First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 

12:18 p.m., Sunday, February 19, 2017

FUUSM RE building - parlor 
Attending: George Banziger, Ralph Olander, Gary Hamilton, Rebecca Phillips, Dawn Hewitt, Patty Troisi, Chris and Kelcey Jacobs, Amy Miller, Cindy Taylor, Heather Royer (and friend Arianne), Dawn Wittberg, Mike and Adeline Bailey.
Dawn Hewitt chaired the meeting.
Minutes of the January meeting were approved as presented.
Review of GS Just Dinner The dinner held February 17 at 6:00 p.m. was a great success. Twenty-seven people attended, including GS members. Delicious food (mostly righteous), interesting video on climatarian diet, and spirited discussion were enjoyed by all, and GS raised some funds for the FUUSM budget. Thanks were extended to all who participated, whether by preparing food, setting up, cleaning up, leading discussion, or paying for a seat at the table.
Recycling at FUUSM The Rumpke mixed stream recycling bin has been delivered, and Chris and Kelcey Jacobs made new, laminated signage for the bins in the kitchen. A learning curve still exists, but using the new bin(s) seems to be starting off well. 
Calendar of Events and Activities  Several upcoming events of interest not expressly originating with GS were discussed. It was suggested that the events and links to information about them be compiled and sent by email to GSC members. (List included at the end of these minutes.)
Green Sanctuary Congregational Responsibilities in April GS has agreed to present one worship service in April and to lead the adult RE program during that month. The group discussed possible topics and decided to organize the RE classes under the theme "Putting the Seventh Principle into Practice." Proposed weekly topics were suggested: water, CSAs and other local food  sources, reading/understanding food labels, the climatarian diet, researching sources for humanely raised and processed meats, and energy.

April 2 was suggested as the preferred date for GS to lead the worship service. The topic of solar energy and FUUSM's solar panels was chosen. George Banziger and possibly Dave Ballantyne were proposed as the main speakers. April is also the month GS would like to begin the matching grant campaign based on the $10,000 anonymous donation George has discussed. (See January minutes for more details.)

GSC will also participate in local Earth Day activities. Dawn Wittberg reported that Marietta will celebrate Earth Day at the Armory from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. She said that a weekend-long event is planned at Marietta College as well. GS is invited to participate in the Parkersburg Earth Day event on the same day, perhaps working with allied groups like Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action. GS may also participate in the Earth Day Expo at WVU-P on April 19. The theme for our participation/display/presentation will be our solar installation project. It was suggested that these events present an opportunity to invite community participation in the matching grant campaign.
Earth Hour - March 25,  2017  Mike Bailey reminded the group of this international event, and suggested we participate this year, either as individuals or as a group. Dawn Hewitt invited GS to her home for an Earth Hour party, beginning at 7:00 p.m., with lights out from 8:30 - 9:30.
March Green Tips Chris Jacobs volunteered to contribute tips for the month. He will submit them to Chris Keller, office administrator, to be included in each Sunday's order of service.
Questions/comments from the group Amy Miller raised concerns about local water use and safety, and the overall effects of human water use on the environment and entire biosphere.  Dawn Hewitt suggested that GS invite local water officials to speak to us about EPA regulations and practices affecting our water resources.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Adeline Bailey, scribe
Upcoming Events and Activities of Interest to Green Sanctuary
West Virginia Rivers Coalition
http://www.wvrivers.org

Atlantic Coast Pipeline Community Meeting, Buckhannon, WV - February 23rd, 6-9pm

http://www.wvrivers.org/archive/BuckhannonACPMeeting.jpg

Public hearings on the DEIS are scheduled for:  
· March 1: Gandy Dance Theatre, Elkins, 5 pm 
· March 2: Wellness Center, Marlinton, 5 pm 

Mountain Valley Pipeline Community Meeting, Lowell, WV - February 28th, 6pm

http://www.wvrivers.org/archive/MVPmeetinglowell.jpg

The public hearings on the Mountain Valley Pipeline's WVDEP permits are scheduled for: 
· March 6: Webster County High School, Upperglade, 6pm 
· March 7: Memorial Building, Hinton, 6pm 
· March 9: Robert C. Byrd High School, Clarksburg, 6pm 
Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action
See Facebook page or email ericengle85@yahoo.com
Thursday, March 2nd from 7pm - 9pm at First Christian Church, 1400 Washington Avenue Parkersburg, WV is MOVCA's next business meeting. This is open to the public, though it is not the meeting that is centered around public presentations, it is for the conducting of MOVCA business. 
Thursday, March 16th from 7pm - 9pm at First Christian Church, 1400 Washington Avenue Parkersburg, WV is MOVCA's next public meeting with a presentation scheduled by Wayne Nofrack's group regarding preventing further leasing/fracking of Ohio's Wayne National Forest. The presentation will tie in nicely with MOVCA's local and regional goals and mission statement and be very informative. This meeting is also a chance to get engaged and active with MOVCA. 
Tuesday, March 21, 5:30 -7pm  at WVU-P (date and venue awaiting approval):WV SUN partnering with Ohio SUN Informational Session on forming a Mid-Ohio Valley Solar Cooperative. More info forthcoming
Monday, March 27th is Hemp Day at the WV Capitol sponsored by the WV Hemp Industries Association. MOVCA has been cordially invited by Robby Kerr to attend this event centered around the economic and environmental impact of industrial hemp and advocating for diversifying WV's economy. 

Appalachian Renewable Energy Consumer Cooperative
http://arecc.coop/
Monthly meeting: Sunday, March 12, 2 - 4pm, ACEnet (94 Columbus Rd., Athens, OH)
Climate Change and related gardening tips: Program March 21st, 1pm, Washington State Community College, Graham Auditorium
OSU Extension and area garden club sponsoring Dr. Thomas Blaine, speaker; link to one of his posts:

https://u.osu.edu/extensioncd/2016/07/07/global-warming-is-about-more-than-carbon-dioxide-alone/
Earth Hour: Saturday, March 25, 8:30- 9:30pm
https://www.earthhour.org/ 

Earth Hour Party at Dawn Hewitt's home in Marietta, 7pm; lights out 8:30-9:30 - more details soon!

OH SUN
	www.OHSUN.org
	


Ohio Solar Congress
Saturday, April 8
9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Zane State College's Advanced Science and Technology Center
1400 Newark Road
Zanesville, OH 43701 

free; breakfast and lunch provided - register (registration link didn't work for me)

Earth Day April 22, 2017 - Green Santuary plans to participate: GS theme is our solar installation

- Marietta Event at the Armory April 22, 10am-2pm
- also all weekend event at Marietta College, but nothing listed on their event calendar yet (Marietta city event calendar shows Native Pride Dancers at MC Andrews Hall at 8pm on 22nd)

- Parkersburg Event at Bicentennial Park, April 22, 12-3pm at Bicentennial Park in downtown Parkersburg 

- WVUP  Ecohawks environmental group event Earth Day Expo on April 19 from 10-3 at the university

- March for Science April 22, 8am - 5pm, National Mall in DC (https://www.marchforscience.com/) March for Science and the Earth Day Network are co-organizing a rally and teach-in on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. The March for Science is an international movement, led by organizers distributed around the globe. This movement is taking place because of the simultaneous realization by thousands of people who value science in their lives that staying silent is no longer an option. There are marches being planned across the United States and internationally. To date, marches are planned in Ohio: Columbus, Cleveland, Dayton, Cincinnati, Mansfield; and in West Virginia: Charleston, Morgantown.

350.org
https://350.org/?akid=19998.2729294.T0NdwC
Peoples Climate March April 29th Washington DC

https://peoplesclimate.org/?source=350&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit
Keep Wayne Wild
Saturday, March 11, meeting/workshop 5-7 p.m. Adelphia Music Hall, Marietta, and then from 7 to midnight, short films, local live music, and Don’t Frack Wayne beer, crafted by Little Fish Brewing Company. For more information, on Facebook, search for Keep Wayne Wild. 
