Banziger, with check in hand. GSC will continue efforts to publicize Faithify as the deadline approaches, thinking we will reach our goal.

Hoedown Plans As an additional means of funding, Kelcey and Chris Jacobs are continuing with plans  for a Hoe-Down to be held at the Betsey Mills Club on April 21, as a last-chance for reaching the full $10,000 Solar Match grant. More details will be discussed at the March meeting, but the hope is to publicize the event at GSC Earth Day events and have it be a celebration of the conclusion of the Solar Match Fund campaign.

RE/Office Building Energy Conservation Refit Dave Ballantyne reported on Energy Star replacement windows, which are to be the first project since insulation improvements are to wait until warmer weather because the building's siding will be less likely to be damaged then. Dave said the best quote for the 29 windows was from Lowe's, at a total of  ($12,000, including installation?).
Membership renewals for Ohio Environmental Council and Friends of Lower Muskingum River were agreed to by GSC members. Chairperson Dawn was authorized to submit requests for payment.
March 18 Worship Service  Dawn Hewitt will be the Worship Associate for the service; she has been working with Randall Kidder on choosing hymns. Other GSC members are invited to volunteer for readings and other elements of the service. Jean Ambrose, from the MOV Friends Meeting will give the reflection.
Solar Panels Report Dave reported that AEP had approved the expansion, and the additional panels have been energized. The expanded array produced a record-br3eaking 78 kwh recently.
Earth Day Events GSC will probably have a role in the April 22 worship service, since it is actually Earth Day. The Marietta Earth Day event will be held at the Armory on April 21. GSC will have some of the same elements as in past years, with information about solar installations at FUUSM as well as Marietta public buildings. Dave said there is to be a "dashboard" installed by Pickering at the municipal court building, so additional information about effective local solar could be promoted. Dawn Wittberg said information about composting would also be welcomed. Dawn Hewitt volunteered her worm farm, and Andrew Clovis said he would speak to one of the experts who presented at the Gardening Classes. More planning will be on the agenda for the March 18 meeting.
MOVCA Proposed Candidates' Event Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action has scheduled an Earth Day Candidates' Event for Thursday, April 19. Since the event will be to learn the views of West Virginia Primary candidates  on environmental issues, MOVCA suggested GSC sponsor an Ohio event at the same time, which they would co-sponsor. Since the Social Hall is not available to GSC on Thursday evenings, locating a venue is the first step in deciding whether GSC could host the event. Dawn H. will investigate possible so-sponsoring groups and locations at Washington State Community College; Chris Jacobs will approach Marietta College with the same objectives. Adeline Bailey will search out  the list of candidates to invite. George Banziger suggested GSC might want to wait until the General Election to hold such an event.
Earth Hour March 24 MOVCA is also planning a Parkersburg Earth Hour public event, and suggested a "sister event" in Marietta hosted by GSC. Since planning time is short, Mike and Adeline Bailey volunteered to host a more private event at their home on the 24th, similar to the Earth Hour Party Dawn H. hosted last year. 
Opportunity to visit a sustainable farm Dawn H. reported that newcomer to FUUSM Annie Warmke has invited GSC to visit her farm, Blue Rock Station. She also has many ideas for things GSC can do to add more sustainability to our home and congregational practices and is interested in more involvement with GSC.
Winter Gardening Classes organized by Andrew Clovis will continue on March 11, 18, and 25. Attendance to date has numbered in the 30's. The February 18th classes that were canceled due to flooding will be rescheduled, with a date to be announced. GSC's solar pitch brought in a donation to the Match Fund, and people attending thusfar have received a friendly introduction to the congregation. A possible theme for next year: "Gardening for Healthy People" could include groups like the Harvest of Hope and the Circles Campaign.
Green Tips for March Roger Kalter volunteered via email to prepare them. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Next meeting: March18, 2018
Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe

